                                          
                                  WVIA CAB Minutes    January 22, 2025

The Community Advisory Board met at noon on January 22, 2025 at WVIA’s temporary offices at Benco Dental, 295 Centerpoint Boulevard, Jenkins Township, PA.   Attending were Tony Brooks, (chair), Nell Donnelly-O’Boyle,  Michele Kushmeder,   Jenny Gonzalez Monge,  Maureen McGuigan, Ursula and Doug Myers, Erica Rogler and Tonyehn Verkitus.                Absent: William Hudon, Della Hutchison Linda Keene,  Stephen Lindenmuth,  Ron Mackley,, Omar Camacho, Bob Savakinus, Jeanie Sluck, Francisco Torres-Aranda.                                Carla McCabe, Ben Payavis, Kate Sickora, Julie Sidoni, Faith Golay, Alecia Panuski, Alissa Swarts, and Chris Norton represented WVIA.
Chairman Tony Brooks called the meeting to order, and the CAB reviewed and approved the minutes of September 2024.  WVIA Director of Education Alissa Swarts showed a clip from the PBS Kids show Carl the Collector, explained guidelines for talking about children with autism spectrum disorders, and outlined WVIA’s  outreach efforts with screenings, teacher webinars, and other events promoting inclusivity and self-awareness.  Ben Payavis reviewed many content highlights, including a Keystone Edition schedule in the packet.  WVIA’s Aging Together in PA  project includes short documentaries on topics of importance to older citizens along with two longer discussion programs.  NEPA@Work  features regional manufacturers in short documentaries aggregated into half-hour programs.  Careers That Work emphasizes “hot” job fields of the future in short features digitally distributed, intended for middle/high school age students.  The Secrets Beneath Hazleton  is a short doc about coal mining shafts under that city.  It will be screened Jan. 25 at Eckley Miners Village and we’ll launch a fundraising campaign to fund expansion to a full documentary. Making NEPA Home is a documentary in production, introducing viewers to several new neighbors in our region, refugee and immigrant families.
News Editor Faith Golay described highlights of our news team, including live coverage with 6 reporters from the Pennsylvania Farm Show, bilingual reporter Robert Collado based in Hazleton reporting on reactions to immigrant deportations, and other efforts.  Director of Journalism Julie Sidoni spoke of her focus on fundraising to support the news service and of Lisa Mazzarella’s new feature Community Connections with underpublicized non-profit organizations of the area. CAB members shared many suggestions in an abbreviated discussion based on many News Listening Tour visits to various communities. With April as National Government Month, Maureen McGuigan suggested civics ‘explainer’ reports on local taxes, prisons, human services, variations among counties.  Tonyehn Verkitus felt many residents are confused about “who does what” in local government. Tony Brooks said we need to educate the public about how to make progress happen, and he suggested looking at barbershops and salons at community gathering and discussion spots.  



Maureen McGuigan pointed to an epidemic of loneliness and Nell Donnelly O’Boyle decried how rumor and misinformation spread online.  Faith Golay indicated an interest in stories digging into the environmental impacts of businesses and the reactions of nearby residents.  Tonyehn Verkitus applauded the role of local news as community watchdog, and her own organization helps with this function.  Erica Rogler mentioned the Wyoming County Community Awareness Group and Jenny Gonzalez Monge works on Know Your Rights events and information.  Nell Donnelly O’Boyle urged homemakers to be more responsible with energy-saving appliances, which seems too political to some.   

Chris Norton reminded the CAB that 5 members’ terms expire after May.  All are eligible for re-election, and he will be contacting them to see if they are interested in continuing.  In addition three seats are available for new members.   Suggestions should be forwarded to Chris by May for election at the May 22 meeting.  Chairman Tony Brooks adjourned the meeting, and members were invited to an optional tour of the building remodel project.  Next meeting:  May 22, 2025  at Benco.
 

