
Dear Andy Biggs, 

We, the undersigned physicians and healthcare professionals, write to oppose your plan 
to eliminate Medicaid and to warn Arizonans what your dangerous healthcare agenda 
would mean for patients and hospitals across our state. 

In 2011, you sponsored SB1519 to terminate the Arizona Health Care Cost 
Containment System (AHCCCS), and you compared the cost of coverage to 
“enslavement” and “bondage.” Your own Republican colleagues described the proposal 
as a bill to “abolish Medicaid.” 

Healthcare leaders warned the consequences would be devastating. Then-AHCCCS 
Director Tom Betlach argued the plan would cripple Arizona’s healthcare system, while 
Republican State Senator Rich Crandall warned “there would not be a rural hospital 
open in the state of Arizona” by Christmas. You acknowledged hospitals would suffer 
but dismissed the consequences as “a bitter pill to swallow.” 
 
And this was not an isolated position. You later fought Republican Governor Jan 
Brewer’s bipartisan Medicaid expansion, blocked the restoration of KidsCare coverage 
for children, and repeatedly sought to repeal the Affordable Care Act. More recently, you 
pushed for even deeper cuts as Congress debated the largest Medicaid cut in American 
history, saying, “I agree with the more cut approach.” 
 
For us, these are not just votes on a page. We see the consequences in our hospitals, 
clinics, and exam rooms. A hospital in Tucson and eight local health clinics have closed, 
while eight rural hospitals risk permanent closure.  
 
That is why we are sounding the alarm. As medical professionals, we believe your effort 
to eliminate Medicaid — threatening healthcare for nearly 1.8 million Arizonans — is 
disqualifying for someone seeking to be governor of Arizona. If you become governor, 
you would have enormous power over the very Medicaid program you once tried to 
eliminate. Your agenda would put patients, hospitals, and the health of every Arizonan 
at risk. 
 
Sincerely, 
Physicians and Medical Professionals of Arizona 
 
Signed by: 

 

https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/50leg/1r/bills/sb1519p.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/u/1/d/1670hijsA8D3yg3WoFEmHD_GuWIDA_bmp/view?usp=sharing
https://www.azsenaterepublicans.gov/press-releases/sen-andy-biggs-on-ch-12-sunday-square-off
https://www.knau.org/state-capitol-news/2011-02-24/legislative-panel-took-first-step-to-abolish-state-health-care-program-for-the-poor?_amp=true
https://www.phoenixnewtimes.com/news/clash-of-titans-andy-biggs-and-don-stapley-face-off-in-cd5-with-christine-jones-offering-a-wild-card-alternative-8449981/
https://www.phoenixnewtimes.com/news/clash-of-titans-andy-biggs-and-don-stapley-face-off-in-cd5-with-christine-jones-offering-a-wild-card-alternative-8449981/
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/51leg/1s/bills/hb2010p.htm
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/politics/legislature/2016/03/10/senate-president-holds-bill-to-restore-kidscare-health-insurance-program/81535212/?gnt-cfr=1&gca-cat=p&gca-uir=true&gca-epti=z115046e1162xxv115046d--55--b--55--&gca-ft=209&gca-ds=sophi
https://ktar.com/arizona-news/arizona-congressman-introduces-act-repeal-obamacare
https://x.com/RepAndyBiggsAZ/status/1975617602182652065?s=20
https://rumble.com/v6tym2d-real-america-dan-ball-w-rep.-andy-biggs-pres.-trump-warns-putin-after-ukrai.html?start=240
https://www.tucsonsentinel.com/local/report/071726_select_hospital_closure/small-tucson-hospital-announces-closure-layoff-99-staff/
https://www.protectourcare.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Report_Hospital-Crisis-1000.pdf
https://www.kjzz.org/politics/2026-04-21/8-arizona-hospitals-are-at-risk-of-closure-or-reduced-services-due-to-medicaid-cuts-report-says
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