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Date: October 7, 2025
Location: Zeiders America Dream Theater – Virginia Beach
Meeting Type: Open to the Public – Local Matters News Forum
Attendance: Attendance was not formally recorded; however, more than half of the CAB members were in attendance and 40 other audience members.
Call to Order and Welcome
The October meeting of the WHRO Community Advisory Board was held as an open community event: Local Matters: A WHRO News Forum. The event began at 6:00 p.m., with the lobby opening at 5:30 p.m. for attendees to check in, enjoy refreshments, and engage with WHRO News staff members.
Maurice Jones, WHRO’s Vice President of News, served as moderator and welcomed guests, providing an overview of WHRO’s mission to deliver trusted local journalism and create meaningful dialogue between reporters and the community.
Program Overview
The panel, Local Matters: A WHRO News Forum, featured three members of the WHRO News team:
· Denise Watson, Editor
· Katherine Hafner, Climate and Environment Reporter
· Steve Walsh, Military and Veterans Reporter
Panelists discussed the process of how WHRO News stories are developed — from the first community tip to the final published piece. They also highlighted WHRO’s editorial standards, fact-checking process, and the station’s commitment to public accountability and community trust.
The conversation emphasized the critical role of local journalism in ensuring civic engagement, transparency, and informed citizenship.
Audience Q&A
The audience Q&A began at 6:45 p.m. and included thoughtful questions from community members about local reporting challenges, newsroom resources, and opportunities for the public to share news tips. CAB members also contributed questions that had been pre-seeded to ensure a broad discussion of newsroom practices and regional coverage priorities.
Community Engagement and Networking
Following the Q&A, attendees were invited to mingle with reporters, WHRO staff, and fellow community members until approximately 7:30pmp.m. The networking session provided a valuable opportunity for CAB members to connect with the public, share WHRO’s mission, and gather feedback about the topics that matter most to the community.
The event was recorded by WHRO’s production team for later broadcast and digital distribution to expand community access and engagement beyond those who attended in person.
Adjournment
The forum concluded at approximately 7:30 p.m.
Watch the Event
This evening program, Local Matters, can be streamed through the free WHRO+ streaming app. 

