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WE 
JUST  
HAD 
TO 
ASK
Brandon Flowers,  
Giada De Laurentiis,  
Virginia Valentine,  
Ernest Hemmings  
and a bunch of other  
artists, activists,  
thinkers and doers  
answer 17,421*  
burning questions on  
our (and your!) minds

*approximately

GET 
WELLISH

From a digital  
detox to some  

dubious workout  
trends to the  

latest in fitness  
gear, 2018 is  

all about a  
newish you

A PLACE  
IN THE  
PEWS

Transgender  
Las Vegans  

are seeking —  
and finding —  
solace in local 

churches

VEG-MEX  
IS HERE

Plant eaters  
have fresh  

new options  
for south-of- 

the-border  
flavors 

You’ve surely  
seen the oodles of  

new apartment  
complexes around  

the valley.  
What if they’re  

good news? 

PLUS
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Artist.
Scientist.
Explorer.
Author.
Leader.
Friend.
Collaborator.
Dawson Student.
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(702) 949-3600   alexanderdawsonschool.org
10845 W. Desert Inn Road  |  Las Vegas, Nevada  |  89135

The Dawson Difference
Dawson teachers help our students discover 

who they truly want to be.

The future of education is here.  
Join us at The Alexander Dawson School!

Dawson teachers help our students discover who 
they truly want to be, from artists, scientists, 
explorers, and authors to leaders, friends, and 
collaborators. Classrooms inspire more than skills 
in math and reading; they are spaces where 
curiosity is sparked, discovery is celebrated, and 
the rewards of  deeper learning last a lifetime.

The return on investment of  a Dawson education 
is not measured simply by a diploma, but by an 
educational experience that prepares our 
graduates to thrive no matter which path they 
choose in life. Here, students achieve their 
individual potential while savoring life and 
meeting the challenges of  the world. 

www,alexanderdawsonschool.org


cccnevada.com   |   702.952.3350

#comprehensive

Medical Oncology. Radiation Oncology. Breast Surgery. Pulmonology. 
That’s why our name is Comprehensive.

Multiple Specialties. One philosophy.

www.cccnevada.com


There are some things that you can’t help but be drawn towards, even if your instincts tell you otherwise. The 
New Range Rover Velar with its bold stance and slender full LED headlights may appear rather intimidating. But 
inside, it’s a welcoming sanctuary you can’t help but enter. A truly compelling design, inside and out, that can’t 
help but captivate you. And of course, it’s a Land Rover vehicle with unrivaled capability. To experience the 2018 
Range Rover Velar for yourself, visit Jaguar Land Rover Las Vegas for a test drive today.

RANGE ROVER VELAR
INTRODUCING THE ALL-NEW

Jaguar Land Rover Reno
9150 S. Virginia Street, Reno, NV 89511
775.332.4000     www.jlrreno.com

Jaguar Land Rover Las Vegas
5255 W. Sahara Avenue, Las Vegas, NV 89146
702.579.0400     www.jlrlv.com

www.jlrlv.com
www.jlrreno.com
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CORRECTION

In the December story headlined “What Would You Do?”  
we misidentified attorney Jacob Hafter as “Jacob Shafter.” 
Desert Companion regrets the error.

P
erhaps you’ve heard of Brandolini’s Law. It states that the amount 
of energy needed to refute BS is an order of magnitude larger than 
that needed to produce it. I propose a corollary: The amount of 
theatrical bluster and outrage behind an opinion is inversely 

proportional to how informed that opinion is. And, gar!, 2017 was quiiiiite 
a year of clattering, spasmodic, desperately self-assured outrage, sluicing 
from the Internet into our living rooms and cubicles. 

So, yeah, how about we make 2018 the year of nourishing, tentative, 
empathic curiosity? A year of egoless questions and speculative inquiry? 
That hints at the spirit of our cover feature, “We Just Had to Ask” (p. 46). 
We pulled together arts figures, activists, historians, industry visionaries, 
and smart, effervescently nonboring celebrities to verbally wrestle with 
topics such as why history is important, the relationship between artistic 
provocation and political activism, the idea of dignity in work, and what’s 
next for Las Vegas in a post- October 1 world. No agenda but insistent 
curiosity, no outside motive but to pose some nagging questions we (and 
many of you) always kinda obsessed over. I can’t think of a better way to 
start the new year. Can you? Don’t answer that. It’s supposed to be rhetorical 
and fruitfully open-ended!

Editor’s note

DON’T ANSWER

Andrew Kiraly
editor
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8 PEOPLE, ISSUES, OBJECTS, EVENTS, IDEAS, AND CURIOSITIES YOU SHOULD BE AWARE OF THIS MONTH

E
very year, it’s the same: This is the most important elec-
tion in our lifetime! 

That makes no sense, of course, no matter how chaotic 
the politics of the moment; for example, the 2020 election 

will select the lawmakers who’ll draw new political district lines, 
which will shape politics into the next decade. Surely that will be 
an important election?

Better, then, to say each election carries its own importance that 
distinguishes it from all past and future contests. With that in mind, 
here’s why the 2018 elections (primaries on June 12, general on No-
vember 6) will be among the most important elections in our lifetime.

THE RACE FOR SENATE. If there’s to be a label for 2018, it’s the Year 

of the Primary. In this race, Republicans find themselves suffering 
from a surfeit of candidates. First-term Sen. Dean Heller (the 
state’s senior senator) will face off with GOP businessman Danny 
Tarkanian. In a normal year, Tarkanian might not have mounted 
an intra-party challenge for Senate. But this year, he’s pursuing his 
2016 foe — first-term Rep. Jacky Rosen, a Democrat — as she quits 
the House after one term and also seeks Heller’s seat. 

Heller has earned a reputation for inconstancy during his six years 
in the Senate, especially when it comes to President Trump and 
healthcare. Heller did everything but declare he would vote against 
Trump during the 2016 primary (99 percent sure! Maybe “None of 
These Candidates”!) only to surprise everyone by saying in 2017 he’d 

ONE |  A N A LYS I S 

Primary Cares
Looking ahead to the politics of 2018, much of the action will happen before November’s general election 

BY Steve Sebelius
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pushed the button for Trump. “I was late 
to the Trump party,” Heller said. Indeed, 
he stayed long at the Never Trump Party. 

The strained relationship between Heller 
and Trump owes partly to healthcare, in 
which Heller has taken many and contra-
dictory stances. He voted to eliminate the 
Affordable Care Act during the Obama years, 
when doing so was in vogue in the GOP and 
carried no consequences. But faced with the 
prospect of thousands of Nevadans losing 
newly bestowed insurance coverage, Heller 
stood with Gov. Brian Sandoval and just said 
no. (That earned him a presidential rebuke.) 
But instead of standing firm, Heller later 
voted for a version of reform that would 
ultimately have cost millions their care. 

Tarkanian? He’s an unwavering Trump 
man who thinks “D.C. Dean” is a squishy, 
moderate Swamp Dweller. His problem? 
While winning some competitive primaries, 
Tarkanian has never won a general election. 
(By contrast, Heller has never lost a race.) 

Tarkanian is not just pursing Rosen on the 
campaign trail, he’s pursuing her in court, 
too. He claims Rosen’s campaign libeled 
him in 2016, and he relishes bringing that 
up on the trail. It’s unlikely the case will be 
resolved by Election Day, but Rosen will 
have an untroubled primary while Little 
Tark and D.C. Dean fight it out.

This race won’t just have implications 

for Nevada. With a closely divided Senate, it 
will decide if Nevada sends to Washington, 
D.C., a ready vote for Trump’s agenda. If it’s 
Tarkanian, that’s assured. If Heller, it might be 
assured, depending on the issue. If it’s Rosen, 
Trump will find an unfriendly face in both 
Nevada senators. (And recall that the initial 
Senate tax bill passed with a vote of 51-49.)

THE RACE FOR GOVERNOR. Primaries, 
primaries everywhere. There are four major 
candidates for governor, and this time the 
action will mostly be on the Democratic side. 
Liberal Chris Giunchigliani, a term-limited 
member of the Clark County Commis-
sion, is challenging the more conservative 
chairman of that body, Steve Sisolak, for 
the nomination. 

The animosity between the two is no 
secret, but the dynamics are fascinating: 
Giunchigliani appeals more to the party’s 
liberal, activist base (think Bernie Sanders 
fans), while Sisolak appeals to the pragmatic, 
moderate center (think Hillary Clinton fans). 
The problem for Sisolak: In the primary, 
the base turns out if there’s someone to 
excite it, and Giunchigliani fits that bill. 
She’s strong in areas where he’s weak (she 
opposed taxpayer funding for the Raiders 
stadium, which Sisolak championed, for 
example). And she has history on her side: 
The last time a liberal Democrat challenged 
a conservative Democrat in a gubernatorial 

primary, in 2006, the liberal won easily. 
On Sisolak’s side: The idea that a more 

moderate, anti-tax Democrat could do better 
in rural and Northern Nevada, where cutting 
into the Republican advantage could be key 
to winning the race.

The upshot: Either could win the primary. 
On the GOP side, first-term Attorney Gen-

eral Adam Laxalt is considered the favorite, 
an unabashed conservative with a large war 
chest. (He’s supported by the original sponsor 
of that Raiders stadium, Sheldon Adelson, 
which means only a Giunchigliani victory 
could carry that issue to the general election.)

But Laxalt has downsides, too: He faced 
charges of trying to improperly influence 
the chairman of the Gaming Control Board 
on behalf of Adelson a year ago, although 
nothing came of it. He’s joined Nevada to 
federal lawsuits against the United States 
on a host of issues where he sees overreach. 
And he cast a vote against pardoning a man 
whom the weight of evidence showed was 
innocent of the crime he’d once confessed to.

His Republican opponent is state Trea-
surer Dan Schwartz, a self-described “bad 
boy” who has made more trouble for fellow 
Republicans in Carson City than for Dem-
ocrats. Schwartz attacked Sandoval’s plan 
for a commerce tax, and has been a critic of 
offering tax cuts or rebates to big companies 
locating in Nevada. He correctly predicted at 
least one such project — the Faraday Future 
electric car plant slated for careworn North 
Las Vegas — would fail. Schwartz is willing to 
take on Laxalt on the issues, which will ruffle 
Laxalt’s ride to the nomination. 

LUIS MONTANEZ
Immigration

Then: “Well, as far as we 
know, we don’t have any 

(options).” 
Now: “I’m focusing on 

the things I can control. 
… When I get depressed, 
my mom tells me that I 
have one job, and that’s 

to do well in school.” (His 
DACA status was renewed 
in May; Trump ended the 
program in September.)

ROBERT LIST
Yucca Mountain

Then: “I’ve felt for de-
cades that sooner or later 
this project was probably 

going to happen.”
Now: “I think it’s likely that 
it will, yes” — answering a 
question about the possi-

ble passage of a Senate bill 
to restart the licensing pro-

cess. (Trump’s so-called 
“skinny budget” allocated 
$120 million to restarting 

Yucca Mountain.)

2 

Hear more Listen to a discussion about the future of Rep. Ruben Kihuen 
on “State of Nevada” at desertcompanion.com/hearmore

 C E R TA I N T Y
A N YO N E ?

Last January, five people — a student with 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals status, a 

Yucca Mountain supporter, an Obamacare  
opponent, a Planned Parenthood health  

educator, and a Muslim American woman — 
told Desert Companion about their hopes and 
fears regarding the incoming administration of 
President Trump. A year later, how do they feel 

about the topics they discussed?
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YOU  
REALLY  
LOVE  
OUR  
MAGAZINE.
NOW YOU CAN LOVE  
IT VIRTUALLY, TOO. 

Visit us at desertcompanion.vegas  
and check out our website.  
Between editions of our  
Maggie Award-winning magazine,  
you’ll get web-exclusive stories,  
breaking cultural news  
and fresh perspectives from  
our writers. 

An open question: What will Sandoval do? 
The moderate Republican governor knows 
his legacy hangs in the balance. If Laxalt’s 
elected, he will set about undoing some of 
Sandoval’s hard-won victories, including the 
2015 commerce tax. But would the governor 
cross party lines to endorse a Democrat?

THE RACE FOR CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 4. 
This seat was leaning blue, with Democratic 
incumbent Ruben Kihuen seeking a second 
term until sexual-harassment allegations led 
him to declare he would not seek re-election. 
Thus far, Kihuen has resisted calls for his 
resignation, which would result in a special 
election in which political parties would 
choose the candidates. But whether Kihuen 

goes or stays, the field has opened up to in-
clude such potential Democrats as state Sen. 
Pat Spearman, former Rep. Steven Horsford, 
North Las Vegas Mayor John Lee, and Amy 
Vilela, who is running on a Medicare-for-all 
platform. Republicans who may seek the seat 
include former Rep. Cresent Hardy and Las 
Vegas Councilman Stavros Anthony.

INITIATIVES AND REFERENDA. Nevada’s 
2018 ballot will be crowded with more than 
just names. Several initiatives will be there, 

too, and potentially a few others designed 
to get Republicans to turn out. 

Initiative Petition 1 allows for automatic 
voter registration at the DMV, unless a 
person opts out of the process — the reverse 
of the way it’s done now. The measure came 
before the Legislature, but was vetoed by 
Sandoval. Now, voters get their say. This 
measure will attract Democrats to the polls. 

Senate Joint Resolution 1, which would 
add a crime victims bill of rights to the state 
Constitution, will appeal to Republicans. It 
would allow crime victims more information 
in the often-confusing criminal justice process. 

But it’s the potential measures that may give 
Republicans their biggest turnout prospects. 

A repeal of the newly enacted commerce 
tax has been suggested. Although some 
commerce tax opponents said the levy would 
kill Nevada business, that has not been the 
case. But campaigning against taxes never 
hurt a Nevada politician. 

Another possible initiative, to require a 
picture ID before voting, has been favored 
by Republicans for a long time, but has been 
rebuffed by legislative Democrats. This mea-
sure would draw Republicans to vote. 

Finally, there’s would-be Lt. Gov. Michael 
Roberson’s measure to ban so-called sanctuary 
cities in Nevada. (Those are jurisdictions that 
refuse to cooperate with federal authorities 
by holding for deportation illegal immigrants 
who’ve committed crimes.) There are no such 
cities in Nevada, but Roberson’s measure to 
put a prohibition on the books would certainly 
appeal to Republicans who believe border 
security is too lax.  ✦

WILLIAM SMITH
Healthcare 

Then: “I don’t care who 
comes into power. To 

... change what they’ve 
already done, I think will 
be nearly impossible.”

Now: “The ACA repeal/
replace is a political farce. 

… The Republicans and 
Democrats are arguing 

more over if it should be 
all repeal versus replace 

versus fix. … But whatever 
it is called, changes are 

needed.”

ROSITA CASTILLO
Reproductive rights
Then: “There are so 

many barriers to getting 
healthcare: immigration 
status, fear, poverty. … 

Reproductive health is a 
human right.”

Now: “The list (of things 
that have happened) is 

long. There’s the executive 
order limiting women’s 

access to birth control, for 
example, where employers 
can choose not to provide 

that benefit with their 
insurance.”

SARA YOUNIS
Islam 

Then: “I used to see people 
like, ‘If Trump is president, 

we’re gonna go to Canada.’ 
To me, that’s ridiculous, 

because he really does not 
have that much control.”

Now: “I have a family friend 
who came from Saudi 

Arabia on his own, and his 
visa is about to expire, and 
he can’t renew it, and he’s 
in a very bad situation.” 
(A federal court upheld 
parts of Trump’s travel 

ban in November.)

With a closely divided 
Senate, this election will 

decide if Nevada sends to 
Washington, D.C., a ready 
vote for Trump’s agenda.
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Beyond ‘Green’
Once applied mostly to clean energy, ‘sustainability’ now embraces  
a broader, more global meaning. Not everyone thinks that’s good

BY Heidi Kyser

L
ast November, the nonprofit for-
merly known as Green Chips offi-
cially changed its name to Impact 
NV. The change — denoting the 

evolution from a narrow focus on environ-
mental issues to a broader one on sustainable 
development — wasn’t exactly revolutionary, 
the word “green” having disappeared from 
most mission statements in the late 2000s. 
(The comedy troupe Funny Or Die sounded 
the death knell with a 2013 video lampoon-
ing corporate green teams as psychotic 
bullies.) That term gave way to the less 
threatening “sustainable,” implying that 
the best practice in any given context is the 
one that contributes to long-term viability. 

This idea is embedded in Impact NV, a 
behind-the-scenes operation whose forte 
is enabling other groups’ work through 
connections, fundraising, and guidance. 
Gwen Migita, Impact NV’s board chair 
and Caesars Entertainment’s corporate 
social responsibility VP, says the new name 
reflects a transition that had already come 
to pass: “Whereas 10 years ago, they might 
have been focused on energy, recycling, and 
so on — and now that’s covered — there 
are still issues like food scarcity that need 
to be addressed. We were already doing a 

portion of that, but because of the name 
(Green Chips), people immediately assumed 
recycling, energy efficiency, cutting down 
on greenhouse gases. So the name change 
made it more intentional. It’s about healthy 
living and vibrant communities.”

Sustainability, then, encompasses good 
stewardship of not just natural but also of 
human resources. However, as that idea 
has expanded, human nature hasn’t always 
followed suit.

This evolving philosophy of sustainabil-
ity has a well-known model for practical 
application: the U.N.’s 17 Sustainable De-
velopment Goals, which start with “no 
poverty,” end with “peace, justice, and strong 
institutions,” and touch on “gender equality” 
and “climate action” along the way. They’re 
the latest iteration of a movement that 
started at a 1992 U.N. committee meeting 
commonly known as the Rio Earth Summit. 
There, world leaders came up with plans 
to address biodiversity, climate change, 
consumption rates, and other issues. Given 
the inevitability of global development, 
they determined, a plan was needed to 
make sure that everyone gets to enjoy its 
benefits while allowing no one to exhaust 
the Earth’s limited resources. 

ILLUSTRATION  Brent Holmes
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Reasonable as it might sound, this plan in-
spired a conspiracy theory now embraced by 
countless people, including some Southern 
Nevadans that I’ve talked to while covering 
public lands issues. Dubbed “Agenda 21” 
— after an unfortunately named planning 
document that resulted from the Rio Earth 
Summit — the theory is that a small faction 
of wealthy individuals, working through 
powerful organizations, are trying to take 
over the world’s resources for their own 
enjoyment; depending on the version of 
the theory (there are many), the rest of us 
will be confined in camps, forced to serve 
the 1 percent, or be exterminated. Those 
pulling the strings range from the Clintons 
and Illuminati to the communists and 
Greenpeace. 

When I interviewed Shawna Cox, a 
supporter of Bunkerville rancher Cliven 
Bundy, about her opposition to Gold Butte 
National Monument, she told me: “The 
wealthy people created the problem in the 
first place, because they believe that all of 
the rest of us are worthless eaters. The world 
is for them, and they need to get rid of us. 
There should only be 500,000 people left 
on this planet, and everybody else should 
be serving the elite. It sounds far-fetched, 
but it’s reality, and that’s what they’re doing 
one step at a time. When you read Agenda 
21, it’s exactly how they make these plans.”

It’s tempting to think that sustainabili-
ty-focused organizations can just write off 
Agenda 21ers as the unreachable fringe. Yet, 
a birther occupies the White House, and two 
states, Alabama and Texas, have proposed 
anti-Agenda 21 legislation in recent years. 
Could fear of sustainable development seep 
into the mainstream?

One way to help allay that fear might be 
to shift the spotlight from international 
agendas to local issues, so people can feel 
the effects in their neighborhoods. Coinci-
dentally, Migita says that Impact NV’s aim 
isn’t to change everything overnight, but to 
prioritize its actions based on community 
needs — say, youth homelessness. 

“Southern Nevada is the No. 1 region in 
the country for unsheltered young people,” 
Migita says. “That’s an area where we can 
drive change by bringing together various 
groups across sectors — nonprofit, for-profit, 
government, etc. — and getting them to ... 
focus on solutions and long-term goals.”

So, using the U.N.’s adapted methodology 
(derived from Agenda 21), a Las Vegas or-
ganization seeks to help kids living on the 
streets find food and shelter. Who could be 
against that?  ✦

www.nevadaballet.org
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FOUR |  P R O F I L E 

Joshua Abbey
Founder and director, Las Vegas Jewish Film Festival

BY Scott Dickensheets

W
e sit down to talk with Joshua Abbey about the Las Vegas 
Jewish Film Festival on the same morning that President 
Trump officially recognizes Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. 
This is purely coincidental, but not even slightly beside the 

point — whether it’s the shock waves set off by Trump’s announcement or the 
sharp rise in anti-Semitism among white nationalists, here and in Europe, or 
the ongoing conflicts in Israel, pretty much everything pertaining to modern 
Jewishness unfolds in a highly charged national or global context. “Without 
a doubt,” Abbey says, “this is a particularly pertinent moment to address and 
explore and discuss these global issues.”

That’s our neat segue to the Jewish Film Festival, because Abbey (who also 
founded the now defunct CineVegas festival) believes that cinema — “the 
quintessential modern art, which converges all of the art forms in a potential 
intellectual discourse” — is ideally suited to engaging 21st-century people in 
a project of mutual understanding. Sure, he concedes, “most people gravitate 
toward cinema as an escapist mechanism, to have a reprieve from all the 
social-political realities.” Nonetheless, popular culture is often how we argue 
about politics these days, so a slate of films about identity and cultural heri-
tage are perhaps more relevant than ever, and not just to Jews. “It’s a unique 
opportunity to bring these issues to the fore,” he says.

Over his 17 years of programming the festival he founded, Abbey has devel-
oped three main tranches of content: films that typify trends in worldwide 
Jewish filmmaking; cinema from Israel; and movies related to the Holocaust. 
“Now, as always,” he says, “the lessons (of the Holocaust) are universal and 
need to be reaffirmed and communicated to generation after generation in 
perpetuity.” There’s an added urgency, too: These are the last few years we’ll 
have concentration-camp survivors among us. “We need to take advantage of 
their testimony while we can,” he says.

The full schedule of films, venues, and special guests can be viewed at lvjff.
org — even summaries of the highlights are hard to fit into the space we have 
here. There are major documentaries about individuals, including Sammy 
Davis Jr., and actress Hedy Lamarr, who, it turned out, was a brilliant inven-
tor; newly restored footage of David Ben-Gurion, “the George Washington 
of Israel”; scholar of Islam Lesley Hazleton (currently a fellow at the Black 
Mountain Institute); and political organizer Heather Booth, “the least-
known but most significant grassroots organizer of the 20th century” (who 
will be at the screening). Also to be screened: 30 minutes of a documentary 
by Abbey himself profiling local Holocaust survivor Stephen Nasser.

It’s not all documentaries: 1945 is a Hungarian drama about two Jewish 
men coming back to a village seeking the return of Jewish properties confis-
cated by the townspeople during WWII. Look About You follows a fictional 
family taking a year-long trip through Israel to understand its daily reality.

In each case, filmmakers, subjects, and/or experts will be on hand to talk 
with audiences, enriching the feedback loop toward Abbey’s goal of increased 
empathy. “It never ceases to astound me, the lack of receptivity to counter 
propositions,” he observes. “Why can’t we just take a moment, let our 
philosophy take a backseat, open our minds, and really listen to a knee-jerk, 
completely absurd, preposterous opposing position? A film festival gives you 
that little sliver of a window to do that.”  ✦

PHOTOGRAPH  Lucky Wenzel

Read More
For more from our talk 

with Joshua Abbey, 
see the DC blog at 

desertcompanion.vegas
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5
A D D I T I O N S 

TO  T H E 
L E X I CO N 
F O R  2 01 8
New words to help you 
navigate the new year 

SLO-: Prefix used to mark 
something done with self-con-
scious artisanal deliberation. E.g., 
slogrammer, slomance, slotel, 
slotatoes. “The slogrammer 
hand-coded the Wordpress 
site while sipping leisurely 
on a microbrew and nibbling 
sage-crusted slotatoes.”

GAR: A vaguely piratical excla-
mation of surprise or disgust. 
Used in place of “Doh!”, “Oh, no” 
and “Argh.” “Gar! I missed your 
text and forgot to buy milk!”

FAWNTREPRENEUR: A 
sycophantic would-be entrepre-
neur obsessed with ingratiating 
himself at meetings and events. 

“You didn’t miss much. The 
networking party was filled with 
fawntrepreneurs with minimalist 
business cards.”

FACE-: Denoting anything 
having to do with Facebook. E.g., 
facespam, facerage, facefight. “I 
started browsing my ex’s photos 
and fell into a facehole for two 
hours. Then I got into a facefight 
on a comment thread about a 
Trump meme.”

WAMME: Shorthand for “Want 
me to.” “You drank a lot tonight! 
Wamme call Uber?”

SCARAGRAPH: an outraged, 
unhinged or righteously 
indignant rant online. “Whatever 
you do, don’t read the comment 
thread. Some major scaragraphs 
in there.”

Andrew Kiraly
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F
or the first time in three years, 30-year-old Krisse Thompson 
watches her children unwrap dozens of presents. Nerf guns. Star 
Wars action figures. Board games. As her children glow with 
excitement, it’s Thompson’s face that is priceless as she tears up.

“The past three years, I’ve had no Christmas spirit,” she says. “Being 
incarcerated, the holidays were always depressing and lonely. This just 
brings tears to my eyes.” 

Christmas has come to Casa Grande Transitional Housing, a state facility 
for nonviolent inmates within 18 months of parole. Parents, siblings, chil-
dren, and close relatives fill the room with laughter during the nearly three 
hours they spend with their families, each with their own little pocket of 
the room. “I cried when I found out we got to do this,” says Debbie Smith, 
Thompson’s mom. “It’s been too long.”

This is the second time the local nonprofit Hope for Prisoners, which 
offers inmate re-entry services, has hosted this event, allowing 20 inmates 
to celebrate the holiday. “I remember just how lonely it was behind bars 
on Christmas,” says founder Jon Ponder, once an inmate himself. “My 

SIX 

‘This Means  
the World to Me’
A holiday with family offers hope to inmates — and reminds them of 

what’s waiting for them outside

BY Michael J. Lyle

last Christmas behind bars, I told myself 
it was the last time, and that I would never 
put myself in the situation to be taken away 
from my children and my family ever again.” 
Seeing their families on this night, other 
inmates at the event are no doubt making 
the same pledge. 

Jerod Beck’s 4-year-old daughter clings 
to him as they wait in line for Christmas 
dinner: turkey with all the fixings and a slice 
of pumpkin pie. Even as he and his wife, 
Kellie, are excited for this family time, the 
night also serves as a step toward rebuilding 
their relationship. “I made mistakes that 
put a strain on my family and left my wife 
alone with our daughter,” says 42-year-old 
Beck. “This helps us start to rekindle our 
marriage.” Though he will be at Casa Grande 
at least another year, his wife says this night 
feels like a new beginning for them. 

As much as this event is for the family 
members, James Dzurenda, director of the 
Nevada Department of Corrections, says it 
could incentivize inmates. “This is bigger 
than just reuniting families,” he says. “For 
fathers to see their kids and realize how much 
their kids rely on them or are excited to see 
them, that gives them hope. That gets them 
motivated to want to get out of here and get 
back to their families.” He adds that one 
of the factors that helps reduce recidivism 
rates and keeps inmates from returning  > 

MERRY LITTLE 
CHRISTMAS

Inmate Krisse 
Thompson and 
her kids share 
some holiday 

spirit.

PHOTOGRAPH  Brent Holmes
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to prison is community support. 
“There is no stronger support 
than family,” he says. At the same 
time, this is one step on what 
can be a difficult path to social 
re-entry. “Each year, Nevada re-
leases nearly 6,000 inmates back 
into the community,” Ponder 
says. “Most of these men and 
women are released with limited 
employment opportunities, no 
finances or housing, and a lack 
of strong family support.”

A day before the event, inmates 
transformed the cafeteria at Casa 
Grande for the occasion. They 
lined the ceiling and walls with 
lighting and tinsel. For each fami-
ly’s section of the room, there was 
a couch and a real tree that filled 
the air with pine scent and was 
surrounded by presents, all items 
requested by the families and 
provided by Hope For Prisoners 
and its community sponsors.

By the time they arrive, the 
children are ready to open 
gifts, but that isn’t happening 
until later. In the meantime, 
they listen to Christmas carols, 
open stockings, and eat dinner. 
Metro officers pass out stuffed 
animals to each kid. Santa Claus 
and Sesame Street’s Elmo visit. 

And then, the magical mo-
ment. “It’s time to open pres-
ents,” someone announces, send-
ing the children into a frenzy. “I 
miss this,” Thompson says.

As with any Christmas, the 
night ends with the most mun-
dane of parental tasks — stuffing 
shreds of wrapping paper into 
trash bags. None of the parents 
would trade away even this 
smallest of moments. “This 
night means the world to me,” 
Beck says. ✦

I
t’s mid-July monsoon season, and the Vegas summer sky seems to swell with the 
threat of rain even through the tinted glass of the 17th floor. The air conditioner 
groans, attempting to cool a vacant hotel room strewn with sunblock tubes, empty 
bottles of liquor, and cash-out tickets, the largest valued at 14 cents.

There is also profanity. That would be coming from me. Knees gnashing against the bath-
room floor, I torque my upper body against my hips, white-knuckling a pair of Channellocks 
clamped onto a stubborn bit of plumbing protruding from the wall beneath the sink. My head, 
elbows, and neck are contorted around a tailpiece. Beside me, a shattered P-trap smells like 
roadkill, and all I can hope is that this pipe shimmies loose before something vital in me does.

I am 28 years old, a born-and-raised Vegas native, and an apprentice engineer who works 
proudly under the banner of the International Union of Operating Engineers. I am also, 
incidentally, a woman. 

Did you picture me when reading the above? A six-foot-three redhead in an undeniably 
female body, Carhartt workwear, steel-toe boots, Hello Kitty earrings, and MAC lip gloss?

Most of my guests anticipate a male technician as well. 

SEVEN |  O P E N  TO P I C

Wrenching
I’m an engineer who fixes pipes and pumps at a Strip hotel.  

I’m also a woman. Why is that still such a big deal?

BY Hannah Marisahl

Oblivious Much?         There are near-collisions nearly every day. ¶ In the school zone in front of Coronado High 

School, near where I live, I see students risk death daily. They stride confidently into traf-

fic, faces often buried in smartphones, with nary a glance at passing cars, confident the law of the school zone will triumph over the laws of physics. Par-

ents pass down the bad behaviors, double-parking, stopping in traffic, clogging no-parking zones and even driveways for the sake of convenience while  

picking up or dropping off their kids. ¶ It’s daily chaos, a tempting of fate. And the numbers show it’s only a matter of time. ¶ According to the Nevada 

Office of Traffic Safety, 74 pedestrians died on Clark County roads through the middle of December. Although the total number of traffic deaths (275) is 

down somewhat, pedestrian deaths are on the rise, a stubborn reminder that the state’s “zero fatality” program remains an elusive-but-worthwhile goal. 

¶ And some of those deaths are completely unnecessary. A little caution, a bit of healthy fear, maybe just looking both ways before stepping into traffic 

could save some lives. Instead of expecting cars to slow down or stop, expect their drivers to be as oblivious as some of those Coronado students. 

It’s a more cynical view, but also a safer one. It’s going to take everyone to reach zero fatalities — a worthy resolution for this new year. Steve Sebelius

ILLUSTRATION  Hernan Valencia
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A typical call: “Hello! This is Hannah from 
the engineering team. I understand there’s 
an issue in your room. Is this a good time 
for me to drop in to resolve it?”

“Yes, send a handyman right away.”
“I’ll be the one assisting you today, actual-

ly. I’ll be at your door in about 10 minutes!”
“Dear, I don’t need housekeeping. It’s 

my sink.”
Right. Gathering tools, parts, and my 

favorite plunger, jumping into an elevator, 
I brace for the awkwardness when the door 
opens. This man is not prepared to abandon 
the status quo. I greet him, enter the room, 
and begin to assess the issue, and he still 
stammers on about a handyman. Eventually, 
he leaves me to my task, which brings us back 
to the bathroom floor, where you’d find me 
sweating like a prizefighter dodging blows.

In my first three weeks at my property, it 
was all toilets, all the time. We were in the 
middle of a massive remodel, and someone 
had to strip the toilets out for the tile guys, 
then reinstall and caulk them. Though this 
wasn’t the most complex task, I was terrified 
of doing it incorrectly. My previous jobs were 
all service-related — food and beverage, 
mostly — and there are so many nuances that 
just don’t apply when you’re one-on-one with 
a piece of equipment that isn’t doing what 
you need it to. No amount of speaking sweetly 
to a pipe makes it less likely to leak. There is 
no quantity of cleavage that will make a live 
wire decide, You know, I was going to complete 
this circuit through her chest cavity, but who 
would want to ruin that sweet rack?

While there’s nothing glamorous about 
cinching toilets to the wall, there is a 
wonderful sense of satisfaction when you 
assemble something with your own hands 
and it works. In my year on the job so far, 
I’ve completed small plumbing projects, 
fixed broken toasters for the kitchens, as-
sembled LED backlights for headboards, 
and ran countless room calls. Recently, one 
of my tasks was to climb into the ominously 
named “Vortex Pit” to figure out why a pump 
was failing. Without knocking the service 
industry, I’m quite confident that I’m having 
more fun than I ever would have slinging 
vodka-Red Bulls to nebbish hipsters.

There was a time when getting ready for 
work meant makeup, hair, and a routine 
of mental gymnastics to prepare myself 
for the delicate dance of guest service. I’d 
spend a few minutes indulging my ego, 
reassuring myself of my charm, my beauty, 
my general worthiness to take up space. 
There are women who are unbothered by 
the game, who thrive behind a crowded bar, 
managing to be both efficient and coy, and 

www.centurycommunities.com
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I often stood in awe of them while rinsing 
blue curaçao out of my hair in the mop 
sink. But, as poetically as I can wax about 
bourbon cocktails and craft beers, I was 
simply meant to wield a wrench. 

I knew I was on my real path when I 
started to feel invisible. Walking by a crowd 
of bachelor-party bros, Bud Lights in hand  
— only to pass them completely unnoticed. 
Sauntering down a hallway, keys jingling, 
covered in fiberglass insulation, with an a/c 
motor swinging over my shoulder — without 
so much as a blink from the old married 
couple navigating a Rascal scooter into 
their suite. To be present, important, but 
unacknowledged is freeing in ways I still 
cannot quite explain.

In my liberation, there is still conflict. 
There are awkward conversations in bars 
with red-faced young men, who are turned 
off by the idea of a woman who “doesn’t need 
them.” They pout, resolute in their assertion 
that women’s liberation is a societal cancer. 
That all my “tinkering,” my pursuit of a 
pension and fair living wage, is simply a cry 
for help from my poor, withering ovaries. 

I can’t even blame them for feeling the 

way they do. Our culture is structured to 
make women like myself look like exceptions 
to some innate natural law. It’s like living in 
a bad sitcom, the constant refrain of, “You 
go, girl,” from women, and the endlessly 
flummoxed men, heads wagging in disbelief 
at my competency. The damage is done 
almost equally by both parties. Women 
internalize the idea that I’m a novelty, that 
I’m somehow daring for simply doing a job. 
Men just generally underestimate women. 
Over-insistence that I’m a deviation from the 
norm sometimes just reinforces the norm.

It’s heartbreaking to live in a world where 
your success as a woman is tempered by 
the success of the men around you. I catch 
myself downplaying my accomplishments 
constantly, making self-deprecating jokes 
about my career choice, or my femininity, 
to comfort otherwise well-meaning men 
who haven’t yet opened their eyes to the 
fact that women are whole people. I could 
be mad, or use their vitriol as fuel for my 
own self-improvement, but any way I try 
to process their warped sense of gender, 
I come right back to the fact that I am not 
living my life for them. My ultimate comfort 

is the very autonomy they find so repugnant. 
I’ve spent so much of my life in the pursuit 

of being seen the way I want that I forgot 
along the way that no one sees more of me 
than myself. So much of my life before this 
was about showmanship, about presenta-
tion. Now my greatest success is when I’ve 
solved a problem so well that no one even 
knows there was one. 

The pipe will jiggle loose, and the guest 
will return later, tipsy, stuffed to nausea 
with buffet food, and barely notice that 
his sink is in pristine working order. Most 
people don’t notice the intricate details of 
property operations until something breaks. 
Most people don’t notice a stunning lack of 
women in a field until a few break through.

I’ve long maintained that feminism is a 
verb. Every time a woman picks up a tool, a 
book, a welder, a calculator, every time she 
walks into a room full of men and asserts 
her right to be there, we’re all better for it. 
Rhetoric is necessary, but so is metal fab-
rication, electrical engineering, carpentry, 
central plant operations, HVAC, and yes, 
plumbing. There will only be room at the 
table if someone makes the table first.   ✦
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W E L L N E S S  |  DIGITAL DETOX

Sans  
Screen

Yes, I can (*twitch*) totally handle (*shudder*)  
a whole week (ack!) of digital detox

BY Jason Scavone

ALLOUT
FOOD, CULTURE, STYLE, AND OTHER PULSE-OF-THE-CITY STUFF 

PHOTOGRAPHY  Brent Holmes

I 
am, in the parlance of the kids these days, an Old. In practical terms, 
that means I remember a time before the internet, before we all 
decided that leaving each other indignant Facebook comments or 
fooling our friends with carefully curated vacation pictures would 

be our primary mode of communication.
So the idea of doing a digital detox — a self-imposed postmodern Lent where 

you forsake connectivity — sounded fun. Quaint, even. My rules would be 
to live like it’s 1983, before the Atari 2600 came into my life and turned me 
into a hopeless tech nerd. I’d use my laptop for work, but other than that, I’d 
use my phone strictly as a phone, and watch solely network television and 
listen only to music I owned on physical media. (Within reason. I’m not going 
looking for my tape deck.)

I don’t have Facebook or Instagram accounts. I don’t obsessively refresh news 
sites. My biggest content weakness is sports, but it’s not baseball season, and 
the Giants and Sabres are lousy. I got this. I can do this standing on my head.

Day 1: I can’t do this standing on my head. The first thing I do is look at 
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my phone, pawing at a bleating alarm. On the 
commute, I resort to drive-time radio, which, 
conveniently, is also stuck in 1983. In the office, I 
get intensely curious what the “GTO” in a Pontiac 
GTO stood for. Briefly considering bartering 
with someone else to look it up on Wikipedia, 
but it feels like that violates the spirit of the law. 
Unread messages: 62

Day 2: At the grocery store and can’t remember 
all the ingredients I use to make chili. The recipe 
is online. Friends are beginning to show concern 
for my well-being after I haven’t answered for 
days. Unread messages, cumulative: 79

Day 3: After three days without skimming 
Twitter, I’m beginning to think the things I like are 
good and it’s okay to like them. Went to check the 
time and pulled out my phone. I’m wearing a watch. 
I am not an intelligent man. Unread messages: 89 

Day 4: My productivity style can best be de-
scribed as “furious bouts of panicked, creative out-
burst fueled entirely by distraction, procrastination, 
and deadlines.” I feel like I’m missing a key part of 
the process. Still procrastinating, but now just by 
staring into space. On the plus, I deeply understand 
The Statler Brothers’ “Counting Flowers on the 
Wall.” Call most frantic friends to assure them I’m 
alive. Chili is lousy. Unread messages: 114

Day 5: Make a wrong turn that costs me 20 
minutes, thanks to no GPS. Having a weird issue 
with no sense of smell or taste. Can’t look up those 
symptoms, so I assume I have nose cancer. If I 
could check WebMD, I’d know I have nose cancer. 
Unread messages: 155

Day 6: Haven’t picked up a newspaper in days. 
In that time, the Yankees have hired a manager 
and the Giants fired their coach. I’m frantic. On 
the plus side, I haven’t heard any kvetching about 
or by Donald Trump in nearly a week. This is 
glorious.  Unread messages: 186

Day 7: Can’t take it anymore. First day back 
online, and I immediately get into an argument 
over nothing with a friend. Sounds about right.

If the idea was to ease the anxiety of too much 
connectivity and open a window to a more harmoni-
ous, tranquil life, it backfired. Mostly, I was anxious 
about the constant influx of texts and emails that 
I ignored. Because you can choose to do this, but 
unless you go full airplane-mode commando, no 
one is going to stop contacting you. What I missed 
the most were the little time-wasters. When you’re 
standing in line, there’s nothing to do but stare at 
the other people. Or worse, be alone with your 
thoughts. Who the hell wants that? My brain is 
evil. This is why I drink. 

At least now I know for certain that, barring a re-
ality resembling the gritty, post-apocalyptic future 
of Tom Petty’s “Refugee” video (not unlikely!), I’m 
going to be walking around with a phone shoved 
in my pocket until I’m tossed into my casket. And 
even then, my friends will keep texting.  ✦

Shop

Fitness for 2018
Sometimes it’s the little things that thwart the 

fitness resolutions we make at the start of a 
new year. Perhaps all you need to persevere is 

that last bit of gear — an item or two that keeps 
you on track, adds new functionality, or simply 

makes your routine a little more enjoyable.

PALEO BAREFOOTS, BY GOST 
They may look like props from Spamalot.  

But these high-tech, chain-mail footies protect 
your feet for the best in natural running.  

Plus, you can go straight from the trail to the  
ren faire. Various prices.

gost-barefoots.com

GALLON GEAR HYDRATION COVER 
Wrapped around your drink, it keeps the liquid 

cool, while the pockets give you a handy place to 
stash phone, wallet, keys, and more. $27.99

gallongear.com
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WHISTLE 3 GPS PET MONITOR 
Doesn’t your four-legged trail buddy deserve 

a GPS/WiFi/cellular device that not only keeps 
track of its location, but its activities, as well? 
(Note: Subscription service required.) $49.95

whistle.com

SENSO BLUETOOTH HEADPHONES 
Combine quality acoustics, nine-hour 
battery life, waterproofing, and other 

features, and you have your best 
buds. $37.97  

sensoshop.com

GARMIN FENIX 5 FITNESS WATCH 
This stylish wrist unit is stuffed with features, from GPS 
to body monitoring to, if you need it, a barometric al-
timeter. Plus, interchangeable bands let you customize 

your look. $599
garmin.com

MOBILITYWOD SUPERNOVA 2 .0 
Roll up on this grooved ball 
after a workout, run, or ride 

to work the kinks out of 
those tired muscles. $39.95

roguefitness.com

URBNFIT BALANCE BOARD
Just a few minutes a day on 
this bad boy — at the gym or 
on your break at work — will 
strengthen your lower back 
and joint muscles, and im-
prove your balance. $34.99

urbnfit.com
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 W E L L N E S S

Goat Yoga Is So 2017
Some trendy new #fitness trends, now trending at a trendy spot near you

BY Scott Dickensheets

Rodeo
Pole

Paddle
Mud

Tweet
Mime
Krank

Hip-Hop

 Anti-gravity
Chocolate

Fremont Street
Trump

Dancing
Wrestling

Lifting
Boarding

Ups
Gamboling
Skydiving
Hockey

Bend
Stretch

Skydiving
Fighting

EXTREME CARTWHEELING
Developed by the military,  
adapted for civilian use! 

BIKRAM KITTEN SQUATS
Feel the adorable burn!

NAKED WHISKEY UNICYCLING
For extra #fitness, add clowns!

Create Your Own Short-Lived, Hashtaggable Fitness Sensation!

UNDERWATER MEDITATION
Don’t even think about breathing!

SUMO BRO’ROLLING
No one knows what it is, but it’s huge!

LLAMA YOGA
For a fleeting moment of Downtown zen

+
CHOOSE A MODIFIER ... ... TO UP-TREND AN ACTIVITY!

ILLUSTRATION  Brent Holmes



10 WAYS TO GET OVER ANOTHER DAY AT THE OFFICE

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. © 2017 STATION CASINOS, LAS VEGAS. NV

A L L  T H R O U G H O U T  R E D  R O C K  &  G R E E N  VA L L E Y  R A N C H  R E S O R T S

5 P M  –  7 P M   •   DA I LY
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VEGAN FAJ ITAS  
AT  NACHO DADDY

This sizzling hot plate of chicken fajitas is 
realistic enough to fool any carnivore. The 
tender, juicy faux meat is served with pip-
ing-hot peppers and onions. This dish could 
feed two (or one very hungry me) and comes 
with an array of toppings, including vegan 
sour cream. Nacho Daddy in Summerlin also 
offers a free margarita or beer on Mondays 
with any vegan meal, but I’m sure that has 
nothing to do with it being on my list. 9560 
W. Sahara Ave., nachodaddy.com 

POZOLE  
AT  PANCHO’S  K ITCHEN

Pozole is traditionally centered on chick-
en broth and chicken breasts, so I fretted 
that I would never enjoy this classic comfort 
food again. Then I found Pancho’s Kitchen. 
The team here has created a perfect blend 
of tart and salty, totally capturing that con-
ventional pozole taste. It’s served with a 
variety of sides and toppings; I recommend 
the crispy rolled potato tacos, which are 
even more amazing dipped into the broth. 
Between this hot comfort food, the brightly 
colored interior, and the warmth of the staff, 
this is the perfect escape from the winter 

D I N I N G  |  EAT THIS CITY

Bueno Vegan
From street tacos to fajitas, Mexican food-loving  

herbivores have more fresh options

BY Kirstin Vanhooser

PHOTOGRAPHY  Sabin Orr

S
outhern Nevada’s vegan food scene isn’t the barren wasteland 
it was five years ago — more and more restaurants are respond-
ing to the demands of those, like me, who opt out of meat and 
dairy. This has led to several vegan-specific food trends. One 

that’s hard to ignore is the vegan reinvention of authentic Mexican food. 
Having sampled more than my fair share, here’s a selection of favorites.  

VEGA N  CHICKEN S OFT  STREET  TACOS  
AT  PANCHO’ S  VEGAN TACOS 

Located in an unassuming shopping center, this taco joint is a hidden 
gem. The interior is humble, but the food is bold. These vegan soft street 
tacos derive from a beloved Mexican comfort food: “Street tacos are the 
most popular thing in Mexico,” says Sacbe Meling, owner of Pancho’s. 
“As Mexicans, we crave them all the time.” His chicken is so tender and 
flavorful it’s hard to believe it’s a soy-based, in-house recipe and not our 
cute feathered friends. The warm, slightly crisp tortillas hold a savory 
filling topped with cilantro and a squeeze of lime for the perfect addition 
of freshness. 865 S. Pecos Road #5, panchovegano.com 

NO MEAT?  
¡NO MANCHES!
Right, pozole 
at Pancho’s 

Kitchen; below, 
Nacho Daddy’s 

vegan fajitas
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OU R  C I T Y ' S  BE ST  SP OT S  TO  E AT  & DRIN K

Chill session: Andre's 

Bistro & Bar's seafood 

platter, with lobster, 

crab, shrimp, and  

oysters, is an elegant 

and indulgent starter.

THE DISH  32      

COCKTAIL OF THE 

MONTH  35      

AT FIRST BITE  36      

JULY 2017 

DESERTCOMPANION.VEGAS
31
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 FRESH IS GOOD.
So is delicious!

TOWN SQUARE

(702) 914-9145

TIVOLI VILLAGE

(702) 433-1233

dining.indd   31

6/22/17   12:23 PM

vegas_foodie
Las Vegas

vegas_foodie Food worthy of Poseiden himself. 
Bring me my trident and leave me alone, I’m in
#nomnom land!

>
Follow

#nomnom
MOST RECENT

10:37 PM

With toothsome foodie features,
full-bodied chef profiles, savory
local dining trends & ambrosial
photography, home delivery of
Desert Companion means you
will never miss out on Las Vegas’
culinary scene even if you stay in.*

Subscribe now and never miss an
issue at desertcompanion.vegas.

*It’ll be our little secret.

blues. 5201 W. Charleston Blvd. #120, 
panchoskitchenlv.com 

SWEET  POTATO E NCHILADAS 
AT  FR AN K  A N D  F INA’ S  COCINA

Come for the quiet and low-lit, relaxing at-
mosphere, but don’t miss the sweet potato 
enchiladas. Simple but satisfying, they are 
a perfect blend of smoky and sugary. The 
warm sweet potato filling is complemented 
by a rich slathering of enchilada sauce. A 
vegetarian (not to be confused with veg-
an) dish, it comes topped with cheese and 
sour cream, so plant-based eaters must make 
sure to ask for it without. 4175 S. Grand 
Canyon Drive, facebook.com, search 
Frank and Finas

 
A lifestyle choice such as veganism can 

seem daunting, but having these kinds of 
options makes it seem less like a sacrifice 
and more like a luxury. Sacbe, owner of 
Pancho’s Vegan Tacos, says compassionate 
dining will continue to grow, so long as 
diners keep showing the love. “Vegas is 
growing really fast — not just in vegan 
food but overall — and it’s taking the vegan 
movement with it,” he says. “We hope it’s 
not a trend.”  ✦
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T
he steakhouse has long been a staple of the Las Vegas resort, yet many 
of them feel like a nod to necessity rather than a restaurant someone 
was passionate about creating. The Morton family has been running 
steakhouses from the decade of disco to the present era of bottle service, 

evolving the style with the times. So when brothers Michael and David Morton put 
MB Steak together at the Hard Rock Hotel & Casino, it seemed like unbeatable odds 
on an easy play. Instead, the pair took it as a challenge to raise their standards.

“David and I went methodically, restaurant to restaurant, hotel to hotel — not 
only here, but around the United States: Chicago, New York, Miami, San Francisco,” 
Michael Morton told me. Even more than besting local establishments, or even national 
ones, the goal was to outdo their own past dining achievements. The brothers have 
each owned numerous restaurants and bars around the country, but this is the first 
collaborative project since their youthful days busing tables and washing dishes at 
their father’s place. 

And the pair can raise a glass to success: With a unique-yet-understated style and 
a menu that manages to be simple and decadent at the same time, MB Steak is poised 
to take its place among the mainstay Vegas steakhouses — somewhere between the 

D I N I N G  |  EAT THIS CITY

A Char Is Born
The Morton brothers could have opened a decent steakhouse 

with their eyes shut. With MB Steak, they outdid their own legacy

BY Lissa Townsend Rodgers

PHOTOGRAPHY  Sabin Orr

NEW AND  
NOMWORTHY

HELL’S KITCHEN  
COMES TO TOWN

This month, famously shouting 

chef Gordon Ramsey will open 

his fifth Las Vegas restaurant, this 

one themed after his hit reality TV 

series, Hell’s Kitchen. In addition 

to serving dishes featured on the 

show, the 300-seat restaurant 

— located Strip-side at Caesars 

Palace — will, according to its PR, 

be an “experiential destination.” 

With the kitchen at its center, 

the restaurant will reportedly let 

diners feel as if they’re on a TV 

set (excited italics ours), part of a 

show. caesars.com

LOTUS OF SIAM REOPENS 
IN NEW LOCATION

As of early last month, the 

beloved Thai joint Lotus of Siam 

is open again, now on East 

Flamingo Road. You’ll recall that 

chef Saipin Chutima’s original 

location — which has been 

James Bearded and Gourmet 

magazined into national 

prominence for its distinctive take 

on rich Northern Thai cooking 

— closed after suffering flood 

damage in September. Repairs 

are ongoing. 620 E. Flamingo 

Road, lotusofsiamlv.com

KITCHEN TABLE GOES 
’BURB TO ’BURB

Residents of Spring Valley no 

longer need to trek to Henderson 

for Chef Javier Chavez’s upscale 

brunch dishes (pro tip: the pork-

belly Benedict is worth the drive): 

His Kitchen Table restaurant has 

expanded. Kitchen Table Squared 

serves Chavez’s Euro-Latin-

American cuisine in a 100-seat 

space in The Gramercy, a mixed-

use development on West Russell 

Road, where it joins DW Bistro, 

and Pinches Tacos. The original 

Kitchen Table has been a Hendo 

hit since it opened last year. In 

fact, we’re going to stop writing 

these blurbs and go there now. 

9205 W. Russell Road,  

702-478-4782
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classic, on-point service of the Golden Steer, 
the edgy experimentalism of Bazaar Meat, 
and the red-meat worship of Carnevino.

The decor at MB Steak is a subtly modern 
retake on traditional steakhouse design. 
The furniture runs to plush, curvaceous 
deco pieces, yet the walls are charred wood, 
and a spiky chandelier dominates the down-
stairs dining room — imagine the sets for 
Grand Hotel merged with those for Game of 
Thrones. Upstairs, high ceilings, open(able) 
windows and a “living wall” of leaves and 
blossoms create an airy, open feel. The idea 
behind the rooms’ different vibes and sizes 
is versatility, with the aim of making MB 

Steak suitable for everything from business 
meetings to bachelorette parties.

Under the guidance of Chef Patrick 
Munster (a veteran of SW Steakhouse at 
the Wynn), all the steakhouse standards are 
present, but with quality and quantity that 
typify fine dining a la Vegas. The crab cake 
appetizer contains thumb-sized chunks of 
crabmeat, rather than the usual shreds, 
played up with just enough spice to wake 
your palate to appreciative life. The ahi 
appetizer is simply rendered, with just 
a few twirls of taro/lotus root: The star 
here is the cubes of ruby-red tuna, wet 
and gleaming like watermelon, with a rich, 
velvety texture. 

Steaks come from the Midwest and main-
tain the Morton family standard. The ribeye 
is richly marbled; ordered with an optional 
garlic-Parmesan crust, it’s cooked to a pink-
red inside while maintaining a solid sear 
on the outside, and keeping a bit of crisp to 
the crust, which complements rather than 
overwhelms the meat. Bone-in fillet isn’t a 
usual cut, but ideal for those who like their 
steaks on the petite side, yet still want the 
marbling and flavor that only comes from 
being cooked near the bone. Sides also get 
something extra. Creamed corn is liberally 
studded with chunks of crab and dabs of 

STEAKING A CLAIM 
Opposite page, MB’s ribeye. Left, tuna poke 

with lotus root and pickled cucumber

www.stripburger.com
www.elsegundosol.com
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 Patio DiningPatio Dining  
 

"Best Restaurant...""Best Restaurant..."  
Painted Pony Restaurant 
2 W. St. George Blvd. #22 
St. George, Utah 84770 
(435)634.1700        www.Painted-Pony.com 
 

    Casual Fine Dining | Contemporary AmericanCasual Fine Dining | Contemporary American 

CORNER 
R e s t a u r a n t  &  P u b  

  

E E O R G S ‘ G 

George’s Corner Restaurant 
2 W. St. George Blvd. #1 
St. George, Utah 84770 
(435) 216.7311      GeorgesCornerRestaurant.com 

“Best New Hot Spot”  |  Great American Food“Best New Hot Spot”  |  Great American Food 

BREAKFAST | LUNCH | DINNERBREAKFAST | LUNCH | DINNER  
OPEN 7 DAYS/WEEKOPEN 7 DAYS/WEEK  
7 A.M. 7 A.M. --  MIDNIGHTMIDNIGHT  


offers two GREAT dining options 


www.stgeorgedowntown.com 

chipotle pepper; creamed spinach is finished 
with truffle Gouda and poached egg.

The expansive beverage menu features an 
array of cocktails that employ garden-fresh 
ingredients, as in the strawberry-sage Beet 
Writer, or the Spicy Cucumber Margarita, 
where the coolness of the cuke cuts habanero- 
and jalapeño-infused Tequila. A somewhat 
more, um, festive cocktail option is the Magic 
Mike, a sweet raspberry vodka-and-rosé 
concoction named for the Hard Rock show 
— and which makes a Cosmopolitan seem like 
a straight Scotch. Still, it’s the very (pink) thing 
for a girls’-night-out group before checking 
out the show, along with a few wedge salads 
and American Caviar Sliders (think blinis 
and caviar, except you use the blinis sand-
wich-style). Along with the pre-show crowd, 
MB always has its big round table of red-meat 
businessmen, as well as big-date couples in 

short dresses and button-down shirts tucking 
into a layered carrot cake built for two.

Yet, despite the obligatory crowds of 
tourists and conventioneers, the Morton 
brothers stress that MB Steak is “a locals’ 
place,” and are pleased to see regulars who 
come back for their steak fix. The Mortons 
are quick to remind that locals heading 
to the Hard Rock don’t have to fight Strip 
traffic, or deal with that new scourge known 
as parking fees. And even if that weren’t 
the case, I’d say this welcome new classic 
is still worth the trip.  ✦

THE 
SECRET 
GARDEN 
AT  C H A  G A R D E N 

Lucky Dragon,  

300 W. Sahara Ave.,  

luckydragonlv.com

A hot tea cocktail might strike you as gimmicky, but one sip of The Secret Garden will 

cure you of that idea: It’s like a steamy, lemon-gingery hug for your face, nose, throat 

and other possible winter-afflicted face-cavities. This Asian hot toddy is made from 

passion strawberry tea, honey-ginger syrup, Botanist gin, and St. Germain elderflower 

liqueur. Pouring your own measures of tea and cocktail base is satisfying; watching the 

flower pod blossom in the glass pot — the tea’s hue deepening from gold to sunset pink 

to rich plum — is soothing. Andrew Kiraly

SANDWICH OF  
THE SEA 
MB Steak’s  
American Caviar  
Sliders

M B  ST E A K
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
702-483-4888, hardrockhotel.com
HOURS Mon-Sun, 5-11p

Cocktail  
O F  T H E  M O N T H

www.painted-pony.com
www.georgescornerresturant.com


PRESENTED BY

TM

MOTORCARS
TOWBIN

JOIN US FOR THE 6TH EDITION OF ONE NIGHT FOR ONE DROP

TICKETS ON SALE NOW – 1.844.33WATER – ONEDROP.ORG/ONENIGHT

Don’t miss this spectacular one-night-only production imagined by 
Cirque du Soleil and inspired by the life and music of Grammy-nominated artist Jewel. 

AT MANDALAY BAY RESORT AND CASINO, LAS VEGAS

www.onedrop.org
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lecture

THE FUTURE OF  
THE MIND

MICHIO KAKU
UNLV’S HAM HALL

Assuming the mind has a future,  
this fella — who comes bearing a 

boatload of scientific honors, a shelf 
of best-selling science books, and the 
cojones to attempt the completion of 

Einstein’s unified field theory — is better 
positioned than almost anyone to say 

what it is. Jan. 29, 7:30p, free, but  

registration required, 702-895-2787

THE  

Hot Seat

H
ere now a few words from the cognitive dissident pictured above, Jw Caldwell, 
one of the city’s most bearded, sweetly irascible, and deservedly beloved 
artists. His distinctive canvases wring their own mojo from the text-and-
image tradition of your Ed Ruschas and Wayne Whites, but lit with color 

explorations he credits to the effect of living here. His first exhibit in years, Cognitive 
Dissonance, opens this month in the Rise Gallery in Holsum Lofts.

MY WORK IS more tongue-in-cheek nihilism, if there is such a thing.
JW IS MY real name; I’d like to get that out there. That’s what it says on my birth 

certificate.
THIS SHOW WILL be the usual: pretty heavily text-based, a lot of animal imagery, a lot of 

inside jokes, bumper-sticker philosophy. I’ve been looking through the work a lot lately, 
and it’s all pretty negative. (Laughs.) But, like I say, in a tongue-in-cheek nihilism way. 

I’M WORKING ON an image that involves a hammerhead shark and the saying, “When 
you’re a hammer, the whole world looks like a nail.” It’s basically about headaches. 
The meaning will be there, you just have to peel the onion a little to find it.

PEOPLE HAVE SAID I complain too much, and I say, “Stop making it so easy!”
I WANT IT to be accessible. Art is a visual form of communication, so if I can relay 

my intentions to you in a more direct way, then it works.
A LOT OF times, the phrase comes first — I’ll pick it up from something I’ve read, a 

conversation, song lyrics. I’ll latch onto a phrase, ascribe a meaning to it, then try to 
tweak it. What does this mean, what can it mean? And then the image will often follow 
pretty rapidly after that.

I DON’T BELIEVE in perfection; I like to see the artist’s hand. All the letters are hand-done 
— I don’t use a computer; I rarely use a straight edge. I like to see little fluctuations and 
flaws. (Laughs.) Sometimes you can tell how hungover I was when I painted it.

THERE’S USUALLY A punch line in there that I want you to get, or get close to.   ✦

H OT  S E AT  L E A D  |  ART

Jw Caldwell
The ebulliently “negative” paintings of a singular Vegas artist  

 BY  Scott Dickensheets

COGNITIVE DISSONANCE Jan. 2-30, Rise Gallery in Holsum Lofts. 
Opening reception, 6-9p, Jan. 2

01
02 

PHOTOGRAPH  Brent Holmes
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music
THE  
NATIONAL
JOINT AT THE  
HARD ROCK

Pleasingly melodic white-
guy indie guitar rock — to 
get a sense of their latest 
album, Sleep Well Beast, 
triangulate from Arcade 
Fire, Editors, and Interpol 
— to begin the new year. 
Jan. 20, 7p, $50.50-$126, 

hardrockhotel.com

theater

RED
CLARK COUNTY 
LIBRARY

This is a staged 
reading of 
John Logan’s 
award-winning 
2009 play about 
the artist Mark 
Rothko. Present-
ed by A Public 
Fit, it centers on 
a commission 
for Rothko to 
paint murals for a 
swank restaurant, 
and his tug-of-war 
emotions about 
commercialism 
and the purposes 
of art. (Mature 
audiences only.) 
Jan. 26, 7:30p, 

free, lvccld.org

music
HAYDN,  
HANDEL
SOUTHERN 
NEVADA MUSIC 
ARTS SOCIETY
UNLV’S HAM HALL

You can’t Handel 
the Haydn! Er, 
sorry, we were just 
overcome with the 
intensity of the mu-
sic to be performed 
by the 65 members 
of the Musical Arts 
Chorus and the 
32 players in the 
Musical Arts Or-
chestra: Coronation 
Anthem, by Handel, 
and Te Deum, by 
Haydn. Jan. 21, 

3p, $20, 702-895-

ARTS

www.unlv.edu
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roseman.edu  |  @rosemanuhs

11 Sunset Way | Henderson, NV 89014 | 702-990-4433

10530 Discovery Drive | Las Vegas, NV 89135 | 702-802-2841

10920 S. River Front Parkway | South Jordan, UT 84095 | 801-302-2600

COLLEGE OF DENTAL MEDICINE          COLLEGE OF MEDICINE

COLLEGE OF NURSING          COLLEGE OF PHARMACY

MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

reevaluate 
S U C C E S S
In healthcare education programs around the country, the old 
saying has been “C’s get degrees”. Roseman uses frequent evaluation 
within its Six-Point Mastery Learning Model to insure all students 
are not only grasping but mastering the complex content they 
are learning. Students are assessed every two weeks and must 
achieve a 90% or better on every evaluation to move on. It’s not 
just a number, it’s about training students in a different way so 
they can maximize classroom time and learn by doing. Roseman 
University of Health Sciences has been reevaluating the meaning 
of success since our inception in 1999. Using the Six-Point Mastery 
Learning Model we train a different kind of student to thrive and 
practice in today’s complex world of medicine and patient care. 

Challenge. Reevaluate. Roseman.
 

Learn more at roseman.edu

current events

Amanda  
Fortini

THE WRITER’S BLOCK

Fortini will talk about her coverage 
of the Route 91 shooting for The 

New Yorker. “I’ve gotten so many 
questions about how those pieces 
came together,” she says. “It was 
a combination of pounding the 

pavement and utter lack of sleep 
— which is, to be honest, kind of 

true of every article — and it will be 
interesting to discuss the process.” 

First in a new series of craft talks 
at the bookstore. Feb. 2, 7p, free, 

thewritersblock.org

film

DAM SHORT  
FILM FESTIVAL
BOULDER DAM HOTEL

Four days of short films, more than 
120 of them, presented in 20-plus 

thematic groupings — drama, com-
edy, horror, documentary, music 

video, and more — plus a filmmaker 
panel, social gatherings, and an 

awards gala. All at the very groovy 
and historic Boulder Theatre. Feb. 

8-11, details at damshortfilm.org

THE  

Hot Seat
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‘NOT A DISAPPOINTMENT TO GOD’
Many trans people have encountered bias from religion, but some are seeking —  
 and finding — acceptance in local churches
BY  Michael Lyle

A
s the piano begins to play inside 
Metropolitan Community Church, 
the music invites the handful of con-
gregants to take their seats. It’s a 

Saturday night and the group is actually part of 
Mary Magdalene Friends, which uses the facility 
for its service. 

What makes the group different is that it’s 
made up of mostly LGBT people, with a strong 
showing of transgender women. “Everyone is 
included and invited to the table,” says Jamie Lee 
Sprague-Ballou, lead pastor. She steps up front to 
begin another night’s sermon, this one on living 
each day as though Christ was coming back. “Jesus 
taught us to live for God and beyond the materials 
of the world,” she says from the pulpit.

Along with being the head of Mary Magdalene 
Friends, Sprague-Ballou is also transgender, 
and has been working for years to create a safe 
environment for that community, including 
those who desire to belong to a church. “People 
use religion as a weapon and thump the Bible 
over your head,” Sprague-Ballou says. “But Jesus 
brought love to the outcast.”

Transgender people are fighting for the right 
to simply exist. While acceptance is forthcoming 
in some regards, they still meet widespread social 
and political resistance. On a national front, 
their rights to access public accommodations 
or serve in the military have been challenged. In 
Southern Nevada, they are working to establish 
gender-diverse policies in the school district. 
While these battles tend to become politicized, 
in the end they are mostly about people wanting 
to live safely. 

This also includes the freedom for members 
of the trans community to express their religion. 
There has been some progress on this front. 
According to the Human Rights Campaign, more 
than 5,000 churches across the United States 
welcome LGBT people. The United Church of 
Christ has ordained LGBT people since the ’70s, 
and the United Methodist Church ordained its 
first transgender person this year. Yet, some feel 

A WELCOMING PLACE
“Everyone is invited to the table,” says Pastor Jamie Lee Sprague-Ballou, who has 

established a space where the LGBT community can worship.
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Start Early. 
Start Right.
Challenger School offers 
uniquely fun and academic 
classes for preschool to eighth 
grade students. 

Our students learn to think 
for themselves and to value 
independence.

The results are unmatched at 
any price!

Come see for yourself at an 
Open House! 

Saturday, January 20, 9–1 
Thursday, February 1, 8–5 
Friday, February 9, 8–5 
Monday, February 12, 8–5

Desert Hills 410-7225 
8175 West Badura Ave. 

Green Valley 990-7300 
1725 East Serene Ave.

Los Prados 839-1900  
5150 N. Jones Blvd. 

Summerlin 878-6418 
9900 Isaac Newton Way

© 2017, Challenger Schools. Challenger School admits students of any race, color, and national or ethnic origin. 
Inspir ing Chi ldren to Achieve Since 1963

An independent private school offering preschool through eighth grade

Open Enrollment  
Begins January 16!

Featuring Chef Wes Kendricks’ contemporary 
American cuisine including fresh fish, wild 
game, duck, lamb, Certified  Angus Beef, and 
comfort food classics. Conveniently located off 
the 215 and Warm Springs. Dinner Tuesday -  
Saturday 5pm until closing (around 10pm)

600 E. Warm Springs Road
Las Vegas, NV  
(702) 263-0034

Table 34there are still obstacles to finding a church 
or worshiping freely. “I refuse to allow con-
servative Christians to take my spirituality 
away from me,” Sprague-Ballou says. 

Before putting on the clerical collar, 
Sprague-Ballou wrestled with her own 
spirituality. Growing up in the Catholic 
Church, she knew two things: She was called 
to the ministry from a young age, and she 
felt she didn’t belong in her biologically 
male body. She didn’t really have a term 
for the latter, but knew the feeling would 
impact any chance of serving in the church. 

So she kept her feelings hidden for 
decades and forced herself to seek what 
society told her was normalcy. She held a job 
with Clark County School District. She got 
married and, still a man, fathered children. 

Religion fluctuated in her life at that point. 
Sprague-Ballou left the Catholic Church 
after high school and began attending a 
Pentecostal church. But she quit church 
altogether when she was 37. “I couldn’t go 
to another sermon hearing how I’d be tossed 
into the pits of hell,” Sprague-Ballou says. 
During that time, she also began living a 
double life. In the daylight, she was a devoted 
husband who held down a good-paying 
job. At night, she would go out and meet 
up with men. 

Tired of wrestling with two identities, she 
came out as gay in 2002 and a year later told 
her family she was transgender. 

After coming out, she and the man she 
was seeing (now her husband) began going 
to church again. “I don’t think God ever gave 
up on me,” she says. 

At Metropolitan Community Church, 
near Maryland Parkway and Sahara Avenue, 
the couple found refuge. Out and able to 
get closer to God, Sprague-Ballou could 
come back to this idea that she was called 
into ministry. “Being in a United Church of 
Christ, I started to see just how accepting 
church could be,” she says. “So I started 
looking at what seminaries were willing to 
give education to LGBT people.”

Her first attempt was with a seminary 
based in Berkeley, California, where she 
started in 2010. Though the school said it 
was accepting of LGBT people, Sprague-Bal-
lou says she felt discrimination from one 
teacher, which impacted her education. So 
she switched to San Francisco Theological 
Seminary, doing the bulk of her degree 
online, though she had to travel back and 
forth to the campus sometimes. During that 
time, Sprague-Ballou got more involved in 
the local trans community and began orga-
nizing events for Trans Pride. In a building 
owned by the Metropolitan Community 
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Become a “Friend of Our Family”  
and Change Lives in 2018!

Become a “Friend of Our Family” and support Family Promise of Las 
Vegas’ mission to help homeless families with children in Clark 
County achieve sustainable housing and independence through a 
compassionate community based response.  

Families like Jason, a homeless, unemployed single father with a 
special needs child desperate for help. Assisted by Family Promise 
of Las Vegas, Jason found employment, a home with his child and 
a stable life with a future.  

Go to www.fplv.org, click on “Friends of Our Family” and sign up 
with your first donation. Each month your donation will support 
services to homeless families with children, guiding them back into 
jobs, housing and a hopeful future. 

Donate online at www.fplv.org or mail your check to Family 
Promise of Las Vegas, P.O. Box 270128, Las Vegas, Nevada 89127  

Visit our website at www.fplv.org or contact our director, Terry 
Lindemann at 702-638-8806 for more 
information on how you can make a 
big difference in the lives of homeless 
children and their families in our 
community!

Our sincere thanks to the Wells 
Fargo Foundation for the 
opportunity to share this life 
changing information with you.
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Church, she set up a drop-in center for the 
transgender community called Transcend-
ing the Gender Box, which offers support 
groups, provides food for trans individuals 
who are homeless, and has a computer for 
those who need it. She began encountering 
more trans people looking for community, 
some who were seeking out religion. 

All the while, Sprague-Ballou knew that 
the pastor of Mary Magdalene Friends 
would be retiring in 2017, giving her the 
opportunity to take her place after she 
graduated. Membership has fluctuated, 
and Sprague-Ballou is working to build it 
up again. 

About 15 people attend one evening ’s 
service, during which they pray, sing, and 
worship together. During communion, 
Sprague-Ballou takes pieces of bread, dips 
them in grape juice and gives them out to 
each congregant. Then she prays for each 
person individually. 

Sometime in the middle of worship, 
19-year-old Lorenzo Score sneaks in and 
sits in the back of the church. This is a 
relatively new experience for him. For 
years, long before transitioning to male, 

Score viewed religion and church as a place 
of hate. “Ever since I was about 7 or 8 and 
actually started listening to what they were 
saying,” he says thinking about his Catholic 
upbringing. “Everything was a sin. You had 
to apologize for everything.” Beyond his 
Catholic household, his extended family 
members were Jehovah’s Witnesses. But 
the religion didn’t matter — everywhere 
he looked, Score says, he didn’t really find 
love and acceptance (something he noticed 
even before coming to terms with his own 
gender identity). “People just used religion 
to hate people or sometimes physically harm 
people,” he says. So when he was 11, he was 
done. He told his family no more church.

Score’s distaste for religion was there even 
before he understood he was transgender. He 
came out as a lesbian at 17, to ease his family 
into it. “I thought doing that was a lot safer,” 
he says. In the fall of 2017, he told his family 
the truth: that he was, in fact, transgender. 
“My grandmother, who is a Jehovah’s Wit-
ness, told me I couldn’t be transgender,” 
Score recalls. “She said she wouldn’t accept 
it. That it was too hard for her.”

Score says his mother was tolerant at first, 

which changed in October, once he started 
taking hormones to transition to male. He 
found himself without a place to stay.

In 2016, before Score knew he would come 
out as transgender, he met Sprague-Ballou 
and became familiar with Transcending 
the Gender Box. With no place to go after 
his family disowned him, Score returned, 
finding a welcoming community. 

Sprague-Ballou kept an open invitation 
for Score to come to church. During Trans 
Pride Week in November, he finally took 
up the offer. “This place gives me hope,” he 
says. “It’s nice to see some churches don’t 
use religion as a tool for hate.”

Mary Magdalene Friends isn’t the only 
space for trans people. Though, for Jeremy 
Wallace, it took a few tries to find a church.  

Right after his transition to male, Wallace 
decided to find a local church and landed at 
one he thought he liked. He joined a men’s 
support group. He developed friendships 
with other congregants. However, he was 
closeted about being transgender. Though 
the church (he declines to name it on the 
record) said it was affirming, Wallace says its 
practices didn’t match; he says he witnessed 
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gay churchgoers being treated unfairly. At 
a crossroads, he had to choose between 
staying at that church, hidden, or going to 
another place to be his “authentic self.” He 
chose the latter. 

One Sunday morning, Wallace sits close 
to the front row listening to the music at 
Northwest Community Church, on South 
Rancho Drive. He isn’t the only transgender 
person in the audience of about 70.  

The stage is decorated for the season with 
poinsettias and Christmas decorations. 
On one of the walls a banner reads: Be the 
church. Protect the environment. Care for the 
poor. Forgive often. Reject Racism. Fight for 
the powerless. Share earthly and spiritual 
resources. Embrace diversity. Love God. 
Enjoy this life.

“No matter who you are and where you 
are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here,” 
one member says to the audience at the 
start of service. 

From the moment Wallace walked into 
the Christmas Eve service two years ago, he 
knew he was accepted, he says. He grew up in 
a somewhat spiritual household. His parents 
were different denominations — one Baptist, 
the other Methodist — and didn’t want to 
fight about how to raise their children. The 
result was that religion was present, but 
church became an irregular occurrence.

Wallace sought out God and on his own. 
While he wrestled with his identity, there 
were moments of fighting and anger toward 
God. “I have to believe God is big enough 
to handle my temper tantrums,” he says. 

The more honest Wallace got with God, he 
says, the more at peace he became. Even as 
the world condemned who he was, Wallace 
felt God was loving and accepting. “I did a 
lot of praying before my transition,” Wallace 
says. “I would always pray, ‘If this isn’t the 
right thing, please take it away from me.’ My 
faith actually grew stronger as I transitioned. 
Today, I’m solid in my faith in God. I’ve never 
felt that I’m a disappointment to God, or 
that he made a mistake with me.”

At Northwest Community Church, the 
pastor learned of Wallace’s spiritual journey 
and asked him to share. By this point in his 
life, Wallace had become a public speaker, 
talking about his journey and transgender 
rights. But he had wearied of talking about 
himself and wanted a higher calling. “The 
first time my pastor asked me when I was 
going to seminary, I laughed in his face and 
said he was out of his mind,” Wallace says. 

He continued going to church as a proud, 
out, trans man. Being open made Wallace 
more comfortable serving and volunteering 
at the church. But this year, he found himself 

more receptive to his pastor’s question about 
seminary. He wanted to go. 

“Here I am, a foul-mouthed, tattoo-cov-
ered trans guy going to seminary,” Wallace 
says. “I just knew God was calling me to 
it.” Learning Scripture is also practical, 
considering many people use it to speak 
down to Wallace for being transgender. 
“So I want to know what they are saying, 
the whole passage they are taking it from, 
and the context of that passage,” he says. 

Wallace looked at seminary schools that 
not only were trans friendly, but had a 
diverse student population and also allowed 
for some of the work to be done online. He 
decided on Chicago Theological Seminary. 
“One reason was because when I emailed one 
of the admissions counselors, he had under 
his signature that his preferred pronouns 
were he, his and him,” Wallace says. “For 
the school to even think to do that is huge.”

Wallace has been doing online classes 
for a few months and doesn’t know when 
he will graduate. There has only been one 
time in seminary that Wallace had a class-
mate make an insensitive comment about 
being transgender. Wallace didn’t have to 

respond, though, since his classmates and 
his professor stepped in to advocate on 
his behalf. 

Wallace encounters this intolerance of 
transgender people often from the religious 
community, but he never associates that 
mentality with who God really is. “How can 
someone say they are emulating Christ but 
then exclude people,” he wonders. 

Wallace adds that it’s not just conser-
vative-leaning Christians who often fight 
against accepting the spiritual nature of trans 
individuals. Within the LGBT community, 
many have experienced the hate perpetuated 
by religious figures and scoff at the notion that 
some choose to practice that same religion. 
“Part of my journey is standing up and out 
as a Christian, as well,” he adds. 

People like Wallace and Sprague-Ballou 
stand in the gap. They have found God 
and refuse to let go of that. There is a lot of 
uncertainty in Wallace’s life. God isn’t one 
of those things. “My faith in God is rock 
solid,” he says. “There are lots of moving 
parts, but I feel blessed and lucky because 
the ground I’m standing on is God, and it 
isn’t moving.” ✦

BEING THEIR  
AUTHENTIC SELVES

Jeremy Wallace, above, 
works on a paper for a 
course he’s taking with 

an online seminary. 
Right, Rev. Jamie 

Lee Sprague-Ballou 
of Mary Magdalene 

Friends United Church 
of Christ conducts a 

Bible study class.
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COMPLEX SITUATION
Apartment complexes are springing up with increasing 
frequency — is this good news?
BY Matt Jacob

I 
don’t recall precisely when I first heard the acronym NIMBY, but 
I do recall what I initially thought of it: Not in my back yard? How 
silly. How … unprogressive. Then the years flew by, I became a home-
owner, and someone wanted to build a storage facility on the empty 

lot around the corner from my house. Oh, hell no — not in my backyard!
So, needless to say, I was a tad anxious a few months back when 

earthmovers began leveling the dirt on the empty lot directly across the 
street from where that storage facility was planned (and, thankfully, 
nixed) years prior. After the leveling came the lumber. Then came my 
NIMBY-esque reaction: 

Seriously? ANOTHER ( bleeping) apartment complex?!
Here’s what I mean by “another”: Just west of this new apartment com-

plex is another one that has been there since I moved into my Henderson 
home 16 years ago. Ditto another complex just west of that. Across the 

BUILD OUT
The Castile 

and two other 
complexes 

near Stephanie 
Street in  

Henderson.

street and around the corner? Two more. 
As for this newest apartment devel-

opment, it’s hardly the only one under 
construction or recently completed in my 
neighborhood. In fact, in an area that’s 
roughly two square miles, no fewer than 
eight apartment developments have sprout-
ed in the past 18 months, the largest being 
the sprawling 30-building, 498-unit Castile 
Apartments on the southwest corner of 
Stephanie Street and Interstate 215.

Of course, my back yard is hardly the 
only one that has suddenly been engulfed 
by apartment construction. In addition 
to Henderson, the southeast, west and 
north sides of the valley are experiencing 
an apartment boom — so much so that, 
according to a report produced by New York-
based real-estate data firm Reis, Inc. and 
furnished by locally based Applied Analysis, 
these four areas of town account for more 
than 50 percent of the valley’s apartment 
inventory, with Henderson (28,830 units) 
leading the way at 20 percent. 

The good news? This apartment explosion 
is a clear indicator that our real-estate 
market and economy are robust. Also, 
the overwhelming majority of these de-
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velopments are high-end dwellings that 
command rents that are higher than many 
mortgages (mine included). These new 
“luxury” properties are responsible for a 
steady uptick in average apartment rents 
valley-wide — and by steady uptick, we’re 
talking 24 consecutive quarters in which 
the average monthly rent has increased, 
topping out at $993 at the close of 2017. 

So, clearly, our economy is hot, the con-
struction crane is once again our state bird, 
and people are flocking to the Las Vegas 
Valley at a pre-Great Recession rate. But, 
um, yeah … let’s get back to my back yard 
(and yours). Specifically, what does all this 
apartment development mean to home 
values in nearby subdivisions? And what 
about the traffic impact on our most-used 
roads and other infrastructure?

❉  ❉  ❉  ❉  ❉

DAVID TINA RELOCATED to Las Vegas from 
Long Island, New York, 22 years ago, and 
he’s spent the last 17 of those years working 
in local real estate. Now the president of the 
Greater Las Vegas Association of Realtors, 
he has a very strong opinion about these 
apartment developers.

“Personally,” he says, “I think they’re ge-
niuses. And here’s the reason: We not only 
have an inventory issue with single-family 
homes and residential properties, but it’s 
even more of an issue with rental (homes), 
which are as difficult to get as buying a 
home. So even though it seems like a lot, 
it’s essential for Southern Nevada’s growth 
to have all these apartments. We need as 
many beds as possible, because we are 
third in population growth and first in job 
growth right now.”

Tina pauses. “If I had the means and the 
access,” he says, “I would be jumping right 
into the apartment game.”

According to the Nevada 
State Apartment Association 
(NSAA), there were an average 
of 2,200 units built annually 
between 2011 and 2016. Going 
forward, the organization es-
timates that a whopping 6,234 
units a year will be required to 
meet expected needs by 2030. 
“The lack of (apartment) devel-
opment due to the downturn in 
the economy has resulted in a 
shortage,” says Susy Breckon, 

president of the NSAA. “We’re now trying 
to catch up to projected demand.”

Okay, so it’s clear a surge in population com-
bined with an apartment shortage, a spike in 
the median price of a new single-family home 
(now up to $355,000), and stricter lending 
laws have resulted in this rise in apartment 
construction. But don’t large clusters of apart-
ment complexes drive down the values of 
neighboring single-family homes? After 
all, who wants to buy a house that’s within a 
five-minute drive of eight new (and countless 
existing) apartment developments?

“There is a fair amount of NIMBY-ism 
that’s going to happen no mat-
ter where multifamily units 
go in,” says Jeremy Aguero, 
principal at Applied Analysis. 
“There tends to be a stigma.” 
Consider a recent thread on 
Nextdoor.com, a hyperlocal 
website with sections devoted 
to specific neighborhoods. A 
rumor that part of the Black 
Mountain Golf and Country 
Club in Henderson would be 
sold to developers of high-den-
sity housing resulted in dozens 

“The lack of 
(apartment) 

development due 
to the downturn 
in the economy 
has resulted in  
a shortage. …  

We’re now 
trying to catch 
up to projected 

demand.”

BUILD IT AND THEY WILL RENT
Henderson leads the valley in apartment inventory, with new construction near Gibson and the 215 Beltway adding to the total.
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of angry, worried, determined posts by 
nearby residents committed to keeping 
apartments out of the area.

But those concerns often aren’t justified, 
Aguero says. “If you look at the product that 
is going in today, these are not low-income 
apartments. These are relatively expensive, 
high-quality dwelling units that frankly 
are competing with homes in some ways, 
as opposed to being a reflection of lower 
income.” 

The veteran real estate agent agrees 
wholeheartedly with the veteran analyst.

“Nine out of 10 times, (resale home values) 
are a direct reflection of the neighborhood 
around you,” Tina says. “It all depends on 
what these apartments are fetching for rent. 
These apartments should supplement their 
(surrounding) community in a positive 
way if the rental rate reflects the market 
around it.”

Indeed, while the average asking rent for 
all apartments across the valley is just shy 
of $1,000 per month, units built after 2009 
are fetching $1,360, per the Reis report. And 
few renters are experiencing sticker shock, 
as evidence by the fact that the apartment 
vacancy rate across the county was a scant 
3.6 percent at the close of 2017.

“I live in Summerlin, and I look at the 
apartment complex they’re building down 
the street from me as a positive because 
people are paying a high premium to live 
there … and have access to the better schools 
and services,” Tina says. “And, yeah, it will 
create some congestion. But then they build 
more roads and they build more restaurants 
and they build more services, which bring 
more jobs, and it continues.”

However, as Aguero notes, these high-
end complexes won’t help fill the need 
for economical working-class housing, 
the kind typically offered by apartments. 
“It will exacerbate the problem,” he says. 
“Affordable and workforce housing is already 
an emerging issue.”

So is that traffic Tina referenced.

❉  ❉  ❉  ❉  ❉

IT’S 4:30 ON a recent Friday afternoon, so, 
in theory, most of the workforce has yet to 
call it a week. Yet as I make my way south 
on Stephanie Street toward the 215, the 
congestion has already reached a point 
where I consider ditching my vehicle and 
walking to the nearest tavern. As I sit at 
a light (for a second cycle, mind you), I 
begin to think about all the new apartments 
around me, particularly the ones that aren’t 
yet completed. 

What will this street, as well as adjacent, 
frequently used arteries, look like at 5:30 
p.m. on a weekday when all those apartment 
units are rented? If I wanted to sit in traffic, 
I would’ve stayed in Southern California — 
at least there I can roll down my windows 
without freezing or burning.

The light turns green, and as I resume my 
sluggish journey home, I do a left-to-right 
scan of this six-lane street (three lanes each 
way) and notice that every retail center on 
both sides is built to the sidewalk. Which 
means there’s no way the city can widen 
this street even if it wanted to.

“Every time you put a dwelling unit up, you 
are increasing traffic. The point is a very fair 
one,” Aguero says. “As you infill some of these 
developments, is there sufficient capacity on 
the roadways to be able to handle it? I would 
like to believe the planning folks have thought 
through all of that, and that as development 
continues they will be expanding the streets 
or putting in transit alternatives that will help 
alleviate some of (the traffic). But I’m also 
very well aware that that might be something 
of a naïve assumption.”

Pushkin Kachroo is a professor in UNLV’s 
Department of Electrical & Computer En-
gineering. He’s also something of a traffic 
expert. Sitting in his office, he attempts 
to assuage my congestion concerns by 
assuring me that public works agencies are 
constantly monitoring traffic flow, relying 
on intricate computer models that reveal 
when roadways start to become unbearable 

time sucks or, worse, unsafe. Kachroo 
also says there are always workarounds 
to relieve bottlenecks, even if it appears 
as though there’s no room for roadway 
widening — he even suggests the possibility 
of “building up … like a flyover.”

He also mentions taking alternative 
routes down side streets whenever pos-
sible, and we both agree that smartphone 
navigation apps very well could become 
our best traveling companions — especially 
once some tech genius figures out to how 
to program them in a way that navigation 
can be tailored to each person’s preferred 
travel habits.

Kachroo then offers a few final words of 
encouragement — sort of. “At least we’re no-
where near California’s rate of congestion,” 
he says. “But if the growth rate continues …”

And schools? Rick Baldwin, director of 
demographics, zoning, and geographic infor-
mation systems for the Clark County School 
District, says his team monitors growth 
patterns, and has noted the apartment 
complexes going up along major corridors. 
They’ll work their projections into the 
ongoing school construction bond as needed. 
Also, in some cases — for instance, near the 
apartment boom by my place — the district 
has agreements with city governments to 
turn selected park sites (which were built 
on land CCSD owns) into school sites if the 
student growth spikes.

❉  ❉  ❉  ❉  ❉

THAT STAT FROM the Nevada State Apartment 
Association is tattooed on my brain: An 
estimated 6,234 units per year will be needed 
to meet expected needs by 2030. 

So is another nugget from that Reis re-
port: More than 4,000 apartment units are 
currently under construction in Henderson, 
the southeast, and west — and another 
5,000-plus are planned or proposed.

So is Aguero’s prediction.
“There’s always some concern about 

overbuilding within the apartment mar-
ket,” he says. “That having been said, the 
apartment vacancy rate is less than 5 
percent today, which is essentially almost 
fully occupied, and we’re seeing rents 
increase. Higher rates of occupancy com-
bined with higher rent rates will create an 
incentive for increased development, not a 
disincentive. So this is a trend we’re going 
to see for a while.”

Translation: Quit your complaining, Mr. 
NIMBY. Just be damn grateful a developer 
turned that dirt across from your subdivi-
sion into an apartment complex and not a 
storage facility!  ✦



We (and you) have  
questions! They have 
answers! (Among them: 
chocolate cake, UFOs, 
and a character named 
Rabbi Schlimazel.) 
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How do you think the success of Las 

Vegas bands, including The Killers and 

Imagine Dragons, has changed the 

world’s perception of Las Vegas as an en-

tertainment capital? Or do you even think 

that the world connects the fact that you 

are from Vegas? (Myron Martin, president 

and CEO, The Smith Center)

I think before The Killers, Las Vegas was 

widely seen as a place for older “entertain-

ers” with antiquated charm to semi-grace-

fully watch their curtains close. Nobody 

thought of it as any kind of creative 

breeding ground. It’s nice to be a part of 

the change. And I think people do connect 

us with Las Vegas. We’ve made damn sure 

of it! This is our town. This is why we walk 

the way we walk, talk the way we talk, 

and play the way we play, and we’re not 

ashamed of it. 

What’s one local band when you were 

coming up that you were 100 percent 

positive was going to make it big? And 

what local bands influenced you? (Steven 

Matview, punksinvegas.com)

Ronnie (Vannucci, Killers drummer) used 

to be in a band called Expert on October. 

I can remember being in high school and 

hearing buzz about how they were des-

tined for a big record contract. It always 

made me jealous. Thank Elvis they didn’t. 

As for local bands that influenced me, 

there weren’t really any. We were coming 

at it from a whole other universe than 

the other bands that were around in the 

early 2000s. But I will say knowing that 

ASK ME  
ANYTHING

AMA

Brandon 
Flowers

LEAD SINGER,  
THE KILLERS

(These  
interviews  
have been  
edited for  
length and  

clarity.) 
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What are people in the tourism business most excited about right now?
The addition of pro sports to Southern Nevada. When we used to talk about 

attracting a pro sports team here, back when I worked for Mayor (Oscar) 
Goodman, it seemed like it was such a pipe dream. And now to have four or 
five teams in a very short period of time come to Las Vegas is just phenomenal. 
… It’s also really exciting that there’s some activity starting at the north end 
of the Strip, with Fontainebleau and the acquisition of the Echelon site by 
Resorts World and the acquisition of the old New Frontier property. And 
Derek Stevens has some big plans for Downtown. So I think there are big 
things coming.

What’s next in nongaming attractions at casinos? 
The business model definitely is moving … there is getting to be a larger 

share of revenue coming from experiences. And when I say “experiences,” I 
mean everything from running down the Strip in the Las Vegas Marathon, to 
zip-lining down the Fremont Street Experience, to using this as a jumping-off 
point for an eco-tourism adventure at one of the national parks or other 
surrounding areas. You’re going to continue to see that evolve.

On a scale of one to 10, with one being least and 10 being most, how likely 
are we to see each of the following within the next decade: e-sports.

I would say that’s a 10. It’s coming, and probably faster than in a decade. 

Virtual reality? 
Virtual reality, in some small forms, is here. I’d give that a 10, too. 

Cultural tourism? 
That will depend on how those cultural opportunities are developed. 

When you look at things like the Ice Age Park (Tule Springs Fossil Bed 
National Monument) or Gold Butte — even these sort of spontaneous 
art projects that pop up like Seven Magic Mountains — you see that an 
amazing thing about Southern Nevada is that we have the space to do 
that kind of large-scale cultural experience, and we have so many natural 
resources here that are still relatively new or unexplored. So there’s a lot 
of opportunity for that. 

Last one: cannabis tourism?
We set records for tourism before recreational marijuana was legal. Likely, it 

will be legal in most places by the end of the decade. So in terms of distinguishing 
us from another destination, I don’t see that as being a driving force in tourism.  

Slaughter had done it gave me some sort 

of inspiration. Me and Mark (Stoermer, 

The Killers’ bassist) both graduated from 

the same high school (Chaparral) as Mark 

Slaughter. And having that close proximity 

made the dream seem more attainable. 

How does your LDS faith exist in relation 

to your music? Is it in a separate box, 

or does it find expression somehow in 

your music or perhaps in your career as a 

musician? (Andrew Kiraly)

I don’t think my LDS faith can exist in 

a separate box. Not if I’m following it 

faithfully, anyway. In the early days of the 

band, there was a real internal struggle 

and a lot of identity-searching. I want-

ed to be authentic; and being a good 

Mormon boy had never been affiliated 

with rock ‘n’ roll on that large of a scale 

before. It took some trial and error, but 

I’m starting to inhabit a place that feels 

like mine.

Is it hard to juggle family and your music 

career? Anything unusual you do to make 

it work? For example, does the family 

ever tour with you? (Andrew Kiraly)

It is hard to have a successful family and a 

successful music career at the same time. 

But I’m one of the extremely lucky ones. 

The success of the band has allowed me 

to bring the family out as much as we 

can. Or for me to be able to fly to them 

more often than I would have been able to 

otherwise. My boys are 10, 8, and 6 now, 

and it’s a lot easier on my wife to travel 

with them. 

What kinds of things inspire your song-

writing when you’re out on the road 

touring? Is it places or people, or feelings 

that you get from being in new places 

or places you’ve been before? (Angela 

Chan-Stopa, associate conductor/key-

boardist, Le Rêve)

I love seeing new places, and I’ve been to 

more countries than the son of a produce 

man has any business going to. But I find 

that the same things still inspire me: songs 

I grew up loving, the desert and openness 

of the West, the surges of optimism in Las 

Vegas, and the corner of Boulder High-

way and Lake Mead in Henderson at any 

sundown.

Andrew Kiraly

VIRGINIA VALENTINE
PRESIDENT, NEVADA RESORT ASSOCIATION

On the future of the Strip 
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For casinos, the federal law against it 
is an issue, right? 

There is a problem with federal law. 
Gaming regulations and state law require 
that gaming licensees — it’s a privilege 
license — comply with all state and federal 
laws. And until the federal government takes 
a different view of recreational marijuana, 
there is no way to reconcile marijuana use 
and gaming licenses.

In a post October 1 world, how does the 
city’s biggest industry keep its visitor 
base feeling safe, wanting to come here? 

The number one priority in the tourism 
industry is that visitors, guests, residents, 
and employees must feel safe. It is para-
mount to everything else. You cannot come 
and have a good time if you don’t feel safe. 
This was an opportunity for everyone to 
look at their security plans. … The county 
has been very proactive in installing bollards 
along the Strip to prevent ... 

Installing what? 
Bollards are posts that will go between 

pedestrians and traffic and will basically 
prevent a very heavy vehicle moving very fast 
from driving onto the sidewalk where the 
pedestrians are. So there was an opportunity 
here to prevent something from happening, 
and the county took it. 

For years, the resorts have said that the 
economy needs to rely less on sales taxes 
from them to support state government; 
that means a more diversified economy. 
What are you seeing on that now? 

In our last Fact Book, where we go through 
all of the different types of taxes the resort 
industry pays, the tourism industry was 
still about 42 percent of the entire state 
general fund. That number is down a little 
bit, possibly due to the commerce tax. Not 
that we’re paying any less tax — we are 
paying more taxes in total than we’ve ever 
paid — but we’ve always supported broad-

based taxes. So, before the commerce tax 
there were basically only three industries 
that paid any industry-specific corporate 
taxes at all, and that was gaming, mining, 
and banking or financial institutions. So we 
very much support diversification. 

Is the #MeToo moment having an impact 
on the Strip?

Well, I don’t have the statistics with me, 
but the gaming industry is a huge employer 
of women, so if they’re voting with their 
employment record, the resort industry is 
a leader across the board in terms of diverse 
and gender employment. … As for women in 
the workplace, I don’t have any information 
on that, but I think everyone would agree 
that what’s happening should encourage 
women to come forward and speak out.

The resort industry is still pretty male 
dominated. Will there be more opportu-
nities for women going forward? 

The trend is toward more women exec-
utives in gaming, and there are some very 
powerful and influential women in gaming 
already: Jan Jones Blackhurst (executive 
VP at Caesars), Kimmarie Sinatra (general 
counsel at Wynn), and Denice Miller (senior 
VP at MGM) are on my board.  

How are you feeling about the sports 
betting case before the Supreme Court? 

I have members who would like to see 
sports betting stay in Nevada, and I have 
members who see legalized sports betting 
as the next big thing. And, obviously, it has 
that potential. So I think we’re all watching 
anxiously to see what happens. … One of the 
questions is, there’s so much illegal sports 
betting happening now, if that became legal, 
then of course the tax revenue, the handle, 
all of the economic activity around that, 
would be part of the economy instead of 
happening offline, then I think it could be 
good.   Heidi Kyser

I DON’T SEE (CANNABIS)  
AS BEING A DRIVING 
FORCE IN TOURISM.  
… IT’S NOT LIKE YOU’RE 
GOING TO COME HERE 
JUST BECAUSE  
MARIJUANA IS LEGAL.
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Astrid: With the theater, what exactly is it you do? What is Levi’s day? 

Levi: We’re basically an all-volunteer operation, so there’s lots of things to 
do. When it was five of us just out of college, it all seemed very easy to wrap 
your head around it. But as we are in our sixth season at Art Square Theatre, 
trying to become a sort of next-level organization, you start to really see all 
the organization that needs to go into it. Right now, I’m really trying to plug 
the holes of what an arts organization needs. It’s exciting because it’s growth, 
but there are growing pains as well. So it’s trying to find the right people for 
the right job, trying to keep people engaged and motivated. 

Astrid: Engaged ... that’s a big one for everything. How do we keep people 
engaged? I think that’s for everybody. 

Levi: What struggles did you find in keeping people engaged? In my vision, 
the issues that you’re working through are much higher priority, much more 
specific and immediate, so there’s probably a little bit more natural engage-
ment. 

Astrid: I work a lot with immigration, particularly, and it’s either, you get this 
letter or you don’t; you’re accepted or you’re not. And a lot of times, it’s easy for 
people to feel disengaged because they’re being told no, or they’re being told 
they don’t belong here by the guy in the comments section. Sometimes it’s eas-
ier to just pretend it’s not happening. That’s one of the biggest issues we have.  

Levi: And also Vegas — I love it; I think it’s an amazing city — but it’s a very 
distracted city. There’s a lot to break through to get people to show up or 
become engaged, or to make your issue what they are attached to, because 
there’s so much they can do.
 
Astrid: What are some of the social issues you address at Cockroach Theatre? 
Levi: It’s funny, I don’t particularly see us as tackling social issues outright. 

C O N V E R S A T I O N

ON THE 
ART OF 
ACTIVISM 
AND  
ACTIVISM 
AS ART
Levi Fackrell, artistic director of  
Cockroach Theatre

Astrid Silva, Dreamer and immigrants’ 
rights activist 
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I choose plays that sort of create a 
dialogue. I don’t — and this runs 
counter to what I think a lot of peo-
ple think I would say — particularly 
like activism in the work itself. The 
benefits come from the process; 
bringing people together is where 
the real value lies. 

Astrid: What’s interesting to me, 
with going to the theater, is that you 
have to sit there. It’s impolite to take 
your phone out and start texting. It’s 
one of the few places where people 
are in the moment in our over-tech-
nology-saturated world. … For me 
that’s what art really has to offer. 

Levi: So when you see an actor or 
a director putting their opinions 
out there on issues that you’re so 
familiar with, how does that make 
you feel?  

Astrid: I think it really depends. 
Sometimes it’s not helpful. But, 
especially with social media, it has 
been helpful to have celebrities 
talking about different issues. … 
For so many years we were taught, 
live in the shadows, be quiet, don’t 
talk. And now, a couple weeks ago, 
there was an actor (Bambadjan 
Bamba) who came out and said he 
had Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals, and people are like, Oh, 
wow! … This is somebody they’ve 
seen in their living room.
 
Levi: I guess my challenge is scale. 
I’m like, what does this one play do? 
What’s the effect of it? You see what 
goes into it, and you understand 
what people sacrifice to put on a 
play, and you wonder, is it worth it? 
And then you see a YouTube video 
or something that goes viral, and 
there was very little put into it, but it 
effects much more change. 

Astrid: We have that, too, where 
it’s like, is this petition actually go-
ing to do anything? Am I putting 
in 12 hours a day of standing out-
side of a grocery store to get 5,000 
signatures, and then the repre-
sentative leaves it in a box in their 
storage, like, what does it matter? ... 
We just did Inside Out a month and 
a half ago. That was an art project 
that takes a picture of your face, 

and then they post it in public to 
say that you support the Dream Act 
and preserving Temporary Pro-
tected Status. It’s like this giant 
bus that travels around with a giant 
printer. For some people, their form 
of activism is taking that picture. 
It’s not going to a protest, because 
they’re undocumented and they’re 
afraid to get arrested. So this gives 
them a way to express themselves 
through art, even if it’s one picture 
out of 75 pictures on this giant wall. 

Levi: It’s a different access point. 

Astrid: And that’s something that 
we need to look into more. What 
other access points can there be 
through art for people to really ex-
press how they’re feeling? 

Levi: To me, the access point is 
less in the actual work itself, and 
instead in the creation and the pro-
cess of it. That’s where community 
is created, where understanding is 
created, where trust is created. ... 
And it’s also being able to put your-
self into another person’s shoes. 
In that way, the work can have a 
great effect on an individual level.  

Astrid: When I was younger, I 
wanted to be an architect. I did all 
of the painting and coloring classes. 
So whenever I’m just done with ev-
erything, that’s where I go to. I like 
to do crafts. I like to wood-burn. 
That’s my favorite, because you 
feel there’s something changing. 
With activism, you’re doing things 
(whose results) you may never see. 
But I can take a piece of wood and 
make it into something beautiful;  
it really helps me to see something 
clearly. ... I never said that out loud 
before. (Laughs) 

Levi: That’s so beautiful. ... I try 
to be at the door after every show, 
and each face is different, each re-
action is different. Some, you can 
see that you affected them. And to 
take words on a page and, over the 
course of six weeks, two months, 
with the help of lots of other people 
committed to it, create this thing 
that can affect someone visibly. To 
see change happen, it is inspiring 
for sure.  Heidi Kyser

It’s not like I set out to provoke. It’s accidental, 
it’s almost a joke at this point. I don’t know 
what’s going to make people upset. I just try 
to tell a story I think is funny, and sometimes 
it doesn’t really go that way ...

So you don’t start with that goal of, “All 
right, I’m going to freak people out ...”

Yeah. There was that play I did a while ago, 
Tinfoil Haberdashery. I would tell people what 
it was about, like, “The two police officers that 
got shot at Cicis and —” and they would be like, 
Oh my God! and I’m like, “Hold on, I’m not done. 
So these people go online and —” Oh, my God! 
“Hold on, I’m not done,” and then I finally get 
to the punchline (the play is about internet-fed 
conspiracy and paranoia), and they’re like, Oh, 
isn’t that interesting. Anything out of context 
seems like we’re just doing it to be childish or 
provoke, but it wasn’t necessarily our mission.

Have you ever been in a situation where 
you expected an audience to react a certain 
way, and you were shocked by how they 
actually did react?

Yeah, yeah, all the time. Every single time. 
We did a show called The Shonda of Rabbi Schli-
mazel, which was subtitled Stanpanafka in the 
Tochas Alla Vey, which in Yiddish translates to 
“f*** a whore in the a**, my lips to God.” It was 
like a juvenile stunt. We wanted to do a Jewish 
Rocky Horror Picture Show, and I did it on 
Passover — but only because Passover fell on the 
same day as April Fool’s. I thought, “This will be 
a gag, it’ll run over two weekends, just for fun.” 
But for whatever reason, the Review-Journal 
put it in the religious news section. So this 
busload of people from Summerlin comes in, 
and I’m like, “Oh my god, we’re f***ed!” They’re 
going to freak out! They’re going to walk out!”

ERNEST  
HEMMINGS

PLAYWRIGHT, PRODUCER, ACTOR

On the role of provocation in art
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There’s a scene right before the inter-
mission where Rabbi Schlimazel drops his 
pants, and he’s there with the prostitute 
— in the background the family is going 
through the prayer before dinner without 
Rabbi Schlimazel because he’s downstage 
shtupping this hooker, and there’s like 
this black-magic, sex-magic ceremony going on. I am in the back sweating bullets, 
wondering when they’re going to start fleeing. 

And they don’t leave. They don’t even leave their seats during intermission. 
They stay. They’re laughing, they’re talking about it. It sold out the rest of the 
performances. It was ridiculous. I wasn’t expecting that. But it might be skewed 
because of the town that we live in — this isn’t a town that is easily offended. We’re 
pretty desensitized.

In your recent play Cancer Dog — usually when something is about cancer, 
it’s heartwarming, or there’s a big “triumph of the human spirit” payoff. 
Did you deliberately mess with that idea?

Yes. Because when you have this sick dying person, they become a saint, no 
matter how horrible they are. My mom, whom the play was kind of based on, has 
all of these stories about her mother, when they were doing hospice care taking 
care of my grandmother — it was like a Faulkner novel toward the end there. It’s 
kind of their story, because my grandmother was awful to my mom. I guess her 
entire youth was nothing but awful child abuse that would make one of those 
Joan Crawford stories look like a picnic. But here she was taking care of her dying 
mother in her last days, mopping up the puke and the crap and making sure she 
was treated well ... and … why? 

What I wanted to show was the release, the relief. Because, really, that’s what 
families go through. From my experience, anytime we’ve gone through these 
deaths there’s always been a feeling of relief. It’s never, “Oh my gosh, I wish they 
were still here, coughing up blood and yelling really horrible things.” It’s just: “It’s 
over.” But then you have the moments of, “I wish we could have done X, Y, or Z.” 

I wanted the audience to go through that with us. That’s why it was as humorous 
as possible. And I made sure all of the humor was really mean-spirited, so the jokes 
were mean-spirited, it was like, ugh, you didn’t want to laugh, but you laughed. 
“Why did I laugh at that?” And you start to wonder why anyone would think this 
lady was worth hanging out with — you’re like, “We’re going to give her some slack 
because she’s not from this generation, and those are the jokes they told back then.” 
So you laugh along and give yourself permission to do that. But then you start to 
see the ugliness underneath, and you’re like, “I really don’t like her either.” And 
by the time it’s time for her to die, you’re like, “Oh, I feel terrible that she’s going 
that way.” You get tricked into it. And now that you feel like shit, why don’t you 
go out into the lobby, treat yourself to a beer at the bar?

You deserve it!
Exactly. And we can all have a good laugh afterward. “Wasn’t that a fun show?” 

So I’m just trying to tickle and punch at the same time, and have some kind of 
cathartic moment for everyone, so we can at least have that feeling of release. 

Is that what you want, for someone in the audience to stand up and shout, 
“Yeah!”

Or to gasp. That’s my favorite. That’s like a standing ovation, when you get the 
entire audience to gasp at one time.  Lissa Townsend Rodgers

It seems we’ve entered a time in which 
people give the same weight to opinions 
as to facts, and in which they’re much 
less willing to be swayed by facts. How 
does this complicate your work as an 
investigative reporter?

It not only seems much worse, it is much 
worse. Facts and truth have taken serious 
body shots. They’re on the canvas, and the 
ref is counting them out, but it looks like 
they are getting back up. 

There have always been attacks on journal-
ism, as well as counter-narratives promoted 
by political interests. What’s different now 
is the triumph of tribal loyalties, both on the 
right and the left. We’ve seen tribal loyalty 
trump science, loyalty to country and con-
stitution, fealty to our military. We have even 
seen tribalism prevail over religious beliefs. 
(Example: Christian conservatives rallying to 
support Roy Moore in Alabama, even though 
he admitted a hankering for teenage girls.)

In this kind of hyperpartisan environ-
ment, it’s not surprising that someone would 
promote the existence of “alternative facts,” 
even though that idea is preposterous. We 
know the Earth is not flat. We know who 
won the popular vote last year. Those are 
verifiable facts. But I suspect that if certain 
news organizations were to defend false facts 
on any of these points, a pretty substantial 
portion of the tribalists would go along with it.

If anything, the triumph of bullshit over 
fact has made my job more important than 
ever. Journalism is hard work. Digging up 
facts, especially facts that someone in power 
is trying to hide, is difficult. Unleashing a 
torrent of personal opinion and vitriol is 
not. The tsunami of fake news, alternative 
facts, and unsupported opinion can and does 
overwhelm many of us. We need journalists 
to help us separate wheat from chaff.

GEORGE KNAPP
INVESTIGATIVE REPORTER

On truth, journalism,  
and UFOs

“OH MY GOD, WE’RE 
F***ED! THEY’RE  
GOING TO FREAK 
OUT! THEY’RE GOING  
TO WALK OUT!”



By the way, there was a Rand study a year 
or so ago which looked at how the Kremlin 
promotes disinformation. The goal is to 
confuse and overwhelm the public so that, in 
the end, people just give up trying to separate 
fact from fiction. That should scare all of us 
down to our bones, especially when we look 
at how things have played out over the last 
two years. Attacks on media bias are not 
new, nor do I think the criticism is entirely 
undeserved. But what we are seeing now 
is an attack not just on journalism, but on 
reality itself. When politicians can create 
their own reality — and their public goes 
along with it — then everything we profess 
to care about is in serious peril.

Solid, professional journalism is a defense 
against the triumph of false narratives. The 
act of ferreting out truth is pretty much the 
same as always, but getting people to take 
off their tinfoil hats and listen to something 
that clashes with their personal opinions is 
much harder than at any time in my career. 

You’ve long had a foothold in two worlds 
— fact-based investigative journalism, 
and reporting on such topics as UFOs, a 
world in which there are as many gray 
areas as facts. Are there differences in 
the way you approach each?

I’ve always approached the UFO subject 
the same way I would handle any other 
story. It’s my job to figure out what is true, 
what is factual, and what can be supported 
by evidence. Ninety to 95 percent of every-
thing related to UFOs is either made up, 
distorted, or is an honest mistake, which 
is why I always tried to focus on the other 
5-10 percent. If there is nothing but an 
eyewitness account, then chances are it is 
not something I would report.

The public has always been interested in 
UFOs, but my media colleagues have not. 
I’ve taken a lot of grief over the years, and 
the harshest comments have always come 
from fellow journalists who feel my cover-
age of UFOs is an embarrassment to the 
profession. My view is that ignoring the 
subject is a greater embarrassment because 
it means my media brethren have committed 
the cardinal sin. They made up their minds 
ahead of time without doing any digging. 
We’re not supposed to do that — not for 
UFOS, not for any story or subject.

Suffice to say, I had to smile when the 
media narrative about UFOs suddenly 
changed back in December. The New York 
Times, which has been hostile to the UFO 
subject for decades, suddenly saw the light. 
Overnight, other news organizations under-
went their own conversions. They seemed 

stunned to find out there is a legitimate story 
here after all, even though almost everything 
in those stories had been reported before. 
Robert Bigelow’s involvement in a secret 
Pentagon study is something I put on the air 
more than five years ago. The USS Nimitz’s 
encounter with a Tic Tac UFO first broke 
more than three years ago. In October, 
when Luis Elizondo made his first public 
statements about the Pentagon’s interest 
in UFOs, only two mainstream reporters 
in the country reported it, and I was one of 
them. The New York Times didn’t give it a 
single mention. Now, it’s one of the biggest 
stories of the year. 

What’s the most encouraging trend 
you’ve seen lately in the practice of 
journalism?

I am proud to see news organizations 
stand up to power, even in the face of overt 
threats from the government, petty insults 
aimed at particular reporters, threats to 
broadcast licenses, threats to cut off access 
to people and places, attacks on specific 
journalists and news organizations, and the 
encouragement of violence against report-
ers. There have always been criticisms about 
media bias, and it is true that bias does exist. 
Reporters are human beings, after all. We all 
make subjective judgments in the course of 
covering stories. But, in my lifetime, there 
has never been such a sustained and foul 
assault on a free press as what we are seeing 

now, along with the vigorous promotion of 
demonstrably false information. And, until 
recently, there haven’t been self-sustained 
news cocoons where like-minded people 
can reinforce their own preconceptions and 
exclude all information that might challenge 
their understanding of the world. I am not 
sure people realize what the long-term 
consequences of this might be. When the 
government is the ultimate arbiter of truth, 
things can get twisted in a real hurry. 

The partisan tribalists on the right and the 
left may be lost causes, but fact and truth can 
still make a difference for the large group of 
us in the middle. We saw that in Alabama’s 
U.S. Senate race. The stories about Roy 
Moore’s appetites didn’t change everyone’s 
minds, but they changed just enough to 
swing that election. Facts matter, and once 
in awhile, truth does emerge. We are seeing 
that right now with the UFO topic.

I am encouraged by some of the tools now 
emerging in the digital world, the ability of 
people to track things down, to verify photos, 
to seek out sources of information that are 
solid and well-sourced. The trick is, they 
have to be willing to look for information 
that might conflict with their own die-hard 
worldviews. Scott Dickensheets

I’VE ALWAYS  
APPROACHED 
THE UFO  
SUBJECT  
THE SAME  
WAY I WOULD  
HANDLE ANY 
OTHER STORY.  
IT’S MY JOB  
TO FIGURE  
OUT WHAT IS 
TRUE, WHAT  
IS FACTUAL.
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Giada De Laurentiis’ self-named 

restaurant in the Cromwell will be 

joined by her second operation, 

Pronto, at Caesars Palace in late 

January, right around the time 

she’ll receive her Woman of the 

Year award from Nevada Ballet 

Theatre. Fans and dining critics 

wanted to get inside the celebrity 

chef’s head — and kitchen — with 

food questions.

What is your favorite food  

memory? (Mi Ann Dennett, fan)

That would probably be when I 

was super young, about 5 or 6 

years old, making pizza with my 

grandfather. We used to do a 

Sunday, sort of, more than din-

ner — it was more like a day. My 

grandfather loved making pizza. 

I think that, for me, was the most 

fun, because you can eat the 

ingredients as you go along. And 

then you eat what you’ve made, 

which is, to me, the most fun 

about cooking. 

What’s an Italian dish that’s 

near unknown in America and 

deserves more love on menus 

stateside? (Mitchell  

Wilburn, food writer)

Probably Aglio Olio e Peperon-

cino, a very, very, very simplistic 

ASK ME  
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What are the challenges ahead, not just 
for Culinary workers in particular, but 
service workers in general?

You know, we all love our iPhones. But in 
reality, now, when you go to the airport, you 
don’t need to see anybody to check in. You have 
your iPhone to check in, you get your boarding 
pass and you go to the plane. We know that 
technology will be a challenge for workers in 
the casinos, and we have to figure out how we 
can really protect jobs.

Is it a question of resisting that technology 
or finding a way to coexist with it? 

We have to figure out how we prepare the 
workforce for that change. The Culinary’s done 
a lot to bring a great standard of living to Las 
Vegas, and it’s like a big community, too. They 
live here, they buy houses here, and their kids 
go to schools here. We use the doctors here and 
everything else — it’s a big package. The wider 
community benefits because of these jobs. 
We have to figure out how the jobs stay here.

People sometimes forget that Culinary 
workers on the Strip are part of a whole 
ecosystem that’s plugged into the middle 
class of the entire city.

If you have good wages, people spend 
their money. If you have a good job, 
and your job is secure, you say, 
“I’m gonna buy a house, I have 
decent wages, I can take care 
of my family, I have health 
care to protect my family, I 
will retire with dignity.” It’s 
established families in the 
community. The Culinary 
Union in Las Vegas is a stable 
family that reflects an entire 
community.

 Is the idea of taking pride in your work, 
no matter how simple, passé? Or the idea 
of basic respect for anyone doing a job? It 
seems like the dominant success narrative 
these days focuses on the singular vision-
aries and entrepreneurs in tech. 

I think people need to be reminded that 
people deserve respect, not because of the 
job you do, but because every human being 
deserves respect. It doesn’t matter what job 
you perform; it’s a job you have with dignity, 
because you work so hard to bring money 
home. The person who delivers mail to my 
home — I respect that person. I know the 
person works so hard, in the cold weather, in 
the hot weather, so I can have my mail. Respect 
people’s jobs. If you’re a secretary, or you work 
making bread, or you work as a nurse, or you 
work serving drinks, the thing is respect.

I was a rank-and file-worker. I understand 
how much they work every single day. I was 
a guest-room attendant, seven years in the 
industry. When I see a guest-room attendant, 
I know exactly what she’s going through every 
single day. 

Does that background change the way you 
see casinos?

Anybody who’s never worked in the casino 
and you go in there and you say, “Oh my 

god, it’s so beautiful. It’s so clean, 
it’s so nice, the food is so great.” 

But they didn’t understand the 
effort that was put forth by a 
human being to make every-
thing look so beautiful and so 
great and so welcoming and 
have such a beautiful room. I 
am very connected with that 

because I came from the rank 
and file. Andrew Kiraly

GEOCONDA ARGUELLO-KLINE
SECRETARY-TREASURER, CULINARY WORKERS UNION, LOCAL 226

On work, dignity and respect
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dish that is actually really hard to make well, and 

that — I think because it has such an Italian sort of 

name — people don’t know as well. It’s an olive-oil, 

pasta-water, pepper, and garlic sauce. That’s it. But 

it’s really, really good. 

What advice would you give an aspiring female 

chef? (John Curtas, dining critic)

I think that a lot of this stuff is timing. You can 

be super, super talented, but the timing has to 

be right. I worked hard, but, you know, the stars 

aligned, and then I worked hard to kind of keep it 

going. … And, what story are you telling? I grew up 

with storytellers; Italians are very much storytell-

ers. My grandfather made movies, but that was all 

storytelling, and I think that I tell my story through 

my food. Figure out what your story is, and go 

ahead and tell it through your art. 

Is there anything you have trouble with? (I can’t 

cook scallops.) (Kate Lamb, fan)

Scallops are tough, and the reason that they’re 

tough is because they’re frozen, and they absorb a 

lot of liquid, right? So the best thing with scallops 

is, make sure that you defrost them. And then pat 

them dry before you cook them, because what 

happens is they leech water and they boil. And it’s 

just not good. So season them well, and cook them 

in a hot pan — and when I say hot, I mean searing 

hot. 

And is there anything you have trouble with? 

Fish is tough — not having it stick to the pan, 

when you do a skin-on. So, I usually just stick it in 

the oven, so I don’t have to deal with it. Because 

in the pan is rough, and it falls apart on me a lot. 

It’s a skill. And the pan has to be really, really hot, 

because the oil in the pan suspends the fish — it’s 

suspended on top of the hot oil. And that’s how 

you get it. But sometimes it’s not enough. And 

down it goes. 

If you had to use spaghetti sauce from a jar, what 

brand would it be? (Lissa Townsend Rogers, 

writer)

I would probably go with San Marzano. San Mar-

zano is a little harder to find, and it’s more basic in 

that it doesn’t have onion, it doesn’t have carrot, it’s 

just tomatoes and basil, that’s it. But if you’re going 

to go for one that most places carry, I’d say Rao’s. 

What would your last supper be? (Heidi Kyser)

I love cake. And I really just love chocolate cake. 

So I would say a seven-layer fudge cake would be 

my last meal — the entire cake. 

Heidi Kyser

Geoff: Why should Las Vegans bother to familiarize themselves 
with our area’s history? What is it besides an interesting set of facts? 

Claytee: Our local history is so powerful when it comes to a sense 
of how you attach yourself to the city. If you just take your time to 
learn about the culture and history here — to learn about the Jew-
ish influence on the community, the African-American influence, 
the mob influence, all of this that makes up Las Vegas, you began 
to learn to engage in the city in a different way. 

Geoff: And one of the most gratifying things — this was when I was 
promoting my book, Sun, Sin and Suburbia — was when I would talk 
to local people who were interested in learning about their histo-
ry, or passing it on to their children. They could look in the index 
of the book, and they would find it uncanny how many times they 
would find an uncle, or a neighbor, or an aunt who played some im-
portant role in the growth of our city. And I feel like those folks in 
particular have now got that hook, like, “Now I care because I see 
that my family or somebody I know had played a part in the city.”

Claytee: And oral history allows a voice to even those of us who 
have no political influence or no historical influence in the usual 
way. We begin to see, for instance, that a maid from Fordyce, Ar-
kansas, has memories of this city in a way that no one else does. 
So you learn about the power structure from behind the scenes, 
and those stories become as important in Las Vegas history as the 
stories from the owners of the casinos. 

Geoff: That’s something you may not get into in a bigger city like 
New York or Chicago, where it’s very unlikely that your uncle or 
your dad or grandfather is going to be in an index of the city’s his-
tory. In Las Vegas, the odds are fairly good because of the nature 
of how we grew, and how small we were, and how quickly we grew. 
The people who came here were builders in more than one sense. 

Claytee: You know, when we put together an oral history project, 

C O N V E R S A T I O N

ON THE  
POWER AND 
PLEASURE  
OF LOCAL  
HISTORY
Geoff Schumacher, senior director of  
content for The Mob Museum

Claytee White, director of UNLV’s  
Oral History Research Center
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it’s amazing to see the pattern linking 
people together — for instance, how a 
U.S. senator is linked with a maid who 
started a welfare rights movement. 

Geoff: Because you’re a historian, how 
would you say your experience of every-
day life in Las Vegas is different from 
that of other people?

Claytee: I live a life that is interesting, 
challenging! I may sit down with a per-
son today who was a doctor in the early 
years of Las Vegas; tomorrow, it might 
be Senator Harry Reid; the next day, it 
could be a school teacher who taught 
here in the 1950s. It could be the first 
African-American cocktail waitress at 
Caesars Palace. It is just amazing, the 
people I get to talk to. 

Geoff:  For me, it enlivens the experience 
of the mundane. The world, the mun-
dane, for me becomes interesting. When 
I’m driving down the road, I see that 
history and I think about it as I’m go-
ing along — “These people used to own 
this, or they had a protest march right 

there.” Or even, “That’s where the Red 
Rock Theaters used to be, that’s where 
the Montgomery Ward used to be, or 
remember Wonder World?” Where I 
work, of course, is a historic building, 
but even before that, it was Block 17, the 
original African-American area of Las 
Vegas, and it was where the fairgrounds 
were. Some good things happened in 
that area, and some not so good things 
happened there. Many people can drive 
along Stewart Avenue and have no his-
torical context at all. I always want to 
slow down and take it all in. Being a 
historian makes this a more enjoyable 
place to live.

Claytee: Is that sense of history import-
ant to your identity as a Las Vegan? 

Geoff: I think so. I’m not a native Las 
Vegan, but for me, Las Vegas is the place 
I’ve lived longer than anywhere else, and 
it’s the place I’ve certainly studied the 
closest as a journalist and a historian. 
As a historian, it’s helped cement me in 
the community, and it’s part of my iden-
tity, because people now turn to me —  

as they do, I’m sure to you — to learn 
about their city, and maybe I can do my 
small part to make people feel more 
comfortable here.

Claytee: The moment I felt like a true 
Las Vegan happened when I first called 
UNLV to inquire about pursuing a mas-
ter’s degree. At my age, as a nontradi-
tional student, I wanted to know if I 
could be comfortable in an environment 
with students 19 and 20 years old. And 
here I am a little over 40, let’s say. So I 
got to know professors, and was invit-
ed into the history department in a way 
that I did not expect. The classes were 
exciting, and then we had an oral his-
tory project on women in gaming and 
entertainment that we were going to 
work on as students. We got to go into 
the community. It changed me forever. 
To get to know people who talked about 
this city in a way that I could have never 
learned. And I just became part of the 
city. I wanted to know more and more 
and more. That changed all of us in that 
class, I think. And many of us are still 
friends today.   Andrew KiralyC
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SPONSORED BY 

YOUR
FINANCIAL 
HEALTH
MATTERS
With the new year, it’s time to take stock in 
your financial well-being. From filing your 
taxes to planning for retirement to saving for 
college, our guide has you covered. 

By Elisabeth Daniels
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Financial options  
for every phase  
of your life

Whether you want to save for 
the future, secure a personal 
loan, utilize exclusive online and 
telephone banking services, or 
enjoy the convenience of our 
ATMs and many locations, we 
are here for you. Call, click, or 
stop by and talk with a banker. 

wellsfargo.com 

All loans are subject to application, credit 
qualification, and income verification.
© 2017 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights 
reserved. Member FDIC. (3686202_19725)

TAX PREPARATION
We’ve all heard the adage about 

death and taxes being the only cer−
tainties in life. Another certainty is 
that there’s nothing simple about tax 
preparation. In the end, though, it’s 
really a question of whether you’re 
comfortable preparing your taxes on 
your own, or if hiring a professional 
is a smarter move given your financial 
situation. 

Doing your own taxes is less time 
consuming than working with a pro−
fessional. There’s no need to make an 
appointment with a tax pro and spend 
hours of your day in their office. Plus, 
you can do your taxes on your own 
time. Another benefit is that the IRS of−
fers free filing online for taxpayers who 
have simple returns. 

Ask yourself these questions to en-
sure that handling your own tax prep 
is right for you. 

Do you have a head for numbers? 
If you’re good at keeping track of 

your receipts, transactions and other 
monetary dealings, you are well posi-
tioned to prepare your own taxes.

Is your tax situation straightforward? 
Filing taxes on your own is easy 

when you don’t have dependents or 
elaborate investments.

Are you familiar with current tax laws?
If you understand tax jargon and 

stay up-to-date on changing tax laws 
through the IRS website, filing your 
own taxes is very doable. 

Hiring a tax professional takes much 
of the weight off your shoulders, but 
only when you’re working with the 
right person. Ask yourself these ques-
tions before handing over your sensi-
tive financial information. 

Are they certified? 
Legitimate tax professionals must 

have a valid PTIN (Preparer Tax 
Identification Number) that’s included 
in the signature area of the return. 
Verify that they have a PTIN using 
the  tool  on the IRS website. Confirm 
that they are currently licensed 
and are members of the National 
Association of Tax Professionals or 
the American Institute of Certified 
Public Accountants. Ask about other 
certifications they may have.

Are they a good fit for you? 
Let family and friends know you’re 

looking for the best tax preparers in 
your community. Research the rec-
ommended tax professionals online, 
checking for complaints and legal ac-
tion. Once you’ve narrowed your list, 
meet with each tax pro in person to 
learn more about their expertise and 
get a feel for how you’d work together. 
Be sure to find out how they bill. Do 
they charge hourly or through a flat 
rate?  Can they provide you with an 
estimate?

Are they staying up-to-date? A good 
tax professional participates in con-
tinuing education programs to remain 
well-informed of tax law changes and 
updates to the tax code that could af-
fect you.

CHARITABLE PLANNING
You’ve earned it, and now you want 

to share some of your largess with 
those less fortunate. Charitable giv-
ing allows you to support the causes 
that mean the most to you, and it may 
help minimize your tax burden. For 
the greatest impact, make a plan to 
give strategically. 

Narrow down your list. 
With so many important charities 

doing good work in the community, it 
can be hard to decide which ones to 

YOUR FINANCIAL HEALTH MATTERS
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LOOKING TO FINANCE  
YOUR BUSINESS? 
BUSINESS FINANCE CORPORATION PROVIDES ACCOUNTS  
RECEIVABLE FINANCING TO GROWING BUSINESSES IN  
THE SOUTHWESTERN UNITED STATES. 

702-947-3800 
760-955-CASH 

Contact DAVE CABRAL for more information on how your company  
can use your Accounts Receivable to finance your business. 

6325 S. JONES BLVD., SUITE 500
LAS VEGAS, NV 89118

FOR MORE INFORMATION E-MAIL US AT  
INFO@BFC.VEGAS OR VISIT US ON THE WEB! 

WWW.BFC.VEGAS

support. Pick two or three causes that 
are important to you. Your selections 
may be guided by a passion or pur-
pose, or by life experiences, and your 
choices may evolve over time. Keep-
ing the list small ensures you’re mak-
ing the most difference in the areas 
you care about. 

Do your research. 
Once you’ve determined which 

causes mean the most to you, investi-
gate which charities, focused on those 
causes, you’d like to support. Request 
detailed information about the charity, 
and check them out online with Chari-
tynavigator.org or Guidestar.org.  Con-
tact the Better Business Bureau’s (BBB) 
Wise Giving Alliance as well. Assess 

their effectiveness by figuring out how 
much of the charity’s funds are spent 
on administrative functions and how 
much goes directly to those in need. 

Set a budget. 
How much of your income can you 

afford to donate? How much will the 
IRS allow you to deduct? How does 
charitable giving fit into your over-
all budget? Which methods of giving 
provide the best tax benefit? How 
should your donation be structured 
in terms of tax reporting? These are 
all questions to address, perhaps with 
an experienced financial planner or 
tax professional, to ensure that you’re 
fiscally prepared to achieve your char-
itable giving goals. 

EDUCATION SAVINGS  
AND LOANS

When it comes to saving for college, 
be a good example for your children 
and do your homework. Tuition for 
your child’s college education may be 
one of the largest financial expendi-
tures you’ll make in your lifetime, espe-
cially if you have more than one child. 

The good news is that you have lots 
of options. In addition to traditional 
investment options, such as savings 
accounts, taxable investment accounts, 
annuities, and U.S. Savings Bonds, par-
ents can set aside funds in Section 529 
college savings programs and Cover-
dell education savings accounts.

Named for the part of the Internal 

YOUR FINANCIAL HEALTH MATTERS
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Revenue Code they’re in, Section 529 
programs allow earnings to grow tax-
free. If you spend the proceeds on fed-
erally approved college costs, you can 
withdraw the earnings tax-free, too. 
However, if you withdraw the funds 
and use them for unapproved purchas-
es, you’ll have to pay income tax and a 
penalty. 

529s come in two flavors: College 
Savings Plans and Prepaid Tuition 
Plans. With a College Savings Plan, 
parents open an investment account 
benefiting the future student, choos-
ing from a variety of portfolio options 
depending on risk tolerance and other 
factors. Funds cover qualified higher 
education expenses, such as tuition, 
mandatory fees  and room and board. 
A Prepaid Tuition Plan allows parents 
to buy units or credits at participating 
colleges and universities, which are 

usually public and in-state. The funds 
are set aside for tuition and mandato-
ry fees at current prices for the future 
student. Room and board isn’t usually 
a covered expense, and most of these 
plans have residency requirements. 
Prepaid plans are not guaranteed by 
the federal government, so investors 
run the risk of losing some or all of 
their money. 

As with any investment, there are fees 
and expenses associated with 529 plans, 
and they vary depending on which plan 
you choose and whom you buy it from. 
Be sure to carefully review the plan’s de-
tails to understand what fees are attached 
to the plan and each investment option. 

You may also want to consider a Roth 
IRA, which allows you to take out funds 
without penalties or taxes to pay for 
qualifying educational expenses af-
ter five years; a Coverdell Education 

Savings Account, which is similar to a 
529 plan but has lower maximum con-
tribution limits per child, and are only 
available to families below a specified 
income level; or an alternative account 
like Upromise, a free-to-join program 
where members accrue credits on el-
igible purchases that are directed to a 
college savings plans or to pay down 
student loans. 

Whatever vehicle you use to save 
for your child’s college education, start 
early and automate the saving process 
as much as possible. You’ll be able to 
set aside more funds while minimizing 
the impact to your day-to-day budget.

WEALTH MANAGEMENT
A common misconception about 

wealth management is that it entails 
only investment advice. In fact, smart 
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wealth management integrates every 
part of an individual’s financial life. A 
comprehensive wealth management 
plan is important for everyone, especial-
ly those with high net worth, and should 
encompass financial planning, portfolio 
management, and other monetary ser-
vices. When selecting a wealth manager, 
you’ll want to look for an adviser who 
can handle taxes, inheritance, mortgag-
es, and pensions—all from your point of 
view. A successful wealth management 
relationship involves strategy, project 
management, alerting you possible pit-
falls and providing solutions to com-
mon problems. To find the right wealth 
manager for you, ask for recommenda-
tions from family and friends, research 
the companies carefully and meet with 
representatives in person to ascertain if 
there’s a good fit. 

RETIREMENT
Conventional wisdom regarding 

retirement goes something like this: 
Starting at age 25, sock away 10% of 
your salary in a retirement account, 
and take full advantage of matching 
funds from your employer. That formu-
la is a great place to start, but there’s a 
lot more to consider when planning for 
a happy, well-financed retirement. 

Start by building your safety net. 
Create an emergency fund for car 

repairs, home repairs, job loss, medical 
bills, and other real emergencies. 

Contribute up to the match. 
If your employer offers a 401(k) or 

another type of employer-matching, 
tax-qualified, defined-contribution 
pension account, set your contribution 
to your employer’s matching amount. 

Consider an IRA. 
Choose a Traditional IRA or a Roth 

IRA or both. Contributions to tradition-

al IRAs are made pre-tax, so they lower 
your annual taxable income. Contri-
butions to Roth IRAs are after-tax, so 
they’re tax-free at retirement, assum-
ing you meet certain criteria. Note that 
the federal government allows peo-
ple to contribute only up to a certain 
amount to an IRA each year, and factor 
that into your retirement planning. 

Focus on building wealth. 
Investigate other investment ac-

counts that offer the right risk-to-re-
ward ratio for your situation. Consult-
ing a retirement expert may be helpful. 

Choosing the right retirement plan 
can be overwhelming. When making 
your decision, think about contribution 
limits, tax benefits, what your tax bur-
den will be in retirement, and other pos-
sible restrictions. You may want to work 
with a professional to ensure you enjoy 
financial freedom during retirement. 

LIFE INSURANCE
Taking care of loved ones after we’re 

gone is the primary reason most of us 
purchase life insurance. We want to 
make sure our family is financially se-
cure, even if we can no longer be there, 
and life insurance is an excellent way 
to achieve that goal. 

While there is a myriad of books 
and online tools to help you figure out 
how much life insurance coverage you 
need, a financial professional may be 
your best resource. To prepare yourself 
for a meeting with a life insurance ad-
viser, ask yourself these questions: 

✦ Upon your death, what are the imme-
diate financial issues, such as funeral 
expenses or debt repayment, your fam-
ily will have to deal with? 

✦ If you were to die today, how long would 
your dependents need financial support? 

YOUR FINANCIAL HEALTH MATTERS
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✦ How much money would you like to 
leave behind to fund your children’s 
education, donate to charities, or pro-
vide an inheritance?

Because life insurance is a long-term 
financial instrument, be aware of the 
financial stability ratings of any life in-
surance companies you may sign with. 
Ratings demonstrate a company’s abil-
ity to pay claims. Research companies 
and policies, and gather quotes for 
comparison purposes.

REAL ESTATE PURCHASES 
AND SALE IMPACTS

Buying real estate goes beyond find-
ing a dream home to make memories 
that will last a lifetime. It’s also a pop-
ular investment vehicle for building 
wealth. Real estate can be very profit-
able, but its rewards are not without risk. 

Rental Property. 
One of the most familiar forms of 

real estate investing is rental property. 
The investor purchases property and 
rents it to a tenant, charging enough 
cover the mortgage, taxes and main-
tenance costs. Once the mortgage is 
paid off, the bulk of the rent becomes 
profit for the landlord. Success with 
this form of investing rests on finding 
the right tenant, one who pays on time 
and treats the property well. It’s also 
important to choose a location where 
people want to rent. 

Real Estate Investment Groups.
If you’d prefer to avoid the hassle of 

managing your own rental properties, 
a real estate investment group might 
be right for you. A company buys or 
builds a block of apartments or con-
dos and manages the units on behalf 
of investors, taking a percentage of 
the monthly rent as its fee. Research is 
essential in this kind of investment be-

www.mrsretirement.com
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cause the caliber of the group depends 
completely on the competence of the 
company offering it.  

Property Flipping. 
Also known as real estate trading, 

this type of investment involves buy-
ing a property with the intention of 
renovating it or holding it only long 
enough for its value to increase so it 
can be “flipped,” or sold for a profit. It’s 
a short-term cash investment. While 
this can be highly profitable, a bad 
market can devastate your portfolio. 

Real estate investment options are 
nearly endless, and there’s incredible 
potential to boost your bottom-line. But 
there’s no guarantee, and there may be 
tax implications and other financial 
consequences to consider. Weigh the 
pros and cons carefully, and consult a 
professional if necessary. 

HEALTHCARE EXPENSE 
PLANNING

Medical expense planning can be 
daunting, but it’s imperative to make 
late-in-life healthcare preparations be-
fore they’re needed. Worries over los-
ing independence, using up remaining 
assets, or having to depend on family 
to care for us can lead to many sleep-
less nights. 

Government programs such as Medi-
care, Medicaid and the Veterans Ad-
ministration don’t cover all the costs 
of long-term care. How do you make 
the best elder care decisions for your 
family without affecting your current 
economic security? 

Understand the terminology. 
Long-term care is a package of ser-

vices to meet the medical and daily 
living needs of people who cannot care 
for themselves for an extended peri-
od. Elder care provides for the special 

needs of senior citizens. A  healthcare 
power of attorney, in which you spec-
ify someone to make health care deci-
sions for you if you’re unable to do so, 
may be necessary if you become ill or 
injured. An advance directive, which 
details a person’s wishes regarding 
medical treatment to ensure those 
wishes are carried out should the per-
son be unable to communicate them 
to a doctor, is another important docu-
ment for healthcare planning.  

Don’t wait. 
Add long-term care, elder care, and 

advance directives to your overall fi-
nancial planning now. 

Research the options. 
Long-term care costs aren’t always 

covered by standard health insurance. 
Know the limitations of your current 
coverage and investigate plans tai-
lored to your needs. 

With honest reflection, thoughtful 
attention and perhaps the guidance of 
a trusted professional, you’ll be able 
navigate the complexities of medical 
expense planning—and rest easy know-
ing you’re prepared for what may come.

ESTATE PLANNING
Estate planning is often delayed 

because no one enjoys envisioning 
a world that they will not be part of. 
While the topic is a difficult one, put-
ting it off won’t prevent the inevitable—
and could leave your loved ones in a 
challenging spot after you’ve gone. 

Here are a few important items to con-
sider when doing your estate planning.

Keep vital information in one secure 
place. 

Create a master document that pro-
vides the details on every account you 
have open, includes a complete list of 
debts and assets, and outlines how to 

handle any business resources—and 
keep it in a safe deposit box along with 
a copy of your will, your living trust, and 
any other documents pertaining to your 
estate. This will help ensure your wish-
es are honored while making it easier 
for loved ones to close out your affairs. 

Write a will. 
If you feel strongly about who 

should receive which of your personal 
possessions, you must have a will that 
prescribes how your belongings are 
to be disbursed. If you don’t, you’ll be 
leaving it up to the court system and 
your family, which places undue stress 
on them at an already difficult time. To 
get started, make a list of which items 
you’d like given to certain people and 
indicate if you’d like any portion of 
your estate given to charity or another 
entity. Once you’ve got a rough sketch 
of how you’d like everything handled, 
use a service like LegalZoom.com to 
create a legal will on your own, or hire 
an estate planning professional who 
can also educate you on the tax and 
other financial ramifications of your 
wishes on your heirs. 

If you have dependents… 
Estate planning with dependent chil-

dren takes on even more importance. 
First, it’s critical to include guardian-
ship information in your will. Specify 
who should take care of your kids if 
you suddenly pass away and make 
sure you’ve discussed your wishes with 
them in person, so they’re prepared in 
the event of a tragedy. Second, if there 
are loved ones who rely on your in-
come to keep a roof over their heads, 
clothes on their backs, and food in 
their bellies, you’ll also need to have a 
life insurance policy in place. Explore 
policies to find the one that will pro-
vide your heirs with at least a few years 
of your salary.  n
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When you open a checking account at CCCU, you become a member/owner of a very special 
non-profit cooperative.  And as a member/owner you’ll receive your share of our bonus dividends 

when they are declared. Founded in 1951, we’ve been making it possible and easier for people 
like you to get loans for the homes and autos you’ve worked for. 

Get all of the banking services you demand – plus a share of the earnings, starting today.

Call (702) 228-2228 to start an account or visit OPENCCCU.COM

*CCCU shares excess earnings with member/owners in the form of better rates, more free services, 
and/or bonus dividends. Bonus dividends are not guaranteed annually.

www.opencccu.com


California 
Closets 
A pioneer in custom closets 

and organization systems for 

southern Nevada since 1991, 

California Closets Las Vegas 

has more than 26 years of 

experience in innovative 

design and use of space.

www.californiaclosets.com/ 
las-vegas 
702-891-0000

Jaguar/Land Rover

ONE GREAT COMPANY TWO ICONIC BRANDS

Our passion, integrity and pride makes us who we are and it’s this unique spirit of Jaguar 

Land Rover which transfers into the joined up internal approach to our business and external 

customer manifestation of our two brands today. 

Our mantra of one great company, two iconic brands acknowledges this shift in the way we do 

business. Visit Jaguar Land Rover Las Vegas for a test drive today.

702.579.0400
jlrlv.com

Bombard Renewable Energy
Specializing in residential, commercial, 

utility, government and non-profit 

renewable energy solutions for the  

Las Vegas Valley.

(702) 492-0957 
www.bombardre.com
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THROUGH 
JAN. 7
Springs  
Preserve  
Photo Contest 
Exhibition
See how 
professional, 
amateur, and youth 
photographers have 
captured all things 
related to “10” in 
celebration of the 
Springs Preserve’s 
first decade in the 
desert. 9A–5P, 
free for members 
or with paid 
general admission. 
Springs Preserve, 
springspreserve.org

THROUGH  
JAN. 9
Desert  
Companion’s 
Focus on 
Nevada Photo 
Showcase
Winning 
photography 
selected for Desert 
Companion’s “2017 
Focus on Nevada” 
feature. Free. 
Centennial Hills 
Library, lvccld.org

THROUGH  
JAN. 16
Low Res
This display is 
a new body of 
paintings that 
celebrates and 
examines pixilation. 
Free. Art Gallery at 
Whitney Library, 
lvccld.org

THROUGH  
JAN. 20
Past Perfect
This installation 
focuses on 
abandoned houses 
and imagines the 
stories behind 
them. Free. 
Charleston Heights 
Arts Center, 

800 S. Brush St., 
artslasvegas.org

THROUGH  
JAN. 20
Resonating 
Objects
Artist Margaret 
Noble presents 
an exhibition 
of interactive 
sound and light 
sculptures. Free. 
Fine Arts Gallery 
at CSN, csn.edu

THROUGH  
JAN. 25
In Dreamy 
Solitude
French artist and 
author Marianic 
Parra explores 
natural forms in her 
exhibit of drawings, 
paintings, and mixed-
media works. Free. 
Artspace Gallery at 
CSN, csn.edu

THROUGH 
FEB. 1
Public 
Employee Art 
Exhibition
View various 
displays of art 
created by city 
employees. Free. 
Las Vegas City Hall 
Chamber Gallery, 
495 S. Main St., 
artslasvegas.org

THROUGH 
MARCH 18
Chinese Year 
of the Dog 
Exhibition
Artists explore the 
idea and imagery 
of the dog for the 
Chinese Year of the 
Dog. Free. Historic 
Fifth Street School, 
401 S. Fourth St., 
artslasvegas.org

JAN. 4– 
MARCH 22
From Refuse  
to Reuse
Come see how 
different artists use 

found and thrown-
away materials 
in finished pieces 
that will surprise 
and shock. Free. 
Las Vegas City 
Hall Grand Gallery, 
artslasvegas.org

JAN. 7– 
MARCH 10
Wet is Wild: 
Water Stories
Artist James R. 
Atha manipulates 
photographs 
of water into 
abstractions, 
encouraging 
viewers to notice 
the shapes, 
patterns, and 
colors found in 
nature. Free. 
Gallery at Laughlin 
Library, lvccld.org

JAN. 18–
MARCH 18
96 Hours
Artist Ronda 
Churchill shares her 
candid photographs 
centering on the 
architecture, culture, 
and people of Cuba 
as seen through a 
photojournalist’s 
eye. Free. Gallery 
at Whitney Library, 
lvccld.org

JAN. 25– 
APRIL 25
Celebrating 
Life Masters 
Exhibition
This year’s juried 
art exhibit includes 
artists who were 
chosen based 
on the texture 
present in each 
of their works 
and the visual 
similarity in the 
subjects each artist 
presents. Free. 
Charleston Heights 
Arts Center, 
800 S. Brush St., 
artslasvegas.org

JAN. 30– 
APRIL 3
Where I Live
View the display 
of the winning 
CCSD student 
artists chosen 
by the Nevada 
Housing Division 
for inclusion in 
the 2018 calendar. 
Free. Gallery at 
Spring Valley 
Library, lvccld.org

MUSIC

JAN. 10
Yesterday — A 
Tribute to The 
Beatles
The world’s 
premier and 
longest-running 
Beatles show 
band will present 
a spot-on tribute. 
7P, $20. Starbright 
Theatre at Sun 
City Summerlin, 
scscai.com

JAN. 13
So in Love
Described as 
“the modern day 
Andrea Bocelli,” 
James D. Gish’s 
voice is finesse 
combined with raw 
power culminating 
in a sound unlike 
anyone else in his 
genre today. 2P, 
free. Main Theater 
at Clark County 
Library, lvccld.org

JAN. 13
Sacred Singing 
Bowls for 
Relaxation and 
Clarity: Ring in 
the New Year!
Discover the 
history, science, 
and potential 
health benefits of 
the crystal singing 
bowl at this musical 
performance led 
by Ann Lambert 
Vannoy. 2P, free. 
PAC at Summerlin 
Library, lvccld.org

JAN. 13
ABBAFAB — 
The Premier 
ABBA 
Experience
This multimedia 
production is a 
tribute to some of 
the greatest music 
produced in the ‘70s 
and ‘80s including 
monster hits such 
as “Waterloo,” 
“Fernando,” 
“Dancing Queen,” 
and countless 
others. 7P, $20. 
Starbright Theatre 
at Sun City 
Summerlin,  
scscai.com

JAN. 13
Marlane Coker 
and the Las 
Vegas Hot Cole 

Orchestra
Vocalist Coker and 
orchestra specialize 
in Richie Cole’s 
arrangements from 
his four horn Big 
Band book. 7P, 
$11. Winchester 
Cultural 
Center, 3130 
McLeod Drive, 
clarkcountynv.gov

JAN. 14
Acoustic  
Eidolon
Joe Scott and 
Hannah Alkire 
perform pieces that 
borrow from Celtic, 
contemporary, 
bluegrass, and 
Latin influences. 
3P, free. Lecture 
Hall at West 
Charleston Library, 
lvccld.org

JAN. 16
Nik At Nite in 
concert
Celebrating Mob 
Month, the legal 
eagle-turned-
entertainer sings 
swingin’ Rat Pack 
tunes sprinkled 
with memories of 
Mob-era Las Vegas. 
7P, free. Main 
Theater at Clark 
County Library, 
lvccld.org

JAN. 16
Glasses
The local band’s 
music consists of 
a mix of original 
compositions and 
instrumental hip-
hop covers. 9P, $10. 
The Space, 3460 
Cavaretta Court, 
thespacelv.com

JAN. 17
Honors Combo
This concert is 
part of the UNLV 
Jazz Concert 
Series celebrating 
the most talented 
student musicians. 
7P, free. Main 
Theater at Clark 
County Library, 
lvccld.org

JAN. 19
King Ibu
Senegalese 
musician Ibu 
blends traditional 
West-African 
folk music with 
contemporary 
arrangements 

and textures. 1P, 
free. Lloyd D. 
George Federal 
Courthouse 
Jury Assembly 
Room, 333 Las 
Vegas Blvd. S., 
artslasvegas.org

JAN. 20
Legends: Keola 
Beamer & 
Henry Kapono
Two of the foremost 
purveyors of 
Hawaiian music join 
forces. 3P and 7P, 
$37–$59 Myron’s 
Cabaret Jazz at 
The Smith Center, 
thesmithcenter.
com

JAN. 20
Wynonna & 
The Big Noise
Wynonna has sold 
over 30 million 
albums worldwide, 
both as a solo 
artist and as half 
of the legendary 
mother/daughter 
duo The Judds. 
7:30P, $29–$95. 
Reynolds Hall at 
The Smith Center, 
thesmithcenter.com

JAN. 21
Masterworks —  
Handel & 
Haydn
The Southern 
Nevada Musical 
Arts Society will 
present Coronation 
Anthems by G.F. 
Handel and Te 
Deum by Joseph 
Haydn. 3P, $20. 
Artemus W. Ham 
Concert Hall at 
UNLV, unlv.edu

JAN. 24–25
Steve Smith 
and Vital 
Information 
NYC Edition
Journey’s drummer 
heads a lineup 
of some of the 
finest musicians 
in jazz fusion. 7P, 
$39–$65. Myron’s 
Cabaret Jazz at 
The Smith Center, 
thesmithcenter.com

JAN. 25
Schubert’s 
Trout Quintet
Faculty from the 
UNLV School of 
Music will perform. 
7:30P, $25. Lee 
and Thomas Beam 
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Music Center at 
UNLV, unlv.edu

JAN. 26–27
The Skivvies: 
Vegas Stripped
Broadway 
performers Lauren 
Molina and Nick 
Cearley perform 
clever genre-
hopping musical 
arrangements 
that showcase the 
artists’ voices and 
harmonies — all 
with a minimalist 
dress code. 7P, 
$39–$45. Myron’s 
Cabaret Jazz at 
The Smith Center, 
thesmithcenter.com

JAN. 27
Honor Band 
Concert
The Clark County 
School District 
Secondary Fine 
Arts Division 
presents its annual 
concert. 2P, free. 
Artemus W. Ham 
Concert Hall at 
UNLV, unlv.edu

JAN. 27
The Piano Guys
This band has 
launched several 
hit albums based 
on the success 
of their YouTube 
videos. 2P and 
7:30P, $35–$149. 
Reynolds Hall at 
The Smith Center, 
thesmithcenter.com

JAN. 27
An Enchanted 
Evening with 
Barbra
Sharon Owens 
creates an amazing 
tribute to Barbra 
Streisand. 7P, $20. 
Starbright Theatre at 
Sun City Summerlin, 
scscai.com

JAN. 28
The Carol 
Jackson  
Concerto  
Competition
Open to all music 
students in 
Southern Nevada, 
participants will 
compete in two age 
categories: 14 and 
under and 15–22. 
The winners will be 
invited to perform 
their pieces with 
the Las Vegas 
Young Artists 

Orchestra at a 
future concert. 11A, 
free. Auditorium at 
Windmill Library, 
lvccld.org

JAN. 31
A Toast to 
Dean Martin 
& Marilyn 
Monroe
Actor/singers Andy 
DiMino and Susan 
Griffiths faithfully 
recreate the songs, 
patter, and comedy 
of these two iconic 
and lovable stars. 
7P, $20. Starbright 
Theatre at Sun 
City Summerlin, 
scscai.com

FEB. 1
Rebel SoulJahz
Hailing from the 
urban streets of 
Waipahu, Hawaii, 
the band has 
produced several 
#1 hits including 
“Nothing to 
Hide,” “The One”, 
“Play Me Like a 
Fool,” and “Ms. 
Beautiful.”  7P, 
$22–$40. Brooklyn 
Bowl at The Linq, 
brooklynbowl.com

FEB. 2–3
Time for Three
Violinists Nicolas 
Kendall and Charles 
Yang, with bassist 
Ranaan Meyer, 
bring elements 
of many musical 
styles together for 
a unique sound. 7P, 
$39–$59. Myron’s 
Cabaret Jazz at 
Smith Center, 
thesmithcenter.com

FEB. 2–3
George Strait
The King of 
Country will be 
joined by Lyle 
Lovett and Robert 
Earl Keen. 8P, $20–
$200. T-Mobile 
Arena, axs.com
FEB. 3
A Musical 
Tribute to the 
Giants of Black 
Music
Saxophonist 
Sid the Kid and 
his band will be 
playing the music 
of Charlie Parker, 
John Coltrane, 
Miles Davis, Duke 
Ellington, Grover 
Washington Jr., 

Maceo Parker, 
and many more. 
7:30P, free. PAC at 
Summerlin Library, 
lvccld.org

THEATER & 
COMEDY

JAN. 11–28
Cat on a Hot 
Tin Roof
An American 
treasure brimming 
with intensity 
and wit, the 
play follows the 
powerful southern 
family of the aging 
Big Daddy and his 
wife, Big Mama. 
Thu–Sat 8P; Sun 
5P, $25. Majestic 
Repertory Theatre, 
1217 S. Main St., 
majesticrepertory.
com

JAN. 12–14 
A Raisin in  
the Sun 
Lorraine 
Hansberry’s 
legendary play, 
the first Broadway 
show written by an 
African-American 
woman, is 
presented in honor 
of Martin Luther 
King Jr. Week. Fri–
Sat 7P; Sat 2P; Sun 
3P, $39. Troesh 
Studio Theater at 
The Smith Center, 
thesmithcenter.
com

JAN. 14
Peace Week 
2018
Trinity 
Conservatory 
of Performing 
Arts showcases 
a performance 
celebrating the 
life, legacy, and 
contributions of Dr. 
Martin Luther King 
Jr. 3P, free. Theatre 
at West Las Vegas 
Library, lvccld.org 

JAN. 19–FEB. 4
Company
Set in New York, 
the play follows 
five married, 
once married, 
or soon-to-be 
married couples 
and their mutual 
friend, Robert, 
a 35-year-old 
bachelor who has 
been unable to 

connect in a long-
term relationship. 
Thu–Fri 8P; Sun 
2P, $21–$24. 
Las Vegas Little 
Theatre, lvlt.org

JAN. 19
Paula 
Poundstone
The comic 
renowned for her 
quick-thinking 
and unscripted 
approach to 
comedy is kicking 
off an all-new 
satirical podcast on 
NPR, “Live From 
The Poundstone 
Institute.” 7:30P, 
$33–$69. Reynolds 
Hall at The 
Smith Center, 
thesmithcenter.com

JAN. 20
Curie Me Away! 
(A Radioactive 
Musical)
From growing 
up in occupied 
Poland, where the 
higher education 
of women was 
forbidden by law, 
to becoming the 
first woman to win 
the Nobel Prize, 
Curie’s life story is 
laced with tragedy 
but is ultimately 
one of triumph 
over seemingly 
insurmountable 
obstacles. 3P, free. 
Auditorium at 
Windmill Library, 
lvccld.org

JAN. 27
LVIP’s New  
Year Show
Resolve to 
laugh this year 
by enjoying the 
musical comedy 
as the Las Vegas 
Improvisational 
Players make up 
the show on the 
spot based on 
the audience’s 
suggestions. 7P, 
$10; $5 kids, 
seniors, and 
military. Show 
Creators Studio, 
4455 W. Sunset 
Road, lvimprov.
com

FEB. 1–18
The Wolves
A girls’ indoor 
soccer team 
navigates big 
questions and 

wages tiny battles 
with all the vim and 
vigor of a pack of 
adolescent warriors. 
It’s a portrait of 
life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness 
for nine American 
girls who just want 
to score some goals. 
Thu–Sat 8P; Sun 2P, 
$15–$25. Cockroach 
Theatre, 1025 
S. First St. #110, 
cockroachtheatre.
com

FEB. 2–18
Time  
Stands Still
The play examines 
the lives of a 
couple who are 
journalists and 
make a living out 
of documenting 
the horrors of war. 
Thu–Fri 8P; Sun 2P, 
$13–$15. Black Box 
at Las Vegas Little 
Theatre, lvlt.org

DANCE

JAN. 21
Los Angeles 
Choreographers 
& Dancers / 
Louise Reichlin 
& Dancers
The company will 
present a dance 
and multimedia 
journey through 
1930s Hollywood to 
the present; filling 
out the program 
with their signature 
work, “The Tennis 
Dances.” 3P, free. 
Main Theater 
at Clark County 
Library, lvccld.org 

JAN. 23
Pilobolus 
Maximus — 
Beyond the 
Limits of Dance
For more than 
45 years, this 
company has 
continually 
formed diverse 
collaborations 
that break down 
barriers between 
disciplines and 
challenge the 
way we think 
about dance. 
7:30P, $24–$95. 
Reynolds Hall at 
The Smith Center, 
thesmithcenter.
com

JAN. 27
Ballet 
Folklorico Sol 
Huasteco 
The ballet 
company invites 
you to a night 
of nostalgia as 
they honor their 
namesake by 
highlighting the 
hardworking and 
humble Huasteca 
region of Mexico. 
6P, $11. Winchester 
Cultural 
Center, 3130 
McLeod Drive, 
clarkcountynv.gov

JAN. 27
FLY Dance 
Company
Youthful energy, 
risk-taking 
movement, 
and clever 
choreography 
set to a mix of 
surprising musical 
selections. 7:30P, 
$20 adults, 
$10 under 18. 
Charleston Heights 
Arts Center, 
800 S. Brush St., 
artslasvegas.org

FEB. 2–3
As a Way Out
Using dance 
as an exit, this 
production 
features The Rolle 
Project and the 
inspiring youth 
of Studio 305, 
changing the 
landscape of 
performing arts 
in the community 
while celebrating 
the joy of dance. 
Fri 7P; Sat 2P, 
free. Theatre at 
West Las Vegas 
Library, lvccld.org

DISCUSSIONS 
& READINGS

JAN. 7
Forever Young 
with Susan 
Anton
Anton will lead 
a conversation 
about the power 
of our thoughts 
and how they 
affect the quality 
of our lives. Open 
Q & A to follow the 
lecture. 3P, free. 
Summerlin Library, 
lvccld.org
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VegasPBS.org | 3050 E Flamingo Road, Las Vegas, NV 89121 | 702.799.1010

Victoria, Season 2 on Masterpiece
Sundays at 9 p.m., premiering January 14

C
han

n
el 10

Antiques Roadshow, 
Season Premiere
Monday, January 8 at 8 p.m.

We’ll Meet Again
Tuesdays at 8 p.m.,  
premiering January 23

Tony Bennett: The Library 
of Congress Gershwin 

Prize for Popular Song
Friday, January 12 at 9 p.m.

Animals with Cameras: 
A Nature Miniseries

Wednesdays at 8 p.m.,  
premiering January 31

JAN. 14
Try to 
Remember, 
Never Forget
Author Sandy 
Scheller speaks on 
her book about 
her mother, Ruth 
Sax, who came of 
age during WWII 
while facing years 
in concentration 
camps, watching 
killings of beloved 
family members, 
and surviving the 
greatest liberation 
in the history of 
the world. 3P, free. 
PAC at Summerlin 
Library, lvccld.org

JAN. 23
The Magician & 
The Mob
Former casino 
executive and world-
class magician Geno 
Munari tells it like it 
was back in the day 
when the Mob was 
a powerful presence 
in Las Vegas. 7P, 
free. Main Theater 
at Clark County 
Library, lvccld.org

JAN. 30
The Mob in Reno 
& Lake Tahoe
Author Doresa 
Banning discusses 
the infamous 
incidents and 
characters who 
made the headlines 
in local and national 
newspapers and 
Reno/Tahoe’s 
criminal parallels 
to Las Vegas. 7P, 
free. Main Theater 
at Clark County 
Library, lvccld.org

FEB. 1
The Baneberry 
Disaster — A 
Generation of 
Atomic Fallout
Larry C. Johns 
and Alan R. Johns, 
the attorneys who 
spent 25 years 
pursuing a lawsuit 
for the victims of 
this catastrophic 
underground 
nuclear test, 
will discuss all 
that led to the 
enactment of the 
Radiation Exposure 
Compensation Act 
in 1990. 7P, free. 
Jewel Box Theater 
at Clark County 
Library, lvccld.org

FAMILY & 
FESTIVALS

JAN. 6
Civil Rights Film 
Fest 2018
The Las Vegas 
Alumni Chapter of 
Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, Inc. will 
host this event with 
film screenings, 
communal 
dialogue, and 
panel discussions. 
12P, free. West 
Las Vegas Library 
Theatre, lvccld.org

JAN. 13
Healthy 
Henderson Fair
The family fair 
features more 
than 25 health and 
wellness vendors, 
children’s activities, 
bounce houses, 
class and fitness 
demonstrations, 
open rock wall 
climbing, and 
more. 10A, free. 
Henderson 
Multigenerational 
Center, 250 S. 
Green Valley 
Parkway, 
cityofhenderson.com

FUNDRAISERS

JAN. 19
Paint the Town
The annual fine 
art exhibit where 
philanthropists, 
artists, and art 
lovers converge 
to give back to 
their community. 
Proceeds go to 
Aid for AIDS of 
Nevada. 6P–10P, 
$25. Zappos, 400 
Stewart Ave., afanlv.
org

JAN. 24
Stand for 
America 2018 
Benefit Concert
A night of music 
featuring guests 
Mark Wills, U.S Army 
Ranger “Padre” 
Paul Handelman, 
Adam Martin, and 
Blackbird Anthem. 
Proceeds benefit 
special operations 
soldiers overseas. 
6:30P, $50–$1,500. 
The Light Nightclub 
Mandalay Bay, 
specopscharity.com

www.vegasbs.org


G
OTTA TELL ya, chicks 
dig a noble gas.
MY NAME comes from 
the Greek for “new.” I 

mean, Greek = classy, right?
VEGAS IS all digital signs these 
days. It’s just empty flash. Sure, 
it’s good for “special effects,” if 
that’s what you want, but it’s got 
no ring-a-ding-ding, you know?
WIKIPEDIA SAYS I’m, quote, “colorless, 
odorless, inert,” unquote. Odorless, that’s 
true; I take care of myself. But colorless? 
Inert? That crap bugs me. But my lawyers 
say to let it go.
SOME SAY I did my best work in old Times 
Square. But I think I really nail it in Tokyo: 
lotta energy, reflections on rainy streets ... 
that’s glamour. Plus, the food’s better.
NEON IS number five in what they call 
“cosmic abundance.” I’m cool with that. I 
mean, look who’s ahead of me: hydrogen, 
helium, oxygen, and carbon. Those cats do 
great work; there’s no shame being behind 
’em. Right behind, though; let’s be clear 
about that.
I DON’T flatter easy, but when Bryan Ferry 
sings about a “neon wind” in “Hiroshima,” 
well, I appreciate a nod from one showman 

to another.
YOU KNOW who wears me well? Vegas Vic. 
Love that guy. Not many of us could make a 
career out of bending an arm. Shame they 
put that ugly lid over him.
ONE OF my fondest memories is writer 
Tom Wolfe describin’ the styles of old Vegas 
signs, back in the ’60s. All these years later, 
I can quote it from memory: “Boomerang 
Modern, Palette Curvilinear, Flash Gordon 
Ming-Alert Spiral, McDonald’s Hamburger 
Parabola, Mint Casino Elliptical, Miami 
Beach Kidney.” It felt great to know that 
someone really got me, and got my work.
THEY REPLACED neon with LED on 
that cheesy arch in Reno. You kidding me 
— Reno?! Even the crap towns are disre-
specting me now. I guess “noble” means 
nothing in 2018.

TWO WORDS that scare me: 
“Bone. Yard.” For obvious reasons.
WHAT WOULD Blade Runner 
be without me? Indiana Jones 
and the Temple of Who Gives a 
Damn, that’s what. Ridley gets the 
credit, but neon made that movie. 
I got swindled out of my points on 
the back end, by the way.
ARGON IS always giving me shit: 

“I’m the most abundant noble gas in the 
Earth’s crust, sucka!” He’s just mad because, 
after all this time, I’m still a trim atomic 
number 10, while he’s an atomic number 
18 — and, lemme tell ya, he carries every one 
of those protons on his waistline. 
I’D BE lying if I said I wasn’t worried. 
I’m still doin’ okay with novelty beer 
signs, but the drop in big Vegas marquees 
really takes a bite out, ya know? One thing 
Wikipedia ain’t lying about is that I have 
“few commercial uses.” So this is it for me. 
Then it’s lights out.
I JUST want to be remembered as an enter-
tainer. A monatomic gas that glows brightly 
in a vacuum-discharge tube who tried to 
show people a good time. I want them to 
think, “He did good work.” Maybe go pay 
your respects in the you-know-what-yard.  ✦
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NEON SPEAKS
Excerpts from our interview with the noble  
gas and waning staple of Las Vegas signage

INTERVIEW  by Scott Dickensheets
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W H AT  D O E S  WAT E R  B R I N G  TO  T H E  D E S E R T ?

SNWA is a not-for-profit water agency

A little water can bring endless possibilities to our community. Like a future where 
businesses thrive, and our kids’ dreams can play out. Working together, we’ve 
managed to conserve billions of gallons of water and our city continues to flourish. 
Proving that you don’t need a lot of water to secure a bright future. Using less means 
more. Learn more at snwa.com.

www.snwa.com
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Crosstrek. Well-equipped at $21,795.**

Subaru and Crosstrek are registered trademarks. *EPA-estimated highway fuel economy for 2018 Subaru Crosstrek CVT models. Actual mileage may vary. †2017 model-year vehicle’s projected cost to own for 
the initial five-year ownership period is based on the average Kelley Blue Book 5-Year Cost to Own data, which considers depreciation and costs such as fuel and insurance. For more information, visit www.
kbb.com. Kelley Blue Book is a registered trademark of Kelley Blue Book Co., Inc. **MSRP excludes destination and delivery charges, tax, title, and registration fees. Retailer sets actual price. Certain equipment 
may be required in specific states, which can modify your MSRP. See your retailer for details. 2018 Subaru Crosstrek 2.0i Limited shown has an MSRP of $28,390. Vehicle shown with available accessories.

Love is out there. 
Find it in a Crosstrek.®

Introducing the all-new 2018 Subaru Crosstrek. It’s ready for 

adventure, with standard Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive + 33 mpg.* 

Plus, there’s even more to love. Crosstrek has the lowest 5-Year Cost 

to Own in its class for 2017, according to Kelley Blue Book.†

Subaru of Las Vegas  6455 Roy Horn Way  (702) 495-2100  Subaruoflasvegas.com.  
There’s a dog park at the new location!

www.subaruoflasvegas.com

