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This is KBIA news, I’m Stan Jastrzebski. 

Tomorrow is Christmas - a time for togetherness and joy. 

But as KBIA’s Rebecca Smith reports, last weekend one community organization chose a unique way to celebrate the holiday with a different kind of Christmas PUNCH….
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Nats: Music plays underneath, “All I want for Christmas is You.” 

It’s a week before Christmas and all ‘round the ring - Santa Claus or the Grinch will soon be crowned king. 

The families all sit, kids restless in seats — waiting for the boxing match to start while eating their sweets. 

NATS: The music comes up, person sings “youuuuuuuuu” a bit off-key. 

It’s what’s known as “Feel Good Friday” at Building Community Bridges in Jefferson City, a community organization that works with youth and families — helping kids find and develop passions, such as modeling, videography, chess or boxing. 

It’s the boxing program that brings everyone out tonight — for an evening of games, such as a snowball dodgeball fight and musical chairs, a demonstration by the boxing students of what they’ve been learning AND a boxing match-up between the two Christmas heavyweights.

Nats: “In the green corner, we have the meanest, the greenest. Give it up for the Grinch, y’all!” 

(:XX) The Grinch was, he was pretty naughty. He's pretty naughty. He was going against the rules there, I think.

Alexis Minor has two kids who are a part of the Jawbreakers boxing program. 

(:XX) So, this was my first year bringing the kids out, I love to see that everybody had a blast… They had a bunch of fun… that's all that matters, is that they're happy, fun and healthy.

She says her kids have grown in confidence since joining the program, and it’s been a relief for her to know that they have a place to go while she’s at work. 

(:XX) Really, I just needed a kind of free escape for them. And what was great was that this is free for their age and everything. But after them joining, it was more like they became a family. 

Wolky Bellencourt is the head of the boxing program — and the ref for the Santa vs Grinch match-up. 

NAT: Becky : “…the Grinch threw some some dirty tricks in there. He got you down at one point.” 
 
Coach Wolky Bellancourt: Yes, man, I didn't see that coming. It was part of the plan for me to go down… 

He says programs like theirs are important because they help kids learn to believe in themselves, show them they can do hard things and that they have caring adults in their corner — sometimes literally. 

He adds the goal of the boxing match is to create a space for community togetherness, joy and a bit of holiday silliness. But there’s still a lesson to be learned from the Grinch, who started out as cold and mean. 

(:XX) Eventually, the Grinch is gonna come and be nice, too and become, be nice to everybody.  It's just being nice to everybody, showing the fun, the boxing aspect of it. It's not about who win, who lose, just about learning the skills…

Plus, he adds, it allows the boxing program to highlight what they do AND give back to the community. To attend the event, people had to donate a toy to the Building Community Bridges Toy Drive. 

NATS: “It’s time for the event you all have been waiting for...” The sounds of grappling in the rink and the whistling blowing play underneath

Toward the end of the evening, Santa and the Grinch go three rounds in the ring. The first round — boxing. The second — running into each other in giant inflatable bubbles. And the final round is… chaotic. Ending — as the script was written — with Santa as the victor. 

Nats: “Back to your corner. You okay, Santa?”

Both Santa and the Grinch agree they’re already looking forward to next year’s rematch, but, for now, the Grinch will go home to reflect on what he’s learned and to ice his injuries with a big slab of roast beast. 

In Jefferson City, I’m Rebecca Smith. KBIA News. 
