
TURNING UP THE VOLUME
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OUR 
JOURNALISM.
RETOOLING 
OUR  
FUNDRAISING.
ENVISIONING 
OUR 
FUTURE.
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WFAE RANKED FIRST among large-market stations in the Southeast FOR  
the categories of BREAKING NEWS and HARD NEWS coverage for its reports on the 

Keith Lamont Scott shooting and unrest in Charlotte. 
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WFAE RANKED FIRST among large-market stations in the Southeast FOR  
the categories of BREAKING NEWS and HARD NEWS coverage for its reports on the 

Keith Lamont Scott shooting and unrest in Charlotte. 



Journalism  

that  

informs,  

enriches,

and  

inspires.

A more  

knowledgeable  

and engaged  

community  

grounded in our  

shared humanity.
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During the last two and a half years, 
WFAE (90.7) has embarked on an 
exciting journey to REBOOT our 
operations, EXPAND our journalism, 
and CHART A FUTURE as a cornerstone 
of journalism and community 
conversation around critical 
issues IN THE CHARLOTTE REGION.
At a time when many other local 
news organizations were retrenching, 
we opted to expand. We thought we 
could accomplish a lot. And, WITH YOUR 
HELP, WE DID.



OUR JOURNEY

Now it’s time to update you on our  
progress and give you a snapshot of what’s 
in the pipeline. The milestones have been 
significant and they have set the stage for 
serving you even better as we re-imagine 
the future.

Overall, we are seeking to expand our 
reach, our output, and our engagement 
with the community so that, together,  
we can build the civic capacity to grapple 
with complicated community needs.

Many of these issues surfaced in research 
by Harvard and other scholars that 
ranked Charlotte dead last of the 50 largest 
U.S. cities in giving a child born in poverty 
the ability to move up the economic ladder. 
The Leading on Opportunity Council is 
now working on making our region, a 
leader in economic development in the 
South, also a leader in upward mobility. 
This will continue to be an over-arching 
narrative for WFAE and our community. 

The arc of the transformation we’ve  
undergone the last two and a half  
years is an exciting story. So, instead of a 
standard annual report, this is a chronicle 
of the steps we’ve taken to build a stronger 
WFAE to serve you better.
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JOURNALISTICALLY, we’ve increased  
the amount of our local news  
content and stayed in the vanguard  
of breaking news as nearly every  
national controversy embedded itself in  
Charlotte. DIGITALLY, we have enhanced 
our website, launched podcasts, and  
added more interactive outreach to 
begin bringing in new voices and new 
stakeholders. FINANCIALLY, we have 
greatly expanded our revenues and the 
ranks of our members, major donors 
and sponsors. In FY 2017, we even  
converted a planned deficit into a  
significant surplus. ASPIRATIONALLY, we 
have a dream to open a new uptown 
headquarters to position WFAE as an 
anchor in Charlotte and make it easier 
to hear from all parts of our community 
as it wrestles with key challenges.



Fiscal 2016 was a year of fast-breaking local, state and national news, and WFAE’s 
award-winning news team – led by News Director Greg Collard – brought it to 
WFAE’s listeners with the immediacy and depth this community expects and 
deserves, including: 

• Analytical coverage of the intense, extended fights over Charlotte’s 2016 LGBT  
ordinance, the legislature’s HB2 legislation to overturn it, and the litigation that followed;

• Authoritative analysis of the North Carolina Voter ID and voter registration  
legislation and the legal battles that played out in federal and state courts;

• The heated political debate over the proposals for the I-77 toll road;
• A “long-form” journalistic look at the Emanuel AME Church killings in Charleston 

and their aftermath in the South Carolina community, one-year later;
• Coverage of the 2016 Democratic and Republican primaries in North and South 

Carolina, exploring Donald Trump’s appeal to Carolinas’ voters and the Hillary 
Clinton - Bernie Sanders campaigns.

Charlotte Talks, WFAE’s daily talk show hosted by Mike Collins and produced by 
Wendy Herkey, increased its “on the news” focus, including:

• Special evening programs on the South Carolina Republican Primary from  
Winthrop University and a March 2015 North Carolina Primary Special;

• Interviews with Charlotte Mayor Jennifer Roberts about her “First 100 Days” as 
mayor, then-Governor Pat McCrory, and U.S. Senate Candidate Deborah Ross;

• An evening  “Public Conversation” at Spirit Square’s McGlohon Theater on Student 
Assignment in Charlotte-Mecklenburg schools, the “first” of Charlotte Talks’ now 
regular “Public Conversations.”

• The commencement of Weekly News Roundup, a gathering of local news reporters 
and editors to discuss the week’s biggest stories. (It’s now one of Charlotte Talks’ 
most popular programs.)

• Events with NPR’s political reporter Cokie Roberts and talk show host Diane Rehm. 

This stellar journalism resulted in two regional Edward R. Murrow awards to 
WFAE in 2016. The first was for Overall Excellence for the news team’s outstanding 
coverage of a range of important news stories. The second was the first place 
award among large market public radio stations for Breaking News, awarded for 
WFAE’s extensive team coverage of the mistrial result in the Randall Kerrick  
police-involved shooting case, the evening-long coverage of the uptown protests, 

LETTER FROM 2016 BOARD CHAIR JON BUCHAN
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and the interviews of legal analysts about the evidence and arguments presented 
at trial and their apparent impact on the result.

With support of the board of directors, Joe O’ Connor, who became General 
Manager in February 2015, built during Fiscal 2016 a strong administrative team, 
bringing on Jeff Bundy as Executive Director of Advancement, contracting with 
Market Enginuity to manage the station’s underwriting efforts (bringing on Lisa 
Gergely to manage its sales force), hiring Jean Zoutwelle as the station’s Chief 
Financial Officer and, in FY 2017, hiring Ju-Don Marshall as Chief Content Officer. 
The board continued its investment in the station’s future, approving aggressive, 
aspirational budgets to permit the hiring of these stellar senior staff members  
and to support the ongoing newsroom expansions. The board also focused its 
exploration of station relocation possibilities, with the encouragement of many 
business and civic leaders to consider uptown Charlotte venues.

In short, WFAE has “built it” – over the past half-decade, a significantly enhanced 
news reporting and Charlotte Talks staff to help provide this community the Public 
Radio presence it deserves, supported by an outstanding administrative team.

And the additional listeners are, in fact, coming, as WFAE’s rapidly growing  
membership rolls, revenues, and market share demonstrate.

Thanks to our loyal and generous members, sustaining members, major donors, 
and underwriters, WFAE will continue to grow its role as a critical part of this 
community’s shared conversation and as a primary source of balanced, analytical, 
and trustworthy news and information. 

Keep listening – there’s so much more to come!

Jon Buchan
Board Chair - 2016
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As WFAE’s new fiscal year began in July 2017, the station was  
booming, and all the indicators suggest that even stronger performance 
lies ahead. Consider these facts:

• WFAE’s audience has grown to more than 240,000 – more than  
 double its size two years ago.
• WFAE’s audience ranks among the top ten in this highly competitive  
 26-station market.
• Membership – that is, listeners who give us money – has increased to  
 more than 20,000, up from just over 15,000 two years ago.
• Major donors, who give $1,000 a year or more, have increased  
 33 percent.
• Underwriting by Charlotte-area businesses has broken record  
 after record, so that nearly 300 underwriters produced $2 million  
 in revenue.

A year of excellent coverage of compelling news certainly contributed  
to this growth. The 2016 presidential election, the turmoil over House 
Bill 2, the struggle over a new pupil assignment plan for Charlotte- 
Mecklenburg Schools, and the unrest in our city after the shooting of 
Keith Lamont Scott – all these stories involved conflict over important 
issues, and listeners flocked to a news source they could rely on for  
in-depth, unbiased reporting. Such work earned recognition for  
excellence from WFAE’s professional peers – two regional Edward  
R. Murrow awards – and loyalty from listeners who value honest  
reporting to counter the proliferation of propaganda and fake news.

LETTER FROM 2017 BOARD CHAIR ED WILLIAMS



But it wasn’t just good journalism that fueled this growth. WFAE 
emerged from the economic downturn on solid ground, thanks to  
prudent leadership by former CEO Roger Sarow and previous boards. 
Under CEO Joe O’Connor, the board voted to invest a portion of 
WFAE’s reserve funds to bolster the station’s revenue-generating  
capacity. The budget anticipated a $334,000 deficit, to be covered from 
the station’s $3.5 million reserve fund. But the investment paid off  
immediately, producing not a deficit but a $208,000 budget surplus.

The board has approved investing our FY17 surplus in newsroom  
positions in FY18. This investment will contribute to growing the 
WFAE newsroom by 50 percent, from 14 journalists, producers and 
editors to 21. That will greatly enhance our ability to provide news  
and information through not only our FM signal but also through 
expanded digital sources, additional public events and more. Stay 
tuned for the details – and for another year of important service to  
our region.

Sincerely,

Ed Williams
Board Chair - 2017
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A more knowledgeable and engaged community, grounded in our 
shared humanity. WFAE’s Mission.

Keith Lamont Scott died not far from here, a couple of miles from 
our University City studios. Our reporters were on the air from the 
scene as spontaneous protests broke out that night and spilled onto 
Interstate 85. Protests continued Uptown in the following week that 
shook Charlotte into the national spotlight, coverage of which our 
newsroom, as Chair Ed Williams mentions in his letter, deservedly 
won national recognition.

The unrest woke us. And it underscored the 2016 findings of a team of 
researchers out of Harvard, Stanford and UC Berkeley that revealed 
what many of our neighbors from less affluent zip codes have known 
for generations; namely that it is near impossible for the poorest 
among us to escape poverty; or as the study concluded, Charlotte is 
dead last for such upward mobility when measured against the 50 
largest cities in the nation.

We Charlotteans don’t like to be last… in anything.  Beloved writer 
Tommy Tomlinson, whose podcast “SouthBound” we launched in  
November 2017, wrote in Charlotte Magazine in 2014 about our  
character, “We got a bug in our butt when George Washington  
called us ‘a trifling place’ 200-some years ago, and we’re ticked off  
that people think of Atlanta first, and we’ve always pushed and strived 
to get people to pay attention to us.” The summer of 2016 brought us 
precisely the wrong kind of attention.

Tommy also wrote, “We’re a 6-foot city, but we keep scrapping like we’re 
5-foot-3… we’re never satisfied.”

LETTER FROM JOE O’CONN0R



That spirit that defines us now has a new assignment: upward mobility.

The Charlotte-Mecklenburg Opportunity Task Force’s “Leading on 
Opportunity” report provides a detailed and fresh framing for tackling 
the foundation of the despair, anger and inequality that not only  
fueled the unrest but has plagued our nation from its inception… 
namely segregation and all of its destructive consequences.

As you read the report, you may be reminded of the many stories and 
Charlotte Talks episodes we have devoted to these challenges as well  
as the proposed strategies to resolve them. And we will continue to  
do so. One of the major messages we are honored to receive from our  
increasing audience is that we are and must remain a catalyst for  
positive change for our neighborhoods, our city and our entire region.

Indeed our vision is reflected on page 21 of the “Opportunity” report, 
“We are all living in an uncertain world, trying to hold onto our sense  
of place and belonging. Collectively, we can hold on – together –  
with compassion, caring and respect for our differences and our  
shared humanity.”

Onward!

Joe O’Connor
President and CEO



ONLINE SESSIONS

316
CORPORATE UNDERWRITERS
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FANS AS OF 12/31/17
13,862

FOLLOWERS AS OF 12/31/17
15,600

HOURS OF PODCASTS PRODUCED
15.25

HOURS OF LOCAL PROGRAMMING
514



94%
INCREASE  
IN WFAE  
ON-DEMAND  
LISTENING,  
YEAR OVER  
YEAR

52%
INCREASE IN 
UNIQUE WEBSITE
VISITORS

52%
OF WFAE 
CONTRIBUTORS
ARE SUSTAINING
MEMBERS

LISTENERS EXPERIENCING WFAE RADIO/DIGITAL  
CONTENT EACH MONTH

384,
973
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$
723,
000

TOTAL REVENUE  
FROM MAJOR DONORS -
A 14% INCREASE 
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MILESTONE - JOURNALISM  

From race relations to social justice issues, 
from voter rights to gender rights, from 
education to immigration, nearly every 
issue rooted in the culture wars consuming 
the country commanded top headlines in 
Charlotte. WFAE journalists have stepped 
up to the challenge of providing coverage 
and context – not only for Charlotte, but 
also for the nation and the world, filing 
stories for NPR and BBC News.

We are now growing our newsroom staff 
by 50%, from 14 to 21 journalists. Four of 
those staffers have been hired recently, 
giving us heightened capacity to produce 
even deeper, more engaging journalism. 

To better inform the Charlotte  
community, we:
•  Added a Weekly News Roundup to 

the Charlotte Talks lineup, featuring  
top journalists from other news  
organizations alongside our own 
newsroom experts.

•  Increased our focus on breaking news.
•  Launched new initiatives, including 

the SouthBound and Candidate ME 
podcasts.

 

•  Disclosed excessive executive  
compensation at one of the state’s 
largest behavioral health care  
service providers.

•  Marshalled complicated coverage  
of the Charlotte School of Law  
scandal, the HB2 bathroom bill,  
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools’  
reassignment plan, and the  
repercussions of the Keith Lamont 
Scott shooting, the Dylann Roof  
murders and the immigration turmoil.

•  Tackled difficult community issues 
around trust, immigration, and  
upward mobility in our Public  
Conversations. 

•  Petitioned for access to police  
body-cam and dash-cam videos,  
establishing the protocol for other 
media requests.

•  Won two prestigious regional Edward 
R. Murrow Awards among numerous 
other honors.

Please see more details in our  
Programming Highlights insert.

  

WFAE JOURNALISTS HAVE STEPPED UP TO  
THE CHALLENGE OF PROVIDING COVERAGE  
AND CONTEXT – NOT ONLY FOR CHARLOTTE,  
BUT ALSO FOR THE NATION AND THE WORLD.



46
INCREASE IN  
MEMBERSHIP
REVENUES

%

40
INCREASE IN TOTAL NUMBER  
OF MEMBERS TO 20,471

%

100
GREW OUR LISTENING  
AUDIENCE BY 100 PERCENT%
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50
WE ARE NOW GROWING OUR  
NEWSROOM STAFF BY 50 PERCENT,  
FROM 14 TO 21 JOURNALISTS

%

14
%

INCREASED THE AMOUNT  
OF LOCAL NEWS STORIES  
BY 14 PERCENT TO NEARLY 
43.5 HOURS A YEAR – NOT  
COUNTING OUR POPULAR  
WEEKDAY MORNING  
CHARLOTTE TALKS PROGRAM.



MILESTONE - ADMINISTRATION

In 2016, we decided to substantially retool our 
business and embrace current best practices. 
We strengthened our development staff and 
sponsorship team and upgraded our fund-
raising practices so we could more efficiently 
generate the financial resources necessary to 
enhance our award-winning journalism.  
 
As a result, over the last two-and-a-halfyears:
•  The number of members has increased 
 nearly 40% to 20,471. 
•  The ranks of major donors (giving  
 $1,000 or more) rose nearly 33% to 351.
•  More than 50% of contributors now  
 give to WFAE as sustaining members  
 (donating to the  station on an  
 ongoing basis).

As a result, WFAE has posted record  
revenue increases from all these contributors 
and is projecting new records for FY 2018.
•  Membership revenues are expected to  
 increase 46% to $3 million.
•  Revenues from underwriting are projected  
 to increase by 33% to more than $2.2 
 million through June 30, the end of FY 2018.
•  A 14% increase is projected in revenue  
 over two years from major donors  
 to $723,000.   
 
In addition, although we budgeted a $334,000 
deficit for FY 2017, planning to cover it with 
our reserves, we instead produced a surplus of 
$208,000, beating expectations by $500,000. 

This has left us well-positioned for our  
future plans and we have already  
embarked on investing this surplus  
in expanding our newsroom.

MILESTONE - DIGITAL REACH 

We are significantly growing our digital 
capability to add new content, embrace 
new voices, and to identify blind spots in 
our coverage of issues.

With upward mobility, affordable hous-
ing, and race relations identified as key 
concerns, we are adding new ways for 
our listeners to engage with us, share their 
views and find solutions to the challenges 
that surfaced in the 2017 “Leading on 
Opportunity” task force report. 

We also are creating avenues to attract 
new listeners, including millennials who 
are increasingly flocking to Charlotte.

To accomplish this, we are:
•  Adding digital staffers.
•  Increasing interactivity, including  
 soliciting community questions in our  
 newly launched FAQ City podcast.
•  Creating a Mobile Listening App  
 with the Reese News Lab at  
 UNC-Chapel Hill.
•  Planning a Community Podcast  
 Accelerator to solicit ideas from the  
 community and provide training.
•  Working to support the addition of  
 Listening Post stations around the  
 community to invite people to  
 respond to general or specific  
 questions.

Our expanded staff allows us to increase 
our coverage hours; grow our newsletter 
and podcast output; update more frequent-
ly our website, apps and social media, and 
expand our coverage of major events.

W
FA

E 
 |

  
PR

O
G

R
ES

S 
R

EP
O

R
T 

 |
  

20
16

 -
 2

01
8 

|

3 2

W
FA

E 
 |

  
PR

O
G

R
ES

S 
R

EP
O

R
T 

 |
  

20
16

 -
 2

01
8 

|

3 2



WE ARE CREATING AVENUES 
TO ATTRACT NEW LISTENERS, 
INCLUDING MILLENNIALS 
WHO ARE INCREASINGLY 
FLOCKING TO CHARLOTTE.
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100
WE DREAM OF SOMEDAY HOSTING  
ONE-HUNDRED COMMUNITY EVENTS EACH YEAR  
FROM AN UPTOWN CHARLOTTE STUDIO.
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MILESTONE - BEING THE BRIDGE

Working from offices near UNC Charlotte, 
WFAE has been handicapped in meeting 
sources, attracting on-air guests, and 
convening events/public conversations.  

Relocating to a new headquarters in uptown 
Charlotte is a dream that we continue to 
pursue. WFAE has narrowed possible  
locations. Next steps are to develop plans 
and cost estimates. 

A new headquarters site would pave the 
way for the community to experience 
WFAE at more in-person gatherings. 
While the station now does more than two 
dozen events a year, WFAE hopes to hold 
as many as 100 events a year in the future.

The new offices would also be a  
cornerstone of WFAE’s digital expansion, 
enabling us to host community podcast 
training, engage in outreach to  
Charlotte-area schools, and put journalists 
closer to sources, on air guests, in-town  
conversations, and community members.
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“WE ARE SEEING A  

TRANSFORMATION  OF CHARLOTTE.  

TO ME, IT’S A BIG STORY.  THE POLICE 

SHOOTING OF KEITH LAMONT SCOTT WAS KIND  

OF A WATERSHED MOMENT. IT’S  

LED TO A MORE ROBUST EMPHASIS  

ON SOCIAL ISSUES –  

AFFORDABLE HOUSING,  

CRIME, AND UPWARD  MOBILITY –  

NOT JUST FROM US.  

PUBLIC OFFICIALS ARE PAYING  

MORE ATTENTION TO IT.”

Greg Collard, WFAE News Director
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Charlotte, like metro  
regions around the country,  
is increasingly seeing social 
issues erupting into breaking  
news stories that reveal the  
fault lines rippling through  
our community. WFAE JOURNALISTS  
continued to PROBE DEVELOPMENTS  
AND UNRAVEL the NARRATIVES around  
the police killing of Keith Lamont  
Scott, the cold-blooded murders  
of nine African-Americans at  
Bible study in their church, and  
efforts to constrain gender and  
immigration rights in the city  
and state, among other stories.
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RACE RELATIONS

Perhaps no other story of this period  
illustrated the challenges Charlotte is facing 
than the September 2016 shooting of Keith 
Lamont Scott, a black man who was killed 
by a black police officer. Once again, the 
community was confronted with concerns 
about police conduct. This time, however, 
the city erupted in protests.

WFAE’s newsroom worked around the 
clock to chronicle the tumult and stay 
abreast of developments as police and  
community leaders responded.

One week after the shooting, Charlotte Talks 
hosted one of its signature Public  
Conversations, bringing members of the  
community together to discuss ways to 
restore trust in the community. We aired 
the two-hour broadcast live in prime time, 
exploring the city’s history of race relations 
and citizen efforts underway to address 
long-simmering grievances.

The Radio Television Digital News  
Association recognized WFAE’s in-depth 
coverage with two respected regional 
Edward R. Murrow Awards. WFAE placed 
first among major-market stations in the 
Breaking News and Hard News categories. 

See an archive of these stories at  
www.WFAE.org.
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CHARLESTON SHOOTINGS –  
A WFAE DOCUMENTARY

When Dylann Roof murdered nine  
African-American parishioners in cold 
blood at Emanuel AME Church in  
Charleston, S.C., it reverberated 225 miles 
away in Charlotte. Facebook photos of 
Roof with a Confederate flag quickly 
surfaced. The tragic June 2015 shooting 
sparked a firestorm of demands to remove 
the flag from the grounds of the South 
Carolina statehouse. Less than a month 
later, then-Governor Nikki Haley signed a 
bill to move the flag to a nearby museum.

During his trial in December 2016, Roof 
was found guilty of multiple murders and 
sentenced to death. He later pleaded guilty 
to all charges.

As the nation worked to move forward 
after the tragedy, WFAE fielded a team to 
delve into the aftermath. With Gwendolyn 
Glenn hosting and Tom Bullock writing 
and producing, WFAE’s Eyes Closed in 
Prayer documentary explored race in the 
Carolinas, the power of symbols such  
as the flag, and the power of love and  
hate. As part of the documentary, WFAE’s 
Mark Rumsey spoke with one victim’s 
family about race, the Confederate flag, 
forgiveness and the death penalty. 
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GENDER ISSUES

In March 2016, the North Carolina  
legislature put the city of Charlotte in the 
national spotlight when it passed House 
Bill 2 (HB2). Dubbed the “bathroom bill,” 
the measure overturned a Charlotte City 
Council ordinance that had expanded  
protections for LGBT people. With the  
passage of HB2, transgender individuals 
were no longer allowed to use the bathroom  
that matched their gender identity.

Reaction was heated. Companies and  
businesses canceled plans to expand or 
relocate in Charlotte; many refused to  
hold entertainment or sporting events in 
the city and state. A number of states and 
cities banned government-funded travel  
to North Carolina.

The NBA moved the All-Star game that 
was to be played in Charlotte the following 
year. The Atlantic Coast Conference and 
NCAA also pulled championship and  
tournament games from around the state.  

As the NBA announced its decision,  
Charlotte Talks hosted a Public  

Conversation about how the law  
impacted the state’s image, economy,  
education and tourism.  

Ongoing negotiations between state  
and city officials and business leaders  
led to the city council dropping its 
ordinance as part of a deal with the  
North Carolina General Assembly to  
revoke the controversial HB2 law. For 
now, cities and counties are barred from 
adopting local non-discrimination  
ordinances, setting minimum wages or 
creating other measures regulating private 
employment practices until 2020.

From enactment to repeal of the bill, the 
WFAE news team worked tirelessly to 
cover HB2’s impact locally, regionally,  
and nationally. 

See an archive of these stories at  
www.WFAE.org/HB2.
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IMMIGRATION

Soon after his inauguration, President 
Trump banned the admission of all  
refugees for 120 days. He also temporarily 
froze immigration from certain Muslim 
countries. Protests quickly erupted at  
airports around the country, including  
Charlotte Douglas International Airport. 
Charlotte’s immigrant population feared 
leaving their homes, going to work or  
taking their children to school. 

In February 2017, almost 8,000 people  
protested in uptown Charlotte and more 
than 250 area businesses closed their 
doors as part of a nationwide “Day  
without Immigrants.”

WFAE journalists David Boraks, Nick  
de la Canal and Gwendolyn Glenn led 
explorations of the impact of immigration 
policies and enforcement through their  
reports and a Public Conversation produced 
by the  Charlotte Talks team.

See more of our coverage at  
www.WFAE.org.
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Politics

Criminal Justice

Healthcare

Voting



Education

The Arts

Environment

WFAE
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Politics has always been a hallmark 

of WFAE’s journalism, and 2016/2017 

were especially tumultuous years. 

Almost every story we produced had 

some political context, regionally or 

nationally. WFAE journalists not only 

covered the campaigns in depth, they 

worked hard to educate voters on the 

choices they would have to make.

Coverage details on page 2 of insert.
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WFAE reporters enlightened listeners 

on both national and local education 

stories. On the national level, they kept 

tabs on major changes in education 

policy affecting transgender students; 

sexual assault on campuses; and 

the future of school choice, special 

education resources, and student 

loans. In Charlotte, WFAE tracked the 

controversial student assignment plans 

for the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools. 

On the higher-education front, WFAE’s 

exposure of critical lapses at the 

Charlotte School of Law played a key 

role in the dramatic closing of the 

for-profit, scandal-plagued school.

Coverage details on page 10 of insert.

W
FA

E 
 |

  
PR

O
G

R
ES

S 
R

EP
O

R
T 

 |
  

20
16

 -
 2

01
8 

|

6 0



Photo credit: NeONBRAND on Unsplash



For several years, North Carolina 

has been involved in three court 

cases involving voting laws and 

redistricting at the congressional 

and state legislature levels. WFAE’s  

reporters covered these multi-year  

cases as they wound their way from  

the federal courts in Greensboro  

to the Supreme Court, and back to  

the lower courts sometimes more  

than once. 

Coverage details on page 6 of insert.
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Residents of Mecklenburg County enter Mt. Moriah Primitive  
Baptist Church to vote in uptown Charlotte, North Carolina.

Photo credit: LOGAN CYRUS/AFP/Getty Images
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Ongoing news about coal ash cleanups 

around the state dominated WFAE’s  

environmental coverage, led by David  

Boraks. Duke Energy has been fined but 

also has asked utility ratepayers to help  

foot the bill for cleaning up coal ash 

dumps, many of which are polluting  

nearby groundwater. Meanwhile, citizens 

came forward to challenge plans for new 

tolls lanes to help pay for widening I-77. 

Coverage details on page 8 of insert.
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From theater and museums to music and 

movies, Charlotte’s arts scene is always 

changing. Whether it was talking with 

Grammy Award-winning singer and  

Charlotte native Anthony Hamilton about 

his latest album or a theatre creating  

sensory-friendly performances for  

children with autism, WFAE’s arts  

reporting introduced listeners to the  

people and organizations whose creativity 

brings vibrancy to our community. 

See an archive for more stories about the  

arts at www.wfae.org.

Coverage details on page 20 of insert.
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The New Face of Queen Charlotte by artist Bree Stallings. 
Photo credit: Sarah Delia/WFAE



Acting as a watchdog on behalf of vulnerable 

residents, WFAE journalists have spotlighted  

an array of healthcare issues affecting our 

community on local, state and national 

levels. In Mecklenburg County, the health 

department failed to notify low-income 

women about abnormal test results. The 

North Carolina legislature declined to offer 

a state marketplace exchange as part of the 

Affordable Care Act. The Veterans Health 

Administration opened a new outpatient 

facility to meet growing demand for medical 

services in Charlotte. 

See an archive of our health stories 

at www.wfae.org.

Coverage details on page 16 of insert.
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Photo credit: Monty Rakusen



Charlotte experienced a big spike in  

homicides in 2017. WFAE served the  

community though substantive news  

coverage that looked at problems

in Charlotte, the support services 

available to crime victims, and 

police-community relations. We  

also had a Public Conversations forum 

featuring Charlotte Mecklenburg  

Police Department Chief Kerr Putney. 

In September 2017, WFAE marked the  

one-year anniversary of the police  

shooting of Keith Lamont Scott with  

a two-hour Public Conversation. We  

told the stories of people and a city  

forever changed by what happened,  

as well as the conversation and action  

that came after the protests.
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AS A PROFESSIONAL POLITICAL  
SCIENTIST AND AFRICAN AMERICAN 
STUDIES SCHOLAR, I TURN TO WFAE 
FOR GOOD, RELIABLE INFORMATION. 
I KNOW I CAN TRUST THE NEWS 
SOURCE AND I UNDERSTAND IT WILL  
PRESENT MULTIPLE PERSPECTIVES 
ON IMPORTANT ISSUES. 
MOREOVER, AS AN OCCASIONAL 
WFAE CONTRIBUTOR, I ENJOY 
DOING MY PART TO HELP LISTENERS 
BETTER UNDERSTAND GOVERNMENT, 
POLITICS, AND POLICY. UNLIKE 
OTHER PLATFORMS THAT ONLY 
SCRATCH THE SURFACE OF 
COMPLEX CONCERNS, WE GET 
TO DIG DEEP INTO VARIOUS 
SUBJECTS. I LIKE THAT.
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Whether it’s a conversation about  
race relations in the South, domestic  
violence and homicides, or how emojis  
are changing the way we communicate,  
Charlotte Talks, under the stewardship  
of host Mike Collins, is WFAE’s venue  
to explore complex subjects. The program, 
which airs live at 9 a.m. weekdays,  
celebrates its 20th anniversary this year.

In addition to holding six major  
Public Conversations over the last  
two-and-a-half years, Charlotte Talks  
has launched the Weekly News Roundup 
on Fridays, featuring roundtable  
conversations with local journalists  
on the news of the week. As the  
Charlotte region grows, so do the news 
and issues, and it can be hard to keep  
up. The News Roundup fills that gap.  
It’s quickly become the most popular  
and listened-to show of the week. 

Coverage details on page 24 of insert.
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THE PARTY LINE BLOG

From Columbia to Raleigh and Charlotte to Washington, D.C., “The 
Party Line” was WFAE’s blog dedicated to examining regional issues 
and policies through the people who shape them. During the campaign 
season, posts explored how Donald Trump’s early appeal in the primaries 
affected the GOP over the long-term; how millennials were forcing 
politicians to change their approach; and whether Charlotte’s mayoral 
race was actually competitive. After Election Day, “The Party Line” 
analyzed voting data that showed a widening gap between North 
Carolina’s urban and rural voters.

SOUTHBOUND

The South… What is it? Movies, books, songs, myths and legends have 
tried to explain this part of the United States. The podcast “SouthBound” 
features conversations with notable Southerners from all walks of life – 
from artists and athletes to preachers and politicians. Former NASCAR 
driver Dale Earnhardt Jr., entrepreneur and fashion maven Laura 
Vinroot Poole, and former Charlotte mayor Harvey Gantt are just a 
few of the guests who’ve talked with Georgia native and host Tommy 
Tomlinson about how the South shaped who they are and what they do.

FAQ CITY

Why is downtown Charlotte called uptown? Where can you fi nd 
breakfast tacos in Charlotte? Why don’t some major roads in Charlotte 
have streetlights? WFAE’s “FAQ City” podcast digs into the local culture 
and quirks that make Charlotte home. Host Nick de la Canal takes a 
closer look at these questions and more with the help of WFAE listeners 
who submit and vote on questions through the “FAQ City” website.

WFAEATS BLOG

The “WFAEats” blog is a tasty adventure into Charlotte’s food scene. 
It’s a place where professional chefs, food writers and food enthusiasts 
share stories, recipes and culinary experiences. Some posts introduce 
Carolina newcomers to long-time favorites such as livermush and fi sh 
camps. Others tackle homemade ice cream and non-profi t grocery 
stores. The blog also explores traditions that are becoming more 
familiar, such as international potluck dinners and breaking the fast 
during Ramadan. 



MARSHALL TERRY

As listeners reach for their fi rst cup of coffee, the voice they hear on 
WFAE is Marshall Terry, who has been the local Morning Edition 
host for three years. During his four hours in the studio, Terry 
writes newscasts, does interviews, produces local segments and 
keeps an eye on the clock. When he isn’t on the air, he works on 
news features. 

NICK DE LA CANAL

Midday newscaster and host of “FAQ City”, Nick de la Canal 
brings listeners top-of-the-hour local and regional news updates. 
His reports helped WFAE earn a regional Edward R. Murrow award 
for breaking news coverage following the Keith Lamont Scott 
shooting and protests in September 2016. During the Democratic 
and Republican conventions, de la Canal spoke with the youngest 
member of North Carolina’s delegations about the parties’ 
relationship and outreach to young voters.

MARK RUMSEY

For nearly 20 years, Mark Rumsey has been a companion to 
Charlotte-area listeners during their evening commutes. As 
WFAE’s All Things Considered host, Rumsey easily moves in and 
out of local and national stories about the day’s news. During the 
show, Rumsey interviews people from different walks of life, 
including former North Carolina governor Jim Martin about 
science and religion; Rose Hamid, a Muslim woman from 
Charlotte who was kicked out of a Donald Trump rally in South 
Carolina; and Michael Deason from Greensboro, better known to 
Charlotte Hornets fans as the “purple shirt guy.”



SOON AFTER I ARRIVED AT WFAE,  
MY COLLEAGUES ASSIGNED ME A 
FEATURE STORY. I’D NEVER BEEN  
TO THE AMERICAN SOUTH BEFORE. 
I’D NEVER USED A TASCAM  
RECORDER. NEVER WRITTEN A  
FEATURE-LENGTH RADIO STORY.  
YET THE NEWSROOM TREATED ME 
LIKE ONE OF THEIR OWN, PUSHING 
ME TO LEARN WHAT STOOD AT THE 
CORE OF VARIOUS SOUTHERN  
IDENTITIES AND TO LEARN THE 
TRICKS OF RADIO REPORTING,  
ALL IN MY FIRST MONTH. THAT  
EXPERIENCE WAS INVALUABLE.  
I GAINED RESPECT FOR A REGION 
AND BEGAN FINDING MY OWN VOICE, 
WHICH I’VE CONTINUED TO DEVELOP 
AT NPR’S ALL THINGS CONSIDERED.
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2016
REGIONAL EDWARD R. MURROW AWARDS

In 2016, the Radio Television Digital 
News Association RTDNA) awarded 
WFAE two regional Edward R. Murrow 
Awards, including, for the second year, the 
prestigious award for Overall Excellence. 

The Overall Excellence award refl ects 
the depth and scope of a news organization. 
WFAE’s winning entry represented a 
sampling of the station’s diverse news 
coverage throughout 2015: Non-discrim-
ination expansion rejected by Charlotte 
City Council; the backlash the Ritz-Carlton 
received for its ‘black tax’ during the CIAA 
tournament; South Carolina lawmakers 
vote to take down the Confederate fl ag; 
the virtual monitoring of ICU patients; 
protesters’ and police plans for activism 
after the Randall Kerrick mistrial; a 
state ethics commission ruling that says 
sex with a lobbyist is not a ‘thing of value’; 
HBCUs’ efforts to compete for students; 
and a remembrance of Dean Smith.

WFAE’s “Randall Kerrick Hung Jury” won 
in the Breaking News category. The entry 
included live special coverage as soon 
as the mistrial was declared, and stories 
that were produced that evening. The 
broadcast featured interviews with legal 
experts and community leaders, along 
with reports from inside and outside the 
courthouse. The follow-up stories focused 
on the mistrial ruling and reaction from 
the Fraternal Order of Police; churches 
that opened the evening of the mistrial; 
and the activism that took place that night. 

W
FA

E 
 |

  
PR

O
G

R
ES

S 
R

EP
O

R
T 

 |
  

20
16

 -
 2

01
8 

|

8 4

The Radio Television Digital News Association recognized 

WFAE’s in-depth coverage with two respected regional Edward 

R. Murrow Awards. WFAE placed fi rst among major-market 

stations in the Breaking News and Hard News categories. 

2017
REGIONAL EDWARD R. MURROW AWARDS

In 2017, the RTDNA recognized WFAE 
again with two awards. The station 
ranked fi rst among large market stations 
for reporting in the categories of Breaking 
News and Hard News for its coverage of 
the Keith Lamont Scott shooting and 
unrest in Charlotte.

The night after Keith Lamont Scott was 
shot and killed, protests started peacefully 
in uptown Charlotte. That quickly changed 
when word spread of a protester being 
shot. Protesters blamed the police. Some 
protesters threw objects and smashed 
windows. Police in riot gear lobbed 
concussion grenades and tear gas canisters. 

WFAE’s “Charlotte Protests Over Police 
Shooting” ranked fi rst in the Breaking 
News category. After the fatal shooting 
of Keith Lamont Scott, protests and riots 
erupted in Charlotte. WFAE reporters 
were reporting from uptown Charlotte. 
This winning entry included fi rst night 
coverage, stories and programming 
throughout the week. 

Reporter Tom Bullock’s “Confrontations In 
Wake Of Police Shooting” placed fi rst in 
the Hard News category.
 

The Radio Television Digital News Association recognized 

WFAE’s in-depth coverage with two respected regional Edward 

R. Murrow Awards. WFAE placed fi rst among major-market 

stations in the Breaking News and Hard News categories. 
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LIBERTY BELL AWARD

The Mecklenburg County Bar awarded 
Mike Collins, host of Charlotte Talks, the 
2016 Liberty Bell Award. The award is 
given to a citizen “who has performed 
community service that has strengthened 
the American system of freedom under 
the law.” 

In her nomination letter, attorney Nancy 
Norelli wrote, “Mike Collins has an ability 
to stimulate thoughtful dialogue and his 
selection of topics cut through a variety of 
interest groups. He encourages individual 
responsibility so that citizens can better 
recognize their duties as well as their 
rights. Mike Collins clearly has an  
understanding and appreciation for the 
rule of law and enhances the knowledge  
of our community by presenting both 
sides of issues.”
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MIKE COLLINS HAS AN ABILITY TO STIMULATE THOUGHTFUL 
DIALOGUE AND HIS SELECTION OF TOPICS CUT THROUGH 
A VARIETY OF INTEREST GROUPS. 



NEWCOMER OF THE YEAR AWARD

CEO Joe O’Connor was the recipient of 
the 2017 Newcomer of the Year Award 
by Leadership Charlotte. This award is 
given to an individual “who has lived in 
Charlotte less than five years, has actively 
sought opportunities to improve the  
quality of life in our community, and  
has made significant contributions, both 
personally and professionally, to the  
betterment of Charlotte.” 

SUNSHINE AWARD 

Lisa Worf, assistant news director, received 
the 2017 Sunshine Award for journalism 
by the North Carolina Open Government 
Coalition at its annual Sunshine Day  
event. The Sunshine Awards “recognize 
government officials, journalists and  
citizens who work to make North Carolina 
governments transparent.” 

Worf was nominated for her reporting on 
a new North Carolina law that requires 
court approval for obtaining video footage 
from police departments. She was one of 
the first people in North Carolina to follow 
the new process that included filing a  
petition with the court, paying court fees,  
and presenting a case for the video’s  
release in front of a judge and the attorneys 
representing the police department and 
district attorney’s office. Although the 
original petition was denied, Worf filed a 
second petition. This time a judge decided 
to release the footage of a fatal police 
shooting in June 2016.  

From the left to right.
Mike Collins, Lisa Worf,  

and Joe O’Connor 
Photo credits: Jeff Cravotta



I’VE HEARD PEOPLE SAY: 
‘WHY WOULD I WANT  

TO HEAR THAT?’  
THEN THEY START  
LISTENING AND  
THEY CAN’T GET  

OUT OF THE CAR.”
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Greg & Missie Alcorn
Joye Alston
Anonymous
James Babb Jr. &  
 Mary Lou Babb
Steve & Nancy Biggs
Tom & Sylvia Brydon
Walter* & Delane Clark
Langdon Cooper &  
 Karen Kelley
Jay & Olga Faison
Anne & Thomas Fehring
Katherine & Mike James
Barbara Laughlin**
Margaret Parker
Liz & Paul Peralta
John Putnam
Glenn* & Deborah Stewart
Wellford & Ann Tabor
Mary Jean White
Ed† & Marylyn Williams

PRODUCER’S CLUB

Anonymous 
Beaver Family Foundation
Blumenthal Foundation
Ross*** & Michele Annable
Richard Bierregaard &  
 Cathy Dolan**
Judith Carpenter
Elliott Close
Derick & Sallie Close
Lee Fazzi &  
 Christine Burns-Fazzi
Knight Foundation
George Foundation
Linda* & John Greenwell
Dale Halton
Maria & Nash Long III***
Melissa** & Mike McGuire
Amanda & John Roncevich
Robert & Carolyn* Shaw
Bilal Soylu*
Nancy Stubblefield &  
 Fred Stubblefield Jr.
Lyn & Fred Stubblefield, III

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE: 
$10,000 and above 

PRODUCER’S CLUB: 
$5000 - $9999 

BROADCASTER’S CLUB: 
$2000 - $4999 

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE: 
$1000 - $1999 

MANAGER’S CIRCLE: 
$500 - $999 

 

Donor list is as of June 31, 2017. 

MEMBERSHIP LEVELS

*  Current Board Member

**  Former Board Member 

***  Former Board Chair 

†  Current Board Chair 



Tom & Vickie Gabbard
Michael & Libba Gaither
Keith & Gerry Gehl
William Graves Sr. &  
 Sara Graves
Megan Guhl
Peter & Ann Guild
Edmund & Kathy Hall
Cheryl Hames &  
 Robert Wooten
Watts** & Carol Hamrick
Dean Hamrick
Kimberly Hanson
Linda & Peter Hindel
Romaine & Mary Horn
James & Ellen Houpt
John & Maria Huson
Herb Jackson & Laura Grosch
Chris Jenson & Blynn Field
Jeanne Johnson
Sarah & Bob Jordan
John Keane
William Keenan
Wayne & Rochelle Kelley
Kerry & Linda Kenner
Virginia Kern
Adi Khindaria
Ed** & Page Kizer
Ronald* & Joye Lamberth
Steve Landers &  
 Jennie Buckner***
Russell & Nancy Le Donne
Jung Lee
John Lincoln
Fanny Lineberger
Robert & Mary Long
Joan Lorden & Lawrence Mays
Catherine Magennis
Michelle Maidt**
Kathleen & Frank Maley
Julianne Marley &  
 Mark Clarke

Carol Martell
Kurt & Tracy Massey
Marilyn & George Max
Lynne McAngus
Cassie & Chad McGowan
Melissa McGuire & David Kern
Elizabeth McHugh
Richard & Anne McKnight
Andy Mermans &  
 Robin Perrigo-Mermans
Annie Merrill
Heloise Merrill
Jean Millikan
Lisa Lee Morgan &  
 Alan Morgan
Jason & Amy Murphy
Laura & John Nestico
Susan & Blane Neubauer
Margaret Norris 
Elizabeth & Mike North
Tracie & Mark Northan
Nancy Nyberg & Dick Thomas
David Ogden
Jesse Plaster
Elizabeth Portland
Elizabeth Pruett & Cindy 
Hostetler
George & Eva Raftelis
Stephen Rapa &  
 Elizabeth O’Neill
Rollin Raymond
Helen Reed
Sally & Russell Robinson, II
Dan & Sara Roselli
William & Brenda Ryan
Elizabeth & Stuart Salmon
Charles & Sarah Saunders
Molly Schugel
Tari & Edward Schutzman
Bill Schweppe
Tom & Becki Seddon
Chris & Marion Sekerak

Mary Adams
Rosalyn* Allison-Jacobs &  
 David Jacobs
Alwinell Foundation Trust, UA
Rabih & Donna Andari
Anonymous
Darren & Kathryn Ash
Richard & Ruth Ault
Catherine Bessant & John Clay
Alice Bishopric &  
 Peter Stulginskis
Bill & Marjorie Blubaugh
Philip & Amy Blumenthal
Bob Breakfield
Benjamin & Susan Brooks
Jonathan Buchan***
Edmund & Dee Bujalski
Veronica Caropreso
Laura Chilcoat
Hal & Nan Clarke
John & Diana Clarkson
Ron & Shirley Coffman
Georgia Collett
Ken & Mary Beth Collins
Cynthia & Robert Combs
Tom & Pat Cotter
Thomas & Jeanie Cottingham
Keith Craun
Bob & Peggy Culbertson
Lynn** & Laura Roy Daniel
Joseph Didier
Nancy Dorrier
Lewis Edwards
Robert & Mary Engel
Eric & Martha Eubank
Richard Faulkner
Edwin & Susan Flynn
William Foley & 
 Pamela Kelley
Darren Foundation
Eileen Friars*** & Scott Pyle
Alex & Patty Funderburg

BROADCASTER’S CLUB
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The Marc and Mattye  
 Silverman Family  
 Foundation
Angela Simmons**
Martie Smith
Fred & Alice Stanback
Mark Steele
Didier & Claire Teirlinck
Eric & Annette Telljohann
Marcia Tillotson &  
 Sharon Blalock
Scott & Tracey Tozier
William Walker &  
 Lynn Bancroft
Melodee & Roger Webb
John & Campbell Wester
Gloria White
David & Rebekah Woodward

*  Current Board Member

**  Former Board Member 

***  Former Board Chair 

†  Current Board Chair 



Beverly Carroll
Chip Cater
Elizabeth Caughman
Hobart Cheyne
Dumont Clarke IV &  
 Shirley Linn
Ann & Randy Cline
Daniel Clodfelter* &  
 Elizabeth Bevan
Gene & Jean Cochrane
Camille Coers
Tori & William Collins
Susan & Shad Collins
Wilton & Catherine Connor
Linda Cook
Diana Crawford &  
 Hugh Wrigley
Mike & Elizabeth Crippen
Thomas & Andrea Crowley
Tommy Crozier
Harold & Cynthia Curry
Harry Dalton
Gary & Linda Dassenko
Doug Davidson
Mark Davis &  
 Diane Holditch Davis
Chris & Robbie Davis
Michael & Elaine Denenberg
John & Susan Detwiler
Don Duffy &  
 Laura Stanley-Duffy
Chris Duggan
Karen & Yates Dunaway
Larry Duncan & Diana Cramp
Angel Dutra
Gray & Heather Dyer
Mindy & Gary Earleywine
Laurel Eason
Martha & Nathaniel Edwards
Tracy Eggleston
Brenda Elias
Alvin & Deborah Ellison

Brian & Lisa Ellsworth
David & Aleen Epstein
Mark* Ethridge
Kristine & Scott Evans
John Fabrizio
Elizabeth Fender
Tom & Heather Finke
Jeff Fitchett
Chris Foulke
Teri Fridley
Michael & Angela Friedland
Teresa Frost
David & Marilyn Furman
Bob Gaines
Jared & Nicole Gardner
Kevin & Heather Gavagan
Ted Gearhart &  
 Leslie Aronovitz
Clement*** &  
 Mary Elizabeth Geitner
Charlotte Glassman &  
 Dan Daugherty
Alan Gordon
Martin & Catherine Grable
Jannica & Torsten Greife
John Gresham &  
 Laurie Graybeal
Mirsad** & Mirzeta Hadzikadic
David & Mary Hall
Dennis & Susan Harvey
Evelyn & Stephen Headley
Karen & Michael Hefron
Terri Heishman
Dayle Helms
James & Patricia Henderlite
Dana & Nancy Hershey
Benjamin & Kathy Hill
Mark & Elizabeth Hindal
Stephen & Kelly Hofstatter
Jeb & Robin Horton
Bruce Hui
Emily Huling & John White

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE

Dan & Sandy Albert
Michael &  
 Anne-Mari Alexander
Scott* & Allyson Anderson
Anonymous
Ann Armstrong
Gail Arnold
Cynthia Aziz &  
 Tim Von Der Embse
Robert & Mardee** Baker
C. Stephen Bale & Carole Bale
Carolyn & Jack Barry
Ben & Julianne Bash
Chanee & Gordon Battle
Jim Baucom
Arthur & Christine Becker
Will & Angela Behrmann
John & Bonnie Benedum
John Bennett & Eric Johnson
Wendy Bentley & Van Gottel
Milton & Arlene Berkman
Stephen & Diana Bernard
Lisa Bilski
Larry Blanton
Susan Booker
Crandall & Erskine Bowles
Doris Anne Bradley
Charles & Margot Brinley
David Bristol & Kirsi Enckell
J Terry Broers
Brad & Shannon Brown
Jane & Charles Brown
Jeffrey & Gretchen Brown
Mary & Stephen Bruce
J. Douglas Buchanan
Ian & Meg Burton
Bob & Jan Busch
Tom & Susanne Cambern
Patricia Campbell &  
Nancylynn Sharpless
Sara & Ben Cardwell
Greg Carl
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Deborah McKay & 
  Petra Eschauzier
Edward McMillan &  
 Margaret Divish
Susanne & Mark Memolo
Jennifer & Eric Meredith
Dick & Dottie Metzler
Nathaniel Meyer
Laura &  Kevin Mikeworth
James Miller
Kathryn Mitra
Thomas & Sally Moore
Tim Moore & Magay Shepard
Paula & George Moore
Sheila & Sean Mullen
John Murphy
Preeti & Raja Musunuru
Carrie & Dave Nelson
Joanna & Jack Nelson
Sara Nomellini & 
  Michael Noble
Jan Nomina
Kenneth & Ann O’Connell
Angela Oliver
Joel Olsen
Michael Orell
Rev. F J O’Rourke
Richard Osborne
Hema Parekh
Rajal Patel
Kamal Patel &  
 Shital Vaghasiya-Patel
Mack Patterson
David Pawlowski &  
 Caroline Payne
Julia & Kline Pepper
Beth Peterson
David Pitser & Alice Richey
Rose & Jonathan Planer
Claudia Plepler
Donna Podgorny &  
 Robert Williamson

Noah & Bina Pollack
John Powell
Lew & Dannye Powell
Stephanie & Jeff Pulker
James Putnam
Jann Rademacher
Eleanor & Thomas Raispis
Lance & Amy Read
Frank & Connie Reed
Wanda Reeves
Alicia Richards
Judith Roberson &  
 Charles Gordon
Terry & Cathy Roche
Patricia Rodgers
Pamela & Kelly Ross
Kris & Tammy Ruckman
Elizabeth & Derek Rukenbrod
Paul & Katherine Rutledge
Clay & Sue Sams
Roger** & Marilyn Sarow
John & Trisha Schwabacher
Mark Self & Thea Moore
Kate & Allen Shirley
Stephen & Parker Shuford
Mark Siebke & Jennifer Lang
Andrew Silliker
Walker & Elizabeth Simmons
Elizabeth Sisk
Kathleen Small
Kim & Malcolm Smith
Matthew & Erin Socha
William Soukup & Mary 
Kaczmarek
Paul Steiger

Kim Humiston
Jim & Betty Hunter
Scott & Pascale Jackson
Paul Jensen & Julie Harrington
Harry & Sandy Johnson
Cyrus** & Liz Johnson
Gene & Vickie Johnson
Brenda Jones
David Jones
Jan Keil
Mark Kemper
Thomas & Elizabeth Killen
Anika & Jonathan Kim
Hatcher & Linda Kincheloe
Wayne King
Marda Kornhaber &  
 William Gillen
Brad Kutrow &  
 Jeanne Lindquist
Richard* & Solestine Lancaster
George Linfors & Linda Linfors
Jim & Mary Little
Moira* & Ted LoCascio
Paula Lombardi
Nancy Lopez-Ibanez
Lucinda Lundy
Lisbeth & Gerard Mack
Chris Mair & Elizabeth Mosley
Helen Malone
Nancy Maloney
Stacey Mark
Marie-Claire Marroum- 
 Kardous & Kal Kardous
Leslie & Michael Marsicano
Carol Marton
Tom & Lori Mathews
Dan Mathewson &  
 Naho Kobayashi
Hugh McColl Jr. & Jane McColl
Lavanna McDonald
Richard & Jane McGregor
Bruce & Joyce McIntyre

*  Current Board Member

**  Former Board Member 

***  Former Board Chair 

†  Current Board Chair 
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Dan Woodall
Martine Wurst
Stephen Wyatt
Heidi Zdrojeski
Imad & Suzanne Zeitouni
Joan Zimmerman**

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE

Justin Steinschriber &  
 Kirsten Baldwin
Anne Stowell-Falcone &  
 Richard Falcone Jr.
Courtney Stribling
Carolyn Sullivan &  
 Matthew Valites
William & Sharon Sullivan
Joan Summerhays
Becka & David Tait
Philip & Brenda Tate
Sasha & Kavitha Thomas
Carlton Thornbury
Tracy Thornton
Julie Tuggle
Rao & Savitri Tummala
Cynthia Tyson
Susan & David Van Zile
Ruh Vanblon
James & Jean Veilleux
Barbara Vermeire
David & Mary Vickers-Koch
Kevin & Jill Walker
Cynthia Warner
Mary Allen Watson
Larry Weems
Heidi Weilbach &  
Hermann Unglert
David Weinrib &  
 Elizabeth Wahls
Lynn Weis
Sandy Welton
Steve & Pamela*** West
Cricket Weston &  
 David Molinaro
Nick* & Regina Wharton
Matthew & Jill Wheelock
Richard & Mary White
John & Clara Wiggins
Anne & Trey Wills
Jim & Vicky Wilson
Al & Susan Winget

*  Current Board Member

**  Former Board Member 

***  Former Board Chair 

†  Current Board Chair 



Doug Bacon & Julie Bacon
Cynthia Barber &  
 Rodman Barber
Paul Bardinas &  
 Carrie Bardinas
Tim Barker
Chad Barker & Penny Barker
David & Joan Barkley
William Barnhouse
Mary Barr Gallivan &  
 Sean Gallivan
Karen Barry
Eric Bartholomew &  
 Kathy Cantwell
James & Carol Bartos
Candace & William Batchelor
Jean Batten
Susan Batura & Tom Gifford
B. Paul Baumbach &  
 Leslie Messick
Andrew Baxter & Susan Gover
Joanne & Steve Beam
Tony Beatty
Michele & Todd Becker
Robert Bedingfield
Hosne Begum
Jennifer Beightley &  
 Kristopher Fador
Peter Bell & Mary Higgins
Stephen & Lisa Bell
Barbara Belle
Jill Benhart
Monty Bennett
Laura Bennstrom
Tara & Doug Benson
Stephen & Edith Benson
Steve Bentley & David Deal
Carol Lynn Bergman
Jerry & Linda Berne
Alex & Anne Bernhardt
Janet Bertinuson
Maureen Beurskens

MANAGER’S CIRCLE

Taylor Abbasi
Sylvia Abney
William Adams
Arun & Kiran Adlakha
Turk & Jill Akbay
Barbara Alarcon-Alcivar &   
  Danny Young
Mary & Bruce Alexander
Wendi Allegrezza
Eugenia Allen
Robert Michael & Alison Allen
Tracy & Jim Allen
Laura & Francis Allen
Aaron Alward
Patricia & Donald Ambrose
Doris Anderson
Jean Anderson
Jennifer Anderson
Julie Andreacola
James & Marjorie Andrews
Harriette Andrews
Shelia & Kwasi Ankrah
Kyle Anna
Andrew & Leilani Annand
Nancy Anthony
Jenny Apker & Gregory Rekuc
Anusha Aravind &  
 Aravind Rajasekaran
Ian & Maeve Archibald
Cris Areskog
Pralhad Argade
Kenneth Armstrong
Tina Artman
Murali Atyam
Nina Austin & James Austin
Barbara Avard
Jeanine Avent
Ramesh Avva
Terence Ayers
Austin Ayscue &  
 Elizabeth Ayscue
David Bach

Philipp & Mary Bischoff
Carolyn Bishop
Gillian & George Bishop
John & Tammy Black
Robert & Carol Black
Towner & Holly Blackstock
Emily Blackwell
Jeffrey & Linda Blum
Greg & Leslie Blum
Barry Bobrow & Karen Knoble
Jack & Alice Boger
Norman Boger
Carlos & Erin Bolden
Marilyn & Herbert Bonkovsky
Eddie & Kimberly Booher
Clifford Booker & Eglyn 
Ross-Booker
Sandra & Cliff Boone
Laura Booth
David Boraks & Shelley Rigger
Jazmin Boutaleb
Elizabeth & Gary Bowers
Bradna Bowers
John & Ladona Bowling
Charles & Mary Bowman
T.Y. Boyd & Pat Boyd
Shad Boyter &  
 Colleen McCarthy
John Bradley &  
 Beverley Bradley
Eloise & Peter Bradshaw
Larry Brady
Chris Brady & Laurie Brady
Meredith Brady
J. Frank Bragg Jr.
Nancy & Eugene Brand
Rosanne Brandt
John Brannagan
Mary Brauer-Cox
Jesse Brause
Melanie Brayton
Gail & Steven Bredehoeft



MANAGER’S CIRCLE (CONT.)

Michael Clement
Jonathan & Robyn Clemente
Tim & Jennifer Cline
Sandra Cline
Thomas Cloninger
Bradley Close
Dabney Close
Greg Close
Anne Close
Gracie Close
Roderick & Freida Clouse
Linda Coad
Melissa Coale
Jay & Heather Cobb
Robin Cochran
E. Coffman
Kris Cognac
Allyson & Mark Colaco
Roger Colberg
Thomas Cole
Debbie & Robert Cole
Susan Coleman
Anna Coley
Susan Collatz
Gregory Collins &  
 Michele Harvey Collins
Mike Collins
Laura White
Ray Combs
Tim & Barbara Comin
Bryan & Joan Connell
Tara & Jason Connelly
Jim Consol
James Cook
Dianne Cook
Stephen Cook
Gerald Cooley
Donald Cooper &  
 Lisbeth Riis Cooper
Chris Cooper
Joyce Corbett
Sharon & Daniel Corbett

Eric Cantwell
Daniel & Rebecca Caple
Susan Carbone
Ian Carpenter
Mark Carpenter
Frank & Elizabeth Carpenter
Billy Carr
Mona Lita Carr
Dan Carrigan
John Carter Jr.
Virginia & Kevin Casey
Vincent & Allyson Casingal
James Cass
Marsha Cassedy & Lee Griffin
James Catlin & Priya Patil
Fred & Elizabeth Caudill
Daniel Caudill
Elizabeth Causey
John Cavanagh
John & Elizabeth Caveny
Donna Chambers
Marvin & Mary Chaney
Scott & Margaret Chatham
Julie Chavez & Scott Kaysen
William & Kim Checket
Waymon Chen
Martha Chew
Warren Childers & | 
 Mary Thompson
Edna Chirico & John Huber
Suzanne Chomiczewski
Karen & Henry Chow
P.M. Christenbury &  
 Henrietta Christenbury
Eric & Heather Christman
Beitseng Chu & Jin Wang
Suzanne & Matthew Churchill
John Andrew Clancy &  
 Kate Clancy
Deborah & William Clark
George W. Clay, III
Bruce Clayton

Peter & Cathy Brennan
Robert & Kathleen Breslin
Elena Arecco Bridgmon & 
Charles Bridgmon
Jessica Brinkmann
Ron & Kobi Brinson
Cristan Brown
James Brown &  
 Joanne Stanley
Lanita Brown &  
 Stephen Tillman
R. Daniel Brown
Mary Merritt Brown &  
 Frank Brown
Peter Brunnick
Colin Bryan & Stacy Lesley
Jay Bryson &  
 Margaret Commins
Jeff & Mary Bundy
Denise Burkard
David Burke
Tucker Burks
Martha Burleson
Gil Burnette
Brian Burnette
Barbara & David Burns
Brian & Carissa Burns
Brad & Melissa Busche
Charles & Patricia Butler
Roger & Joyce Butler
BJ Butler
Greg & Mary Lou Cagle
Rafael Calabria
Tracy Calder
Lawrence Calhoun
Stephanie Cameron
Mary Lou Campbell
William & Nancy Campbell
Peter Campbell & Emily Sagor
John Campbell &  
 Cathy Lacienski
Boyd & Frances Campbell
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Doug Cosby & Page Lee
Rachel & Brad Couchenour
Catherine Coulter
Tom Covington
Aaron & Brenda Cowell
James Cowie
Britta & Russell Crandall
John & Eva Crawford
Jennifer Creasser-Bridges &  
 Zack Bridges
Rena Creech
Kathleen & John Cress
Mary Ann & Oliver Cross
James Crosthwaite
Edward & Anne Crotty
Jane Crown
Greg Crumpton
Edina Cseh & Justin Swartz
Kristyna Culp
Catherine & Michael Cuomo
Ron & Alice Curtin
Tehseen Dahya
Phani Daliparthi
David & Dora Dalmas
Anna Daly &  
 William Bachrodt
James Daniel Jr. &  
 Beth Macdonald
Curt Dansby & Nancy Gritter
Mary Darbee
Marlys & Ed Daugherty
Alex David
Lisa Davidson &  
 Zeev Neuwirth
William Davis & Sue Davis
Hal Davis & Louise Palmer
Usha & Ashrito Dayal
Tathagata De
Elizabeth De La Cruz
Carol Deacon & Kim Deacon
George & Jean Dearlove
Dave & Ester Defehr

Tanya & Leonard DeGrace
Emily & Alan Dellinger
Karen DeMay
Michael Dennis
Heather & Gabe Devereux
Marshall Dews
Alexander Dickey
Miriam Ann Dixon
Cassandra Dixon
Tuong Do & Lei Xu
Joseph Doll & Beverly Frye
Bernadette Donovan-Merkert
Ron Donson & PK Donson
Philip Dorfman
Marcia Dorfman
Frank Dowd Jr.
Gavin Dowell &  
 Karen Johnston
Terry Doyle
Adeline Dozois
Priscilla Drake & Anne Page
Sharon & Robert Drennan
Karen Dubose & Rick Werner
Renee & Jerry Dubrowski
Thomas & Kris Duffy
Harold & Jennifer Dufour
Susan Dulin
Samantha & Kelly Dunbar
Estilla Duncan
Beverly Dunlop-Loach
J. Porter & Victoria Durham
Martha Durham
Ernest & Vicky Dwight
Mark Eckert & Kate Meilink
Amy & Greg Edwards
Pamela Edwards
Eddie & Sandra Edwards
Perry & Margaret Efird
Helen Eggers
Mary & Anthony Eisel
Tom & Julie Eiselt
Robert Eisenberg

Tagbo & Nwamaka Ekwonu
Dwight Eldredge
Curtis & Maggie Elliott
Chad Elvington
Judy Emken
Joanne Erickson
Martin Ericson
Elisabeth Ervin
Kenneth Essex
Susan Evans
Farrah Evans
Robert Evans
Laura Fahey
Bronwyn Falconer
Susan Falk
Linda Farthing
Eric Faulk
Christoph Feddersen &  
 Robin Hall
Samuel Fedewa &  
 Samantha Reichbach
John & Louise Fedorczyk
Stephen Ferber &  
 Womens Pro Baseball
John Ferguson
Doris & David Fife
Michael & Amanda Finlon
Wendy Fishman &  
 Dorne Pentes
Joel Fitzgerald
Kimmery & James Fleischli
Matt & Amanda Fleishman
Elizabeth Fleming
Amy & Thomas Fleming
Anne & Henry Flint

*  Current Board Member

**  Former Board Member 

***  Former Board Chair 

†  Current Board Chair 



MANAGER’S CIRCLE (CONT.)

Lynette & Douglas Hague
Angela Haigler
Sharon Haile
Joseph & Kim Hains
David Hale
Kelly Hall
Victoria & Donald Hamel
Brandon Hamilton
Linda Hamrick
Douglas Hansen &  
 Cathy Hansen
Rose Hansen
Rita Harbury & Olin Harbury
Amy Hardin & Don Hardin
Sean Harmon
Jane Harper
Charles Harraghy &  
 Claire Harraghy
James Harrington &  
 Kathy Harrington
Pat Harrington
Nicole Harris
Bonnie Hart
Christi Hart & Patrick Hayden
Jane Hartsell &  
 Richard Hartsell
Vida Harvey
Ann Haskell
Cassie Hatch
Mary Hatton
Cammie Hauptfuhrer
Rhett Hayes
Walter Haynes
Cynthia Hayward
Jill Hendra
Briana Heniford
Avery Henline &  
 Mary Henline
Edward Hennessey
Robin Hennessy
Tsing Hua Her &  
 Pei Chun Chen

Christian Gibson
Dwight Gibson
Paul & Theresa Gibson
Richard & Sharon Gibson
Pete Gilbert
Connie Giordano
Julia & Lew Glenn
Debra & Kerry Glennon
Ann & Cary Gluf
Lisa & John Godfrey
Lauren Goggins &  
 Lauren Rhue
Kris Goldbach
David Goldfield
Brandon Goldner
Michael Goodwin
Charles Gordon
Bruce & Carol Gorrell
Usha & Narayan  
 Govindaswami
John Granzow
Robert & Gayenelle Gray
Catherine Gray
Barry & Karen Greenblatt
Pam Greene
Aldra Greene
Kathy & Scott Gregory
Bobbie Greiss
Junius Grimes
Tracy Grimm
Matthew Gromet &  
 Phyllis Schultz
Richard Gross
Jo Ann Groves
Marc Guerra
Brittany Guild
Nancy Gutierrez &  
 James Hathaway
Janet Haack
Fadi & Alice Habbal
Lisa & Ethan Hagen
Maureen & Daniel Haggstrom

Susan & Daniel Fogel
John Fortner
Elaine Fortowsky
Yvonne Foster
William & Michelle Fowler
Ed Fox
Mark & Cindy Fox
John & Donna Franko
Kevin & Patricia Frantz
Robert & Norinne Fraser
Flemming Frederiksen
Katherine Freeman
Francesca & Dan Fried
Jeffrey Friedman &  
 Ron Crider
Barb & Pat Frith
James Fulks
Shaun & Kelsey Fuller
Bill & Jenny Fuller
Peter & Phyllis Fulton
Elizabeth Funck
McKenzie Gaglianese
Paul Gagnier
Jim Gaiser
Arthur & Alice Gallagher
Sarah Galloway
Andrew Gamble
Ram Ganapathi
Nandini Gangopadhyay
William & Bethania Garcia
Michael & Barbara Gardner
Bettye Garmon
Pen Garrett
William & Fariba Gartland
Katie & Micah Gauntner
Alice & Tom Gavigan
Melonie Geddes
Steven & Margaret Genkins
Mary Ellen George &  
 Gaurav Gupte
Boyd George 
Justina Geter
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Robin Illing
Tania & Darryl Ince
Cindy & Pierce Irby
Sarah Israel
Fred & Janet Jackson
Lane Jacobs & Tamara Titus
Jill Jacobson &  
 Jennifer Jakubecy
Brian & Sarah Jenest
Kathleen Jerolimic
Donald & Sharon Jerrems
Wheeler & Lisa Jervis
Charles Johnson*
Dorothy Johnson
William Johnson
Edward Johnson
Wallace** & Sallie Johnson
Linda & Frank Johnson
Bethany Johnson
Dave & Peggy Johnson
Andy Johnson
Yolanda Johnson
Stephanie Johnson
Erik Johnson
Peter & Susan Johnston
Louisa & Rich Jones
Art & Magolen Jones
Robert & Gale Jones
Scarlett Jones & Hayes Pierce
Pat Jones
James & Barbara Jones
Jay Jones
Michelle & Jason Jones
Richard & Sandra Jordan
Dee & Ken Journigan
Brice Joyce
Colleen & Paul Juras
Ronald Kahn & Dalya Kutchei
William Kane &  
 Christine Hannon
David Kang
Jeff & Charlotte Kantus

Steven Herdegen
Roger Herlocker
Ligia Hernandez &  
 Michael Tidd
Mary Jean Herzog &  
 Hal Herzog
Bruce & Tracie Hickman
John & Diane Hillery
David & Lisa Hilse
Darrell Hinklin
Renee Hobart
Kay Hodges
Jeffrey & Ruth Hoffman
Alexander Hogan
Bob & Ina Holland
Bennett Hollenberg
Kristin Holler
Russell & Elaine Hollins
Evelyn & Rufus Honeycutt
Kimba Hood
 Robert Horner
Jennifer Horstmann
Jeffrey Horvath
Christy Horwitz
John & Suzanne Howard
Joanne & Cleve Howard
Judi & George Howe
Duane Howison
Ivan & Vianne Howitt
William & Amy Howland
Jay Hreiz & Mike Crisp
Guy Huggins
Roger & Linda Hull
Carol Hull
Joseph Hullender
Eileen Hume
Toni Hunter
Pamela Hutson & Eric Linne
Belinda & Stephen Hyde
Magreger & Frances Hyde
James Hynes
Marion & Chris Idol

Steve Karner
Enbridge Foundation
Karen Kasting
Eugene & Lynne Keener
William & Marion Keener
Susan Keever
Kirk Keever &  
 Mary Mandeville
Marguerite & Joe Keller
Angela Kelly
Marty & Marcie Kelso
John Kemper
Sarah Kennard
Joan & Keith Kennedy
Ray Kennedy
Richard & Norma Jean Kern
Betsy Kerr
Susan & Glenn Ketner
Kirsten & Milind Khire
Randall Kincaid
Cindy King
Kristin King
Lynn King
Naomi King
David & Nancy Kirlin
Mary & Bill Klenz
Kathryn Knauss
Asher Knight
Gary Knight &  
 Keith Biolek-Austin
Michael & Sharon Koch
Jean Kois
Dennis Kokenes
George & Cindy Koloski

*  Current Board Member

**  Former Board Member 

***  Former Board Chair 

†  Current Board Chair 



MANAGER’S CIRCLE (CONT.)

James McDermott
Rick McDermott &  
 Rob Willard
Terrence & Judy McDonald
Gary & Karen McDougal
Laura & Keith McGaha
James McGarvey & 
  Stephanie Graham
Jordan McGee
Richard McHenry
Mary McKay
William & Elizabeth McKee
Susan & Loy McKeithen
Sherri & Edward McKinney
Jim & Sandy McLain
James McLeod
Lesli McNamara
Mike McNamara
Pat McNellis
James Michael McRae &  
 Brenda McRae
Shawn McStravick
John McSweeney
Kris McVey
Peg & David Melchior
Kathryn Melton
Darlyne Menscer
Tom & Lynn Mentus
Owais Merchant
Andrew Messier
Patricia Metcalf
Harriet Metrosky
Martin Michael
Chester &  
 Maxine Middlesworth
Jonathan Middleton
Anthony Midkiff
Kevin Mikus & Sara Herron
Michael Miles
William Miles &  
 Mary Garlan Miles
Judy & Steve Milito

Barbee Livingston
Gretchen Locy
Agus & Emanuella Loekman
Mark & Brenda Lohsen
Hugh & Joyce Lovejoy
Fred Lowrance
Cherie & Mark Lowry
Laura Luckadoo
Deborah Lukan
Claire & Nick Lukens
Scott Lurie & Anne Essaye
Clarence & Kia Lyons
Robert & Mary Anne  
 MacCaughelty
Lauren & Matthew Macko
Roy & Marilyn Magers
Richard Maher
Angelina Maletto
Kathryn Maltarich
Erica & George Manousos
Cynthia Marcelais
Bill Marchant
Marileen Marcus
Lowell & Mary Ellen Markins
Marilyn Marks
Inga Marler & Lary Marler
Jeremy Martin &  
 Katherine Lentz-Martin
Rich & Amy Martin
Maryann Martinez
Joshua & Alison Mauldin
Elizabeth Maxwell
Alan Mayfield
Amorette Mayr
Robert McCall
Robert McCandlish
Chris McClanahan &  
 Molli Burris
Thomas McCormack
Marti McCracken &  
 Susan Turner
Gregory McCraw

Richard Koontz
John & Nancy Kopfle
Anand Kothari
Barbara Kovach
Cathy Kowalski
Monica & Barry Kramer
Jeannine Kring
Andrew & Sarah Kromer
Glen Kruse
Alexandria Kuplack
Tim & Meeghan Kuwada
Laura Lampley
Gayle & Thomas Larson
Celine Latulipe
Ed Lau & Patricia Richard
Priscilla Laula & Sandy Kohn
Michael & Penny Law
Christopher Lawing
Timothy Leaycraft &  
 Ruth Josephine Leaycraft
Barbara & David Lee
John Lee
Kelly & Matthew Leech
Mark*** & Lee Leggett
Jimmie Lenz
Lori Leroy
Monika Lesch
Terry & Harry D  
 Latourneau Jr
Tommi Levi & Sally Hawk
Avi Levine
Julie Levine
Pam & Gerald Levy
Candelaria Leyvas &  
 Pressly Beaver
James Liles
Kevin & Kathryn Lilly
Cheryl & Scott Lindblom
William Lindsey
John & Carla Linster
Shannon Little
Matt & Wesley Little
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Bao Nguyen
David Nielsen
Mollie & Tyler Niess
Marilyn Nolan
Tye Nordberg
Steve North
Tom & Kathleen O’Bannon
Debbie & Joseph O’Connor Jr.
Shannon O’Geen
Michael & Debbie O’Hara
Jeff & Lori O’Keefe
Erika Olson & Ziggy Stubelek
Luiza Onyango
John** & Neal Orgain
Marcia Osborn
Dawn Osborn
Barbara Osgood & Bruce Cox
Gerald & Susan Otteni
Clayton Owens &  
 Libby Edwards
Sherry Padgett
Carolynne Parchen-Keenan &  
 Kevin Keenan
The Pardue Family  
 Charitable Fund
Jane & Tom Park
Gary & Lesley Parker
Ronald & Becky Parker
Vernon & Bonnie Parrish
Roopen Patel
Emily Paterson
James & Callender Patterson
Jane & Stanley Patterson
Charity & Daniel Patterson
Robert & Cyndee Patterson
David & Karen Patton
Fern Paul-Aviles
Antonis & Maria Pavlopoulos
Jamie & Corey Peay
Todd Pelton
Rachel Permut
Cairene Perrin

David Millar
Erika Miller
Eugene & Lois Miller
Steve Miller
Monroe Miller
William & Elizabeth Mills
Subodh & Sunita Mishra
Mary-Lynn Mitchell
Desiree Mittman
Jeff Moen
Peter Molleur
Ann Moncrief
Barry & June Moore
Ryan & Kate Morris
Ferris Morrison &  
 Michael Pliaconis Jr.
Bill & Lynnette Morrissett
Judith Morrissette
Gretchen Mortimore-Thill &  
 Jean-Claude Thill
Fred & Kay Moss
James & Nancy Mullins
Kathleen & George Mundle
Geraldine Mungin
Duncan & Karen Murdock
Leslie Murphy
Patrick Mutongi
Micheline & Warren Myers
Graham & Nancy Nahouse
Christina Nail
Kathy Naish
Ron & Amy Nason
Angelia Natili
Christopher Nee
Ingrid Neeley
Elizabeth Neff
Jerry Nelson
Pamela & William Nemecek
Martin & Lynette Neubauer
Lee Newitt
Robert Newkirk III
Billy Nguyen & Sharon Rawls

Elizabeth Perry
Shequetta & Wesley Perry
James Peter Wagers Jr.
Sarah Peters
Margaret Petersen
Nancy Petrozelli
Jerry & Audrey Petty
Sonya Pfeiffer & David Rudolf
Kirsten & Mike Phalen
Leslie Phelps Perlik &  
 Paul Perlik
Thomas & Vivian Philson
Genevieve Piche
Lynn Poland
Linda Polk
Jane Pope
Thomas Pope
Nancy Popkin &  
 Mark Stanback
Leeann Pounds
John Powell
Glen Powell & Chad Barringer
Julia Powell
Vincent & Mary Pratt
Marla Pressley
Sara Pressly
Annie Prestwood
Russell Propst &  
 Deborra Wood
Lucy Quintilliano &  
 Leonard Fumi
Judy Raby
Rama Rachakonda
Kathryn Rand

*  Current Board Member

**  Former Board Member 

***  Former Board Chair 

†  Current Board Chair 



MANAGER’S CIRCLE (CONT.)

Anne Sheffield
Jane Shoemaker
Terry Shook
Emily & William Short
Paul Shrimplin
Martin Shumpert
Judy Shums
Paul & Nancy Sigmon
Kirsten Sikkelee &  
 Paul Walker
Jerry & Sandy Simon
Frayser Simpson
Whitney Simpson
Barbara Sims
Inderjeet & Babena Singh
Jeff & Michelle Sinn
Mona Sinno
Jill Sipe
Lydia & Chris Skardon
Laura & Tom Skinner
Adam Slater
Deb Slatkin
Jolyn & Jim Sloan
John Smail &  
 Christina Wright
Kati Small
Robert Smith &  
 Carlton Clayton
Philip Smith
Mary Smith
Margaret Smith &  
 Sandra Bishop
Rebecca Smith
Walter & Lisa Smith
Lynne & Neil Snider
Terence Snyder
Chris & Laurel Socha
Martha Sommer
Mary & Wayne Sotile
John & Carol Spain
Carol Spalding &  
 Francis Koster

Stanley & Louise Rose
Mara Rosenberg
Robert & Elizabeth Rostan
Timothy Roush &  
 Jennifer Kersten
Sue & Peter Roussopoulos
Cynthia Roy & Scott Heim
Anna & Mark Royal
Gary & Katie Rubin
Michael Ruhlen
Patti Russell
Vernon Russell
Pamela Ruzicka
James & Judith Ryder
Brent Safrit
Ann & Blaine Sanders
Michelle Sanders
Greg & Aida Saul
Tim & Lisa Saunders
Cynthia Sawyer
Terry & Marcia Scaia
Alexander Schenck
Thomas & Joyce Schiaffo
Linda Schilling
Kenneth &  
 Jean Anne Schmidt
Stan Schneider & Garry Justice
Joe & Susan Schold
Megan Scholz
Jane Schwab
Stephanie Schwartz
Barbara Scott
Kathleen Seibel
Robert Seiler
Ivan Scott Self
Bounsana Senekham &  
 Steve Setzer
David & Barbara Setzer
Walid Shaban
Kartik Shah
Peter Shaw
Marcie & Torrence Shealy

Srinivasan Ranganathan &  
 Poorani Vijayaragavan
Diana Range
Haywood & Sabine Rankin
Stephen & Melissa Ratliff
Rock & Jane Ratteree
Claire Rauscher &  
 David Marchyshyn
Eben & Leslie Rawls
Wednesday Reaves
Patricia & Thomas Redden
Jill Reger Zouzoulas
Fritz & Ann Rehkopf
Gwendolyn Reichbach &  
 Michael Fonzo
Elizabeth Reinhard
Brian & Emily Reinicker
Sally Reynolds
Marian Rhyne
Curt & Edith Richards
Mary Richards
Clay & Joani Richardson
Susan Ritter
Michelle & Jim Rivers
Margaret Rixham
Becky Rizzo
Emily Robbins
Richard & Julie Robbins
Earle Roberts
Bruce & Nancy Roberts
Jeanenne Robinson
Ervin & Martha Robinson
Sallie Robinson
Eva & Jim Robinson
Gerald & Susan Roche
Kay Roderick
Blair Roelke
Kathleen & Mathew Rogers
Elizabeth Rogerson
Michael Rohrer
Paul Romanelli &  
 Deborah Waldman
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 Jessica Flaxman
Margaret Swinston
Julie & Eric Szeker
Kathryn Tarleton
Anna & Jochen Tartak
Jeff Tarte
Austin Tate
Sabrina Tate
Jessica Tate &  
 Joanne Stratton Tate
Richard Tatlow
Kern & Wendy Taylor
Michelle Taylor
Martha Taylor
David & Harmony Taylor
Kirk Tesch
W R Thompson
Keith Thornley
Sarah Thurber & Jeff Fuller
Thomas Todd
John Kevin Toomb
Chandra Torrence
Steven & Camilla Tracy
Richard Travis
Claire Trexler
Dari Tritt
Joshua Trivett
Vincent & Suzanne Trollan
Eliza Tse
John Turnblom
Lise Turner
Thomas & Sarah Turner
John Turnipseed
Karen Tyler
Donald Tyson &  
 Katherine Sparrow
Daniel Uri & Iris Cheng
Vivekanand Vemunorri
Herb & Tess Verbesey
Chris Verburg
Michael & Patricia Wade
Fred Wagner

Angela Sparacino
Amy Sparks
Brent & Lisa Spear
Arthur & Kristin Spell
Stephen & Judy Spencer
James & Joyce Ann Spiceland
Lisa Springer & Udo Robitsch
Jobie Sprinkle
Sriharan Sriniwass &  
 Esther Carrasco
Wayne & Mary St. John
Janice Stafford
Janet Stahr
Leslie Stanfield
Tom & Kathryn Stanley
Greg Stanley
Philip & Lauren Stark
Steven & Stephanie Starr
Gregory Starrett &  
 Martha Catt
John & Eileen Stenerson
Melanie & Michael Stensrud
Darrel & Sharon Stephens
Lisa Stewart
John Stichnoth
Carla Stish
Colin Stockton
Lawanna Stoeckel
Mary Stokas
Jim & Phyllis Stokes
Tim & Mary Stokes
Caroline & Beau Stoneman
Ellen Stoune
Richard Stowe
Mary Stowell &  
 Tudor Moscalu
Roger Strand & Dianne Bryan
Thomas & Stephanie Stripe
Brenda Stubbs
Maureen Sullivan
Elizabeth & Randolph Sumner
Jacob Sussman &  

Wayne & Donna Walcott
Johnny & Rebekah Wales
Sandra Walker
Pamela Walker
Todd & Melissa Walker
Barbara Wallace
Julius Walthall & Nancy Teaff
Stephen** & Jennifer Ward
Thomas Warren
Sherry Watkins
Laura & Adam Watts
Catie Webb
Leslie Webster III
Margo & David Wehrung
Nancy Weibel
Carol Weida & Jim Mountjoy
Kathy & James Weidner
Aaron Weiner
Carol & Thomas Welch
Ward & Laura Wellman
Mary Wennen
Loretta & Richard Wertheimer
Steve & Pam West 
Joe & Susie Whaley
Humpy & Pat Wheeler
Leann Wheeler
David Whelpley
Betty White
Mary White
Kyle & Susan Whitler
Phillip Whitworth
Ronnie Wilkes
Eric Wilkins & Annie Bowles
Ray Wilks

*  Current Board Member

**  Former Board Member 

***  Former Board Chair 

†  Current Board Chair 



MANAGER’S CIRCLE (CONT.)

Katie Willett
Annemarie Williams
Suzanne & Wesley Williams
Laura & Joe Williams
Peggy Williamson
David & Sharon Williamson
Alan & Kim Wilson
Diana Wilson
Albert Winston
Colleen Wirth
Bettina Wirz
Philip Witmer & Wendy Deng
Ronald Wolfe
W. W. Womble
Irene Wong
Gene & Allison Wood
Bob & Mardee Woodward
Reida Woodward
Michael Worthington &  
 Susan Worthington
Lisa & Scott Yarbrough
Erin & Glenn Yates
Robert & Sarah Yavorski
Eldon & Sue Zacek
Andrew Zahora
Manuel & Karen Zapata
Marian Zeller
Brian & Jessika Zimmer
Martha Zimmerman
Sam & Emily Zimmern
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AIG
Ameriprise Financial
Aptaragroup
The Babcock & Wilcox Company
Bank of America
Charlotte Ballet
CNA
TE Connectivity Matching Gift Program
Corning Incorporated Foundation
Duke Energy
The Duke Endowment
GE Foundation
Handyman Charitable Fund  
IBM / Matching Grants Program
Independent Charities of America
J. J. Segal Foundation
Lenoir-Rhyne University
Liberty Mutual Insurance Company
Microsoft Corp Matching
Microsoft
Piedmont Natural Gas Company
The Prudential Foundation Matching
Regions Financial Corporation
Sherclar, Inc.
Spectra Energy Foundation
UBS Wealth Management USA
United Technologies
US Bank
Vanguard Charitable - The Renaissance
Vision Care Associates
Wooden Robot Brewery LLC

SPECIAL THANKS

*  Current Board Member

**  Former Board Member 

***  Former Board Chair 

†  Current Board Chair 



I AM A LIFE-LONG NPR LISTENER 
AND SUPPORTER. FOR ME TO  
UNDERWRITE ON WFAE MAKES 
SENSE IN EVERY WAY. OUR  
CLIENTS ARE EDUCATED,  
THINKING, REFLECTIVE PEOPLE  
WHO THINK OUTSIDE THE BOX.  
I THINK THAT DESCRIBES NPR  
LISTENERS. SO WFAE  
LISTENERS AND ATRIUM  
CLIENTELE ARE OUR PEOPLE!  
WHAT A GREAT MATCH!  
BEAUTIFUL! I WANT TO AND  
DO SUPPORT THAT!
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WFAE  
GOVERNANCE, 
ADVISORS & 
STAFF
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2016 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CHAIR
Jonathan Buchan
Essex Richards, P.A.

VICE CHAIR
Rosalyn Allison-Jacobs 
Organizational consultant

SECRETARY
Ed Williams 
Writer and editor

TREASURER 
Ronald W. Lamberth
Cherry, Bekaert, LLP

PRESIDENT
Joe O’Connor
WFAE (Ex officio)

Scott Anderson, Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, LLP
Mark Ethridge, writer and consultant
Linda Greenwell, Civic leader
Charles Johnson, Robinson, Bradshaw & Hinson, P.A.
Richard Lancaster, Carmel Country Club
Barbara Laughlin, Civic leader
Moira LoCascio, McLaughlin Young Group
Melissa McGuire, Sherpa
Martha Schweppe, The Schweppe Group of Wells Fargo Advisors
Carolyn Shaw, Kirk, Palmer & Thigpen, P.A.
Anasa Sinegal, Central Piedmont Community College
Bilal Soylu, Verian Technologies
Glenn Stewart, SunTrust Robinson Humphrey
Meg Whalen, University of North Carolina at Charlotte
Nick Wharton, Urban League of the Central Carolinas
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2017 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CHAIR
Ed Williams
Writer and editor

VICE CHAIR
Mark Ethridge
Writer & consultant

SECRETARY
Rosalyn Allison-Jacobs  
Organizational consultant

TREASURER 
Ronald W. Lamberth
Cherry, Bekaert, LLP

PRESIDENT
Joe O’Connor
WFAE  - (Ex officio)

Scott Anderson, Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, LLP
Walter Clark, former CEO of Air T
Dan Clodfelter, Parker Poe, former Charlotte mayor
Linda Greenwell, Civic leader
Charles Johnson, Robinson, Bradshaw & Hinson, P.A.
Richard Lancaster, Carmel Country Club
Moira LoCascio, McLaughlin Young Group
Angela Oliver, Bank of America
Carolyn Shaw, Kirk, Palmer & Thigpen, P.A.
Anasa Sinegal, Central Piedmont Community College
Bilal Soylu, Verian Technologies
Glenn Stewart, SunTrust Robinson Humphrey
Courtney Stribling, Kellogg Company
Meg Whalen, University of North Carolina at Charlotte
Nick Wharton, Urban League of the Central Carolinas



COMMUNITY COUNCIL (CURRENT TO 2017)
Moira LoCascio – Board of Directors representative,  
 McLaughlin Young Group
John Lincoln – Convener, Duke Energy
Imani Clenance, Carolina Panthers
Susan Gardner, UNC Charlotte
Judy Ghoneim, Civic leader
Dalya Kutchei, Seabridge Group LLC
Ralph Milligan, pastoral psychotherapist
Sri Nagarajan, AIG
Debbie Sherrie, TalentBridge HR Advisory
Tish Stoker Signet, depth psychotherapist
Eric Sipe, psychologist
Cricket Weston, Civic leader
Kelly Wyche, Duke Energy

STAFF
President/CEO – Joe O’Connor
Director of Station Relations – Meghann Batchelor

CONTENT STAFF
Chief Content Officer – Ju-Don Marshall
Announcer – Della Freedman
Web Producer – Jennifer Lang
Content Production Manager – Tena Simmons

NEWS STAFF
News Director – Greg Collard
Assistant News Director - Lisa Worf
Morning Edition Host – Marshall Terry
All Things Considered Host – Mark Rumsey
Newscaster – Nick de la Canal
David Boraks - Environmental
Tom Bullock - Political
Sarah Delia - Arts & General Assignment
Gwendolyn Glenn - Education
Alexandra Olgin - Healthcare
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CHARLOTTE TALKS WITH MIKE COLLINS STAFF
Host – Mike Collins
Executive Producer – Wendy Herkey
Producer – Erin Keever
Producer – Chris Miller
Production Assistant – Michael Bethea
 
ADVANCEMENT STAFF
Executive Director of Advancement – Jeff Bundy
Advancement Officer – Stephanie Boschee
Advancement Officer – Mona Lita Carr
Advancement Officer – Eliza Root
Advancement Systems Manager – Eric Calloway
Major Gifts Officer – Jorge Fernandez
Marketing Manager – Renee Rallos

CORPORATE DEVELOPMENT STAFF 
Corporate Development Manager – Lisa Gergely
Corporate Development Representatives: 
Jenifer Roser
Joel Sprouse
Jeanene Thompson
Don West

BUSINESS STAFF
Chief Financial Officer – Jean Zoutewelle
Director of Engineering/IT – Jobie Sprinkle
Receptionist/Advancement Associate – Tori Chester
Senior Accountant – Tanya DeGrace
Staff Accountant – Beth DeLawter
Traffic Manager – Brenda Grubb

WEEKEND HOSTS
Bob August
Chris Edwards
Jennifer Montague
Krissa Palmer
Michael Szymanski
Terry Wilson

*As of June 30, 2017
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WE AT WFAE MISS MARTHA DEEPLY –  
her incisive analysis of financial  
matters, her clear presentations of 
often complex issues, her personal 
warmth and optimism, and  
ESPECIALLY HER RADIANT SMILE  
THAT LIT UP ANY ROOM SHE ENTERED. 



IN MEMORY OF MARTHA SCHWEPPE  
BY JON BUCHAN,  
FORMER WFAE BOARD CHAIR

In May 2016, Martha Schweppe, one of 
WFAE’s most talented and devoted board 
members, died suddenly of a brain tumor. 
Martha served WFAE for several years 
in the critical role of Finance Committee 
Chair, overseeing the station’s financial 
matters and its investment strategy.  
Martha was a bright star in this  
community and was engaged in a broad 
range of civic activities. She formed the 
financial planning company The 
Schweppe Group of Wells Fargo Advisors 
– where she partnered with Bill, her  
husband and best friend since their Duke 
University undergraduate years. Martha 
was recognized in 2014 with Wells Fargo’s 
highest honor, the Spirit Award, for her 
outstanding lifetime achievements. 

Martha was an enthusiastic seeker of 
outdoor adventure – hiking in North 
Carolina, exploring on foot the backroads 
trails of the United States and Europe, 
trout fishing with Bill, and backpacking 
with her family in Yosemite National 
Park. We thank Bill and their children 
Sarah and Mac for sharing Martha with 
us. Martha, and her spirited commitment 
to public radio, will always be a part  
of WFAE.



704-549-9323 office 

704-547-8851  fax

WFA E .ORG

8801 J.M. KEYNES DRIVE
SUITE 91
CHARLOT TE, NC 28262 





CHARLOTTE 2015 MAYORAL ELECTION
In our series, The 15th Floor, WFAE’s Tom Bullock, Sarah Delia 
and Ben Bradford invited Charlotte’s eight mayoral candidates to 
one-on-one interviews to talk about their motivations in running 
for office and their goals, if elected. Then, before a Democratic  
runoff election, Charlotte Talks’ Mike Collins teamed up with  
The Charlotte Observer’s Mark Washburn to host a live debate  
between candidates Dan Clodfelter and Jennifer Roberts.

CHARLOTTE 2017 MAYORAL ELECTION
Just two years later, WFAE journalists covered the surprise upset 
of Mayor Jennifer Roberts in the Democratic primary and the 
landslide victory of Vi Lyles, Charlotte’s former mayor pro tem 
and the first African-American woman to serve as Charlotte’s 
mayor. WFAE’s David Boraks Tom Bullock, Sarah Delia and 
Gwendolyn Glenn tracked Lyles’ campaign promises to work  
for jobs, affordable housing, safe neighborhoods and economic  
development in the city’s underserved areas. Lyles’ victory was 
also accompanied by wins for several new and younger members  
of City Council, reflecting an emerging demographic in the city.
and history at Catawba College. They recapped the week’s  

POLITICS
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POLITICAL REPORTING COLLABORATION
WFAE’s Tom Bullock participated in a  
partnership between NPR and 17 other news  
stations to strengthen local and national political 
coverage and illuminate choices voters would 
make. Bullock focused on the so-called ground 
game, tracking financial contributions to  
candidates and outside groups. He looked at how 
the money was used to craft and send messages 
to get voters to the polls. His participation laid the 
groundwork for his Candidate ME podcast, which 
launched in 2017 and took voters behind the 
scenes with a hypothetical campaign to be  
Charlotte’s mayor.

Learn more about WFAE’s political  
coverage at wfae.org/politics.



2016 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
In presidential primary years, South Carolina becomes the center 
of the country’s attention because its “First in the South” primary 
almost always has selected the eventual nominee. In February 
2016, Charlotte Talks aired live from Winthrop University in Rock 
Hill, S.C., with a focus on Donald Trump’s emerging groundswell 
of support.

As the general election got underway, both Hillary Clinton and 
Trump campaigned again and again throughout North Carolina, 
a battleground state. WFAE produced more than 20 stories on 
the candidates’ visits with reporting by Tom Bullock, Nick de la 
Canal, David Boraks, Mark Rumsey and Marshall Terry.

To spotlight what really mattered to voters, WFAE’s Nick de la 
Canal met with citizens in all parts of Charlotte as part of our 
Politics in the Park series.  

To keep a finger on the pulse of the North Carolina electorate, 
WFAE Morning Edition host Marshall Terry checked in weekly 
with WFAE political analyst Dr. Michael Blitzer, provost and  
professor of politics and history at Catawba College. They  

POLITICS
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recapped the week’s political 
news, polling data and other 
research.

On Election Night 2016, as 
polls closed in North Carolina 
and across the country,  
more than 300 WFAE fans 
packed Free Range Brewing  
to listen to WFAE’s local  
and national coverage.

Learn more about WFAE’s 
political coverage at  
wfae.org/politics.

From top to bottom: 

WFAE Politics Reporter Tom Bullock.  

Photo credit: Jeff Cravotta

More than 300 WFAE listeners packed  

into Free Range Brewing to watch election  

results come in on November 8, 2016.

Photo credit: Jenifer Roser



NORTH CAROLINA REDISTRICTING
After the 2010 census, Republican lawmakers redrew  
North Carolina’s congressional districts. Civil rights advocates 
sued, claiming the new districts – particularly Durham’s 1st  
Congressional District and Charlotte’s 12th Congressional  
District – were illegally based on race. In May 2017, the U.S.  
Supreme Court agreed. WFAE’s Tom Bullock, Michael Tomsic 
and Mark Rumsey tracked the court challenges in multiple re-
ports and several Charlotte Talks episodes. 

NORTH CAROLINA VOTING LAWS
After four years of legal wrangling, the U.S. Supreme Court  
declined to hear an appeal to reinstate North Carolina voting 
laws. At issue was a controversial overhaul, which included 
requiring a photo ID, eliminating out-of-precinct voting and 
reducing the number of days for early voting. The U.S. Justice 
Department and several other groups sued, asserting the law 
targeted African-Americans. Lawmakers countered that it  
would cut costs and prevent voter fraud. WFAE’s Nick de la  
Canal and Michael Tomsic reported multiple stories and  
WFAE twice sent reporters to Winston-Salem for court  
hearings. We also aired several Charlotte Talks shows that  
addressed voting laws.

Learn more at wfae.org/voting.

VOTING ISSUES



AFTER FOUR YEARS OF LEGAL  
WRANGLING, THE U.S. SUPREME 
COURT DECLINED TO HEAR AN APPEAL 
TO REINSTATE NORTH CAROLINA  
VOTING LAWS. NICK DE LA CANAL  
AND MICHAEL TOMSIC  
REPORTED MULTIPLE STORIES.  
WFAE ALSO AIRED SEVERAL  
CHARLOTTE TALKS SHOWS THAT  
ADDRESSED VOTING LAWS.
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Photo courtesy of I-77 Mobility Partners

COAL ASH
Cleanup and legal proceedings continue for Duke Energy after  
a 2014 coal ash spill in the Dan River near the North Carolina 
and Virginia border. The spill prompted new rules for coal ash  
cleanup and storage. Other cleanup projects are happening at 
retired plants in North and South Carolina. 

In 2016, Duke Energy agreed to pay North Carolina $6 million  
for violating the federal Clean Water Act for the Dan River spill. 
The utility company has spent about $770 million on coal ash 
cleanups in the Carolinas. WFAE’s David Boraks has closely 
monitored disputes over cleanups and costs, which could reach 
$5 billion. Duke Energy has asked North Carolina regulators  
for rate increases starting in 2018 to help pay for cleanup costs. 
Duke is also suing almost 30 insurance companies to force them 
to cover part of the costs. 

I-77 TOLL CONTROVERSY 
In late 2015, construction began to widen a 26-mile section of 
I-77 with toll lanes from north of Charlotte to Mooresville. I-77 
Mobility Partners, a subsidiary of a company called Cintra, is 
paying for most of the construction costs. In return, it will have 
the right to operate the toll roads for 50 years

ENVIRONMENT



WFAE’s David Boraks has covered plans for 
the toll roads and the ensuing controversy. 
State officials said this public-private  
partnership was the best way to ease 
congestion from Lake Norman to Charlotte. 
Opponents sued to halt the project. In  
Huntersville, the anti-toll sentiment  
helped unseat the mayor and two town  
board members.

Learn more at wfae.org/environment.

09

W
FA

E 
 |

  
PR

O
G

R
ES

S 
R

EP
O

R
T 

 |
  

20
16

 -
 2

01
8 

|

WFAE’s David Boraks 
has closely followed  
the controversy around 
toll roads.
Photo courtesy of I-77 
Mobility Partners



STUDENT ASSIGNMENT
In 2015, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools (CMS) embarked on a 
two-year process to create a student assignment plan drawing 
new attendance zones for the schools. Two major goals involved 
continuing guaranteed access to “home schools” and reducing  
concentrations of poverty in schools. WFAE’s Gwendolyn Glenn 
and Lisa Worf covered key moments in the passage of the plan as 
well as examined how the district’s history around desegregation 
shaped some of these conversations. 

A year into the CMS planning, Charlotte Talks hosted a Public 
Conversation inviting school board representatives, parents and 
audience members to talk about the questions, concerns and 
emotions surrounding student assignment. 

The new plan was announced in April 2017. It impacted almost 
half of the district’s schools. Key changes involved pairing three 
sets of elementary schools to break up high concentrations of 
poverty at one school; turning three K-8 schools back into  
elementary schools; and establishing partial magnet programs  

EDUCATION



WFAE Assistant News  
Director Lisa Worf
Photo credit: Jeff Cravotta
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at neighborhood schools. After weeks of public 
input, the school board approved the plan. 
Worf and Glenn did a special report examining 
these changes through the eyes of parents at 
two of the elementary schools.

Learn more at wfae.org/education



CHARLOTTE SCHOOL OF LAW 
At the end of 2016, the American Bar Association placed the 
for-profit Charlotte School of Law on probation for admitting 
students who were incapable of completing the program or  
passing the bar exam. The U.S. Department of Education in 
2017 also barred the school from receiving federal loan money 
because of the school’s lack of compliance. Without federal 
loans, enrollment dwindled to 220 students as many withdrew 
or transferred. As early as 2013, WFAE journalists produced 
reports foreseeing some of these problems. Lisa Worf led critical 
coverage that exposed the issues. Stories included recordings  
that revealed how school administrators paid students not  
to take the bar to boost passage rates for the school. WFAE  
also tracked the impact of the school’s problems on former  
and current students. After a rocky final semester, 110 students 
graduated in May 2017. In August 2017, the school announced it 
was closing.

Learn more at wfae.org/education.

EDUCATION



WFAE Reporter Gwendolyn Glenn.
Photo credit: Jeff Cravotta
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A YEAR INTO THE CMS PLANNING, 
CHARLOTTE TALKS HOSTED A PUBLIC  
CONVERSATION INVITING SCHOOL 
BOARD REPRESENTATIVES, PARENTS 
AND AUDIENCE MEMBERS TO TALK 
ABOUT THE QUESTIONS, CONCERNS 
AND EMOTIONS SURROUNDING  
STUDENT ASSIGNMENT. 



Photo credit: Jenifer Roser



CARDINAL INNOVATIONS HEALTHCARE
WFAE’s Alex Olgin and Tom Bullock took a lead role in  
reporting on excessive compensation at Cardinal Innovations 
Healthcare, which coordinates mental health, substance abuse  
and developmental disability services for people in Charlotte  
and 19 counties in the state. WFAE’s journalism led to a state 
takeover of the organization until control returned to a new 
board of directors in early 2018.

MECKLENBURG HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
The county health department was rocked by two disclosures  
in 2017 that affected public health and prompted changes in  
the agency’s leadership. In the first instance, the department 
failed to notify 185 low-income women about their abnormal  
Pap smear results for eight months. Then, it was revealed that 
nearly 350 public swimming pools had not been inspected before 
opening for the summer. In June 2017, the department’s director 
resigned. WFAE’s Alex Olgin, Nick de la Canal, Marshall Terry 
and David Boraks kept the department’s issues in the public eye. 

HEALTHCARE
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NORTH CAROLINA AND THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 
When enrollment for the Affordable Care Act opened in 
2013, North and South Carolina residents used the federal 
marketplace to enroll because both states opted out of 
offering a state marketplace. WFAE’s Michael Tomsic  
also reported on the aftermath of both states declining to 
expand their Medicaid and Medicare  programs. As the 
2017 enrollment deadline loomed, WFAE covered how 
federal funding cuts could hurt signups in rural areas and 
how the state took on a bigger advertising role during 
open enrollment.

Learn more at wfae.org/healthcare.



NORTH CAROLINA MEDICAID PROGRAM
After years of legislative squabbling over Medicaid cost 
overruns, the North Carolina legislature in 2015 settled 
on an overhaul. The new program delegated to hospital 
systems and insurance companies responsibility for 
managing care and for keeping costs within budget. 
After months of public hearings, a final plan was sub-
mitted to the federal government in June 2016. Review 
of the new plan was projected to take up to a year and 
a half. WFAE’s Alex Olgin and Nick de la Canal tracked 
how Medicaid changes would affect opioid addiction, 
hepatitis C treatment and the health of rural residents, 
among other stories.

VETERANS AFFAIRS
After the extreme wait-time scandal at the Veterans 
Health Administration, the VA offered private-care 
alternatives to veterans in North Carolina. However, 
that solution wasn’t working. The Charlotte area is one 
of the fastest-growing parts of the country for veterans. 
That surge in demand led to the opening of a six-story 

HEALTHCARE
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outpatient facility to offer primary care,  
mental health, pharmacy and some specialty 
care. WFAE journalist Michael Tomsic  
followed the VA’s efforts to modernize its  
services and reduce wait times.

Learn more at wfae.org/healthcare.

WFAE Healthcare  
Reporter Alex Olgin.
Photo credit: Jeff Cravotta



SERVING CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 
Plays can be tough for any child. Theaters are dark and 
you’re supposed to sit still and be quiet. For children 
on the autism spectrum, the dark lighting and loud 
noises can make it especially hard to have a positive 
theater-going experience. WFAE’s Sarah Delia and 
Michael Tomsic covered how Children’s Theatre  
of Charlotte is trying to change that by offering  
sensory-friendly performances.

ART FOR INMATES
Six times a year, the Bechtler Museum of Modern Art 
offers a week-long art class to male teenagers at the 
Mecklenburg County Jail. Sarah Delia spent a day  
in a class to report on how the museum teaches  
these young men accountability and gives them a  
therapeutic outlet. 

THE ARTS



21

W
FA

E 
 |

  
PR

O
G

R
ES

S 
R

EP
O

R
T 

 |
  

20
16

 -
 2

01
8 

|

INSIGHTS FROM GRAMMY-WINNING SINGER ANTHONY HAMILTON
Charlotte native and R&B singer Anthony Hamilton has  
opened for Prince and made a guest appearance on the hit 
show Empire. In 2009, he won a Grammy for Best Traditional  
R&B Vocal Performance alongside Al Green for the song 
“You’ve Got The Love I Need”. Sarah Delia invited him to  
talk about his latest album, “What I’m Feelin”.

CHARLOTTE HEIST TURNED COMEDY
The 2016 movie comedy Masterminds is based on one of the 
biggest heists in America’s history. It happened in Charlotte. In 
1997, David Ghantt, a Loomis Fargo employee, stole $17 million 
from the armored car company. Sarah Delia spoke with Ghantt 
to hear what life is like almost 20 years later.

Learn more at wfae.org/arts.
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SARAH DELIA REPORTED ON  
HOW PLYWOOD-COVERED BROKEN 
WINDOWS BECAME THE CANVASSES 
FOR LOCAL ARTISTS WHO PAINTED 
THE OUTLINES OF CHARLOTTE’S SKY-
LINE, PEACE SIGNS AND MESSAGES 
SUCH AS “NO JUSTICE, NO PEACE” 
AND “WE SEE YOU.”



ART AS SOCIAL HEALING
Days after the Keith Lamont Scott shooting, artists tried to  
help salve raw emotions through their work. Sarah Delia  
reported on how plywood-covered broken windows became  
the canvasses for local artists who painted the outlines of  
Charlotte’s skyline, peace signs and messages such as “no  
justice, no peace” and “we see you.” One work, a column in 
Knight Theater, depicted a colorful Queen Charlotte bedecked  
in such symbols as the LGBT flag, the American flag and a  
section labeled Black Lives Matter, reflecting the social issues  
that have consumed Charlotte.

Learn more at wfae.org/arts.

WFAE Arts Reporter 
Sarah Delia.
Photo credit: Jeff Cravotta



‘SULLY’ AND THE TRUE STORY BEHIND THE  
‘MIRACLE ON THE HUDSON’ 
Broadcast live from the Carolinas Aviation Museum. 
With the aircraft as the backdrop, local passengers who were 
aboard US Airways Flight 1549 spoke about the plane’s 2009 
emergency landing on the Hudson River.

AUTHOR SARAH VOWELL 
Recorded at Lenoir-Rhyne University in Hickory, N.C. 
Sarah Vowell is a New York Times best-selling author  
of six books on American history and culture. She was a  
contributing editor for the public radio show This American  
Life from 1996 to 2008. 

NPR’S SUSAN STAMBERG
Recorded at the Foundation For The Carolinas.  
NPR Founding Mother Susan Stamberg helped to celebrate 
WFAE’s 35th anniversary as a special guest for Charlotte Talks. 
She shared memories about the early years in public radio and 
her thoughts about navigating digital and social media as a  
radio host.

CHARLOTTE TALKS HIGHLIGHTS



NPR “founding mother” Susan Stamberg was the guest  
of honor as WFAE celebrated its 35th anniversary at the  
Foundation for the Carolinas on June 29, 2017. 
Photo credit: Jeff Cravotta 
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A full archive of Charlotte Talks  
programming can be found at 
wfae.org/charlottetalks.



NASCAR CHAMPION JEFF GORDON 
Recorded at the NASCAR Hall of Fame. 
Racing since he was 5 years old, Jeff Gordon’s professional  
career has been full of wins, championships and sponsorship 
deals. Off the racetrack, his work with the Jeff Gordon Children’s 
Foundation has raised public awareness around the world for 
pediatric cancer and raised millions of dollars for research.

ON BEING’S KRISTA TIPPETT ON CIVILITY AND
BETTER CONVERSATIONS
Broadcast live in the Duke Energy Theater at Spirit Square.  
Recognizing that America can feel like a divided nation, On  
Being has launched the Civil Conversations Project to help  
people have better conversations and talk across their differences. 
On Being’s Krista Tippett spoke about civility in public life as well 
as the role of religion and faith in our increasingly secular society.

COKIE ROBERTS 
Recorded at the Wells Fargo Auditorium.  
An audience watched Cokie Roberts and WFAE’s Mike Collins 
talk about the political climate in a presidential election year. 

CHARLOTTE TALKS HIGHLIGHTS



WFAE’s Mike Collins interviews renowned NPR  
commentator Cokie Roberts on May 4, 2016. 
Photo credit: Stephanie Prather
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A full archive of Charlotte Talks  
programming can be found at 
wfae.org/charlottetalks.



DIANE REHM
WFAE welcomed Diane Rehm to a sold-out audience at Spirit 
Square’s McGlohon Theater. At the event, which was held prior 
to her retirement, Rehm spoke with WFAE’s Tom Bullock about  
her career, plans for retirement, her books and her belief in the 
right to die. 

CHOCOLATE TASTING EVENT
WFAE celebrated the season of love with our inaugural  
CHOCOLATE Tasting event in 2017. More than 250 guests  
enjoyed handcrafted chocolates, chocolate desserts and other 
chocolate-inspired items from 16 vendors. 

PUBLIC RADIO NERD QUIZ NIGHT
At WFAE Public Radio Nerd Quiz Night, 22 teams compete for 
prizes and bragging rights. Charlotte Talks producer Chris Miller 
hosts three rounds of questions that focus on news and current 
events. Listening to WFAE gave participants a competitive edge.

IN THE COMMUNITY



WFAE’s Tom Bullock (far right) welcomes  
Diane Rehm to the stage of the McGlohon  
Theater on May 26, 2016.
Photo credit: Jeff Cravotta
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Named in honor of Roger Sarow, President and General 
Manager of WFAE for 27 years, and his wife Marilyn, 
the Roger and Marilyn Sarow Fellowship offers a  
10-week fellowship to a college student or recent  
college graduate who wants to explore a career in  
public media journalism. 

In 2016, WFAE welcomed Ana Lucia Murillo and  
Wanjiku Theuri as the first class of fellows. Murillo 
worked as a WFAE reporter and Theuri worked with 
the producers of Charlotte Talks. The fellowship fund 
was established to encourage aspiring journalists to be 
involved in public media as they begin their careers.

ROGER & MARILYN  



Roger & Marilyn Sarow Fellow Ana Lucia Murillo
Photo credit: Ana Lucia Murillo
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