WVIA Community Advisory Board Committee Meeting Minutes
September 25, 2025 
100 WVIA Way
Pittston, PA 16840

Attending:						Excused:
Tony Brooks, Committee Chair			Brandon Hanks
Nell Donnelly-O’Boyle					Linda Keene
William Hudon					Michele Kushmeder
Della Hutchison					Maureen McGuigan
[bookmark: _Hlk210222900]Stephen Lindenmuth					Doug Myers
Jenny Gonzalez Monge				Ursula Myers
Ushu Mukelo						Erica Rogler			Robert Savakinus					Omar Camacho		Jeanie Sluck						Francisco Torres-Aranda
							Tonyehn Verkitus

Chair Tony Brooks called the meeting to order, followed by member and staff introductions.
The Committee reviewed and approved the May 22, 2025 meeting minutes.
Mr. Payavis shared highlights and upcoming attractions which included:
· Aging Together in PA
· Caregiving screenings, Summit, Keystone Edition – airs Oct. 6th      
· Scholastic Scrimmage
· Careers That Work
· NEPA@Work series two
· The Secrets Beneath Hazleton      
· Conversations for the Common Good: Judiciary – taping Oct. 6th
· Battling Opioids, substance abuse disorders - taping Nov. 2nd at the Dietrich Theater
He stated that WVIA won five Mid Atlantic Emmys including the Overall Excellence award.
Mr. Norton said there will be a Making NEPA Home watch party at the Black Scranton Project on Oct. 16th at 6:00 PM and a Making NEPA Home screening on Oct. 22nd at the United Neighborhood Centers in Scranton.
Mr. Norton stated that CPB will be closing by the end of the year and all stations, including WVIA, are making plans and adjustments due to loss of federal funding. We are planning an I Stand with WVIA campaign along with our current radio and TV drives. Our last two campaigns have exceeded our goals. We have also encouraged new membership and have created a five-question survey to help us understand what the communities value the most to guide our decisions as we plan our future. 
Mr. Norton shared there was an American Revolution planning session at WVIA last week that was well attended and very productive. The Aging project with WITF is completed and includes thirty-two short form documentaries and two town halls with two different panels.
· Our Caregiving Summit was September 18th and included a Keystone Edition taping. 
· WVIA’s Open House will be held September 27th from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM.
· Conversations for the Common Good -PA Judicial Independence is scheduled for October 6th with a reception to follow. 
· Aging Together in Pa Town Hall: Building the Future will air on October 7th at 8:00 PM. 
· Be My Neighbor Day is scheduled for October 18th. 
· American Revolution screenings are being scheduled. More information to follow. 
Ms. Austin gave an education update. 
Ms. Austin shared the education team is working with forty schools for Scholastic Scrimmage which has been approved for the EITC program. She stated there has been a lot of positive feedback with Carl the Collector. Back in August we had a ribbon cutting at the Pittston Library for the new sensory corner. We received a NETA award for our work with this series. 
Ms. Austin stated we received a $250,000 grant for a Careers that Work series in Lycoming County. 
Ms. Kindler shared a campaign update.
Ms. Kindler stated that our capital campaign total to date is $7.2 million and as we are still campaigning for the building we are shifting more to our operating budget since the federal funding cuts. 
If anyone would like a tour or knows of someone who would like to see our newly renovated building to please contact Ms. Kindler. 
Since the recent federal funding cuts, we have experienced a significant increase in community support. Notably, membership in our Insider Society has grown substantially, bringing our total to 320 members to date.
We continue to engage in donor outreach to encourage increased giving. Our goal for the Fall Radio Drive was $35,000, and we are pleased to report that we exceeded this target—raising a total of $60,245 from 333 generous donors.
This total includes $9,500 in challenge and matching funds, which were successfully unlocked during the campaign.
Ms. Sidoni gave a WVIA news update.
In May, Ms. Sidoni attended an inaugural event in Harrisburg called the Keystone News Summit. It brought together legislators, university professors and researchers, ethics experts, students, and working journalists to begin talking about how to save journalism in the state of Pennsylvania, from Philly to Pittsburgh and everything in between.

Out of that has come the creation of a task force called the Keystone Local News Coalition. This is a group of eight now starting research about what PA's journalism needs are right now and how the state might be able to support local journalism outlets across the board. This is not specific to public media.
Committee members offered ideas for upcoming productions:
· Mr. Brooks suggested a segment on social media addiction and its influence on American culture and behavior.
· Ms. Hutchison recommended covering the Articles of the Constitution, including their original meaning, subsequent amendments, and current-day implications. She also proposed a topic on solar farms and the broader renewable energy sector, with a focus on how federal funding cuts are impacting the industry.
The next Committee meeting is scheduled for January 28, 2026 at noon.
Chair Tony Brooks adjourned the meeting.
 Respectfully submitted by Mary Price
