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I ctter from the Chairperson & CEO 2

Dear Friend,
At WSKG, we believe in the importance of a strong community.

We celebrate our shared history and culture through original

programming and thoughtful reporting. And we honor our diversity with

local programs designed to showcase the intellect and talent that makes
this region so unique.

WSKG isn'’t just located in your community, we are a part of it. As
your source for Public Radio and TV, we share your interests,
your hopes, and your concerns.

We believe that important work happens at WSKG
because of you. We value open-mindedness, creativity,
integrity, courage, transparency, accountability, and

responsiveness. WSKG is defined by these values that
reflect the community in which we live.

In this Local Content and Services Report, we acknowledge the
successes of community projects from the last year and we look
forward to engaging with you even more in the years to come.

With gratitude,

[

Dr. Charles Walcott Greg Catlin
Board Chairperson President & CEO
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About 4

Our Mission

Guided by your aspirations, WSKG serves to inspire with the
highest quality educational programming, explore the arts, culture
and heritage of the region and beyond, engage in thoughtful
consideration of news and issues of importance, and entertain
with the very best in multimedia programming.

We strive to serve our community with quality reporting and
programming through radio, television, and online.

WSKG is operated by WSKG Public Telecommunications
Council, a private non-profit corporation chartered by the
Board of Regents of the State University of New York in
association with the New York State Department of Education,
and provides a public educational telecommunications service
under the governance of a Board of Trustees which is selected
from the communities served by the Station.

WSKG covers 21 counties in New York and Pennsylvania and is
located at 601 Gates Road, Suite 4, Vestal, NY 13850.
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Expressions

WSKG’s popular Expressions series continued its partnership with the
local organization Classical Pianists of the Future with two new programs
this year. Ithaca’s Alexei Aceto showed talent well beyond his 17 years
and delighted our live studio audience with his performance. Expressions
also celebrated the holiday season with a special Holiday Harmonies
program featuring some of the area’s best jazz musicians.

Brew Beats
WSKG'’s newest local production. Funded in part through a grant
provided by the New York State Council on the Arts, Brew Beats
combines music and beer in an eclectic half-hour program. In
its first season, Brew Beats featured the beautiful Butternuts
Brewery near Cooperstown and Black Bear Winery in
Chenango Bridge. Musical performers included budding
country star Kolby Oakley and acoustic maestros
Driftwood.

Let’s Polka!
WSKG'’s locally produced Let’s Polka! continues to entertain into
its seventh season. Hosted by Binghamton polka legend Bill Flynn,
this season’s highlights included our first ever holiday polka shows
featuring John Stevens’ Doubleshot. Other performers included the
wildly talented Alex Meixner and Special Delivery. WSKG also
continues the Polka Club, which includes nearly fifty members who
are taking advantage of the many polka perks the club has to offer.
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Uniquely New York

During the past year, WSKG continued to highlight the important role local individuals and
communities played in shaping New York’s, and the nation’s, rich history through our
Uniquely New York video series. The series highlights many of the museums, parks, and
other destinations along New York’s Path Through History located within our viewing

area.

The second season of Uniquely New York finished production last summer and
explored the stories behind 40 of the region’s most fascinating historical
figures. This included the incredible journey of mountain man and explorer
Jedediah Strong Smith from Bainbridge and the harrowing rescue of

Owego native Corporal Margaret Hastings from the jungles of Papua

New Guinea during World War II. Season two was made possible

by the New York State Council on the Arts with the support of

Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York State Legislature.

Season three of the series finished production this past winter

and examined the historic foundations of 40 towns, villages, and

cities across Upstate New York. This included the picturesque Finger
Lake communities of Ithaca and Seneca Falls, the scenic Catskill
communities of Roxbury and Delhi, and many others in-between, each
community with their own unique stories and history. Funding for season
three was provided by a grant from Empire State Development.

There are now over 150 Uniquely New York video segments airing on WSKG TV

and available for viewing online on WSKG.org and YouTube. Each season also has
educational components available for use by classroom teachers on PBS Learning
Media.

"['elevision
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2016 Elections

WSKG and WSQX Radio broadcast hundreds of hours of pre-election coverage

from NPR, PBS, and the BBC. We began with live reports on the presidential

primaries, then gavel to gavel coverage of the major party conventions, the
presidential debates, and election night reporting.

In addition, WSKG collaborated with the League of Women Voters
and C-SPAN in a national broadcast of a candidates’ debate in
New York’s 22nd Congressional District. The program, which
aired on both radio and television, took questions from a
studio audience and social media.

WSKG also aired numerous debates and forums for
other congressional races in New York and Pennsylvania,
as well as programs featuring candidates in state and
local contests.

In 2017, WSKGnews.org transitioned into a full service site,
providing news from NPR, PBS, BBC, as well as WSKG and
our regional news partners. WSKG also hosts the WSKGvotes.org
website, allowing visitors to track local contest results on primary and
general election nights.

2017 ANNUAL REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY



9 VSRS edia staton

New Programs

Listeners hear more news programs, especially on WSQX. Besides outstanding
shows like Morning Edition, On Point, Fresh Air, and All Things Considered; our
afternoon programs now include PRI’s The World, The Takeaway, and
the BBC Newshour.

Several local music productions were added to the WSKG Radio line-up.

Saturday evenings now focus on folk music, anchored with two
hours of Free Range Folk. Host Crystal Sarakas spotlights the
work of folk musicians who perform in our region.

Saturday afternoons feature Play It Again, Sam hosted by
WSKG’s Sam Goodyear. Sam’s musical selections appeal

to a broader classical audience and to his own good tastes.
The Program will continue until December when the New York
Metropolitan Opera returns to WSKG.

Classical music programming on WSKG has a renewed focus on local
artists; featuring rebroadcasts of television’s Expressions as well as
performances from Ithaca College, the Tri-Cities Opera, and the Honest
Brook Music Festival.

Radio
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Community Radio in the Catskills

For seven years, WIOX has maintained 85 volunteer programming members
who provide listener-generated content that is reflective, responsive, and
supportive of our Catskill communities. Eleven new programs were
introduced this past year, including live/local talk shows, as well as musical
exposes, hosted by experts, fans, students, and young transplants to the

Catskills from Brooklyn!

2016-2017 also featured a series of on-air public service
initiatives: The 2016 Voter Awareness Campaign, a celebration of
fly fishing in the Catskills, and support for the local food pantry
with WIOX as a food collection location in partnership with
WIOX underwriters FreshTown Marketplace and Catskill

Dream Team Realty.

On November 5%, 2016 WIOX produced the first WSKG multi-
station live radio simulcast, hosted by Sonny Ochs. The 2016
Election Edition of Phil Ochs Song Night featured music with a social
conscience live from the Catskill Mountain Foundation Doctorow
Center for the Performing Arts. The concert underscored the budding
partnership between the foundation and the station.

From the Forest, the brainchild of Jim Waters, then executive director of The
Catskill Forest Association, and Ryan Trapani, Education Forester, was honored
this year with the Forestry-Environmental Education Award by the New York

Chapter of the Society of American Foresters.
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0dd Squad
WSKG received a PBS KIDS outreach grant to host summer programming
around the popular PBS KIDS show Odd Squad. We were able to partner
with Roberson Museum and Science Center and the Cayuga Nature
Center to hold one week summer programs at their respective facilities,
engaging campers with hands-on inquiry. WSKG offered curriculum and
support materials for the programming while strengthening local
partnerships. Campers became Odd Squad “Agents” and solved
mysteries using their math and science skills.

Good to Know
Good to Know is a digital video series for adults that

introduces math vocabulary and strategies children learn in
school. These short, clear, and fun videos explain math topics
that are taught in elementary level Common Core curricula. The
series is intended to equip parents and caregivers with the tools to
provide positive and engaging guidance to their children with homework
assignments and out-of-school learning. Good to Know is a collaborative

project between WSKG and local educators.
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Tiger Ventures

WSKG partnered with Union-Endicott School District’s new alternative education
site, Tiger Ventures, for the 2016-2017 school year. WSKG’s Youth Voice
program engaged students through media production including audio,
digital, and video content. Students learned real-world skills by
communicating their perspectives on issues that are important to them.
This site utilized the PBS NewsHour Student Reporting Lab curriculum
and special attention was paid to local issues including poverty.

Goals and objectives of this project were to increase student

confidence levels, expose students to media forms and diverse
opinions, increase student communication skills and use of

technology, increase understanding of career pathways in

media field, and help educators better understand and

utilize technology to engage and expand upon classroom

experiences.

The Critical Zone

This three part video series made in partnership with the
Paleontological Research Institution focuses around exploring systems
science and climate change. Through interdisciplinary investigation,
Critical Zone scientists help us understand the essential functions that
sustain life on Earth.

vducation



Financial Summary 14
In fiscal year 2017, WSKG’s operating budget (without depreciation
expense) was $5.1 million.

$2.7 million (55%) of our total annual operating revenue comes directly
from local contributions.

Federal and State funding combine for $1.9 million (39%) of revenue.

Revenue for 2017:

Individual Support (36%)
Business Support (14%)
Rental Income (6%)

New York State Funding (18%)
Federal CPB Funding (21%)
Foundation Support (5%)
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Community outreach and upgrades to technology made it possible to provide
underserved communities with enhanced public media services.

Education and community outreach accounted for 23% of WSKG’s expenses.

Expenses for 2017:
Program Distribution and Infrastructure (15%) [
TV, Radio, and Online Programming (28%)
Education & Community Outreach (23%)
Fundraising (16%)

Marketing & Promotion (2%)

Finance and Administration (16%)

Financial Summary
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T'hank You to our Sponsors

WSKG is supported by
our local businesses and
non-profit organizations.

Thank you for supporting
WSKG Public Media and
your community.

171 Cedar Arts

1810 Juliand House

ABC Oriental Rug and Carpet Cleaning

Alta Log Homes

Alzheimer’s Association Central New York
Chapter

Alzheimer’s Association of Northeastern New
York

Anderson Center for the Performing Arts

Arnot Ogden Medical Center

Artists Open House

Arts Council of the Southern Finger Lakes

Arts in Bloom Art Trail

Atomic Tom’s

Audio Classics

Baked Euphoria

Baker Institue for Animal Health
BCK-IBI Group

Belknap Lumber, Inc.

Belleayre Music Festival
Bernard & Lisa Marchuska
Binghamton Community Orchestra
Binghamton Philharmonic
Binghamton Sertoma
Binghamton Theater Organ Society
Binghamton University Libraries
Boyce Thompson Institute
Boyer Sign Company

Breathe

Briar Patch Veterinary Hospital
Broadway in Binghamton
Broome County Arts Council
Broome Leadership Institute
Burke Pest Control

Cantata Singers

Catskill Choral Society

Catskill Conservation Center
Catskill Dream of Realty USA
Catskill Forest Association
Catskill Mountain Foundation
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Catskill Mountain News

Catskill Mountain Wine & Liquor

Catskill Mountains Scenic Byway

Catskill Recreation Center

Catskill Symphony Orchestra

Cayuga Chamber Orchestra

Cayuga Medical Centers

Cayuga Vocal Ensemble

Center for the Arts of Homer

Central Catskills Chamber of Commerce

Che Bella Custom Framing

Chenango Arts Council

Cheumung County Historical Society

Chiang O’Brien Architects

Chianis + Anderson Architects PLLC

Chroma Café & Bakery

Cinemapolis

Civic Ensemble

Classical Pianists of the Future

Clemens Center

Columbia Greene Media

Commerce Chenango

Community Arts Center

Community Arts Partnership of Tompkins
County

Community Bank, N.A.

Community Foundation of Elmira-Corning and
the Finger Lakes
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Contemporary Trends

Cooperstown Summer Music Festival
Cornell Chamber Orchestra

Cornell Cinema

Cornell College of Veternary Medicine
Cornell Concert Series

Cornell Cooperative Extension Broome County
Cornell Department of Music

Cornell Department of Performing & Media Arts
Cornell Jewish Studies

Cornell Language Resource Center
Cornell Outdoor Education

Cornell Symphony

Cornell University

Cornell Wind Symphony

Corning Civic Music

Corning Museum of Glass

Coughlin & Gerhart, L.L.P

Creative Threads

Dataflow

Delaware County Chamber of Commerce
Diane’s Downtown Automotive

Dorothy Cotton Jubilee Singers
Downtown Ithaca Alliance

DSP Shows

EAC Montessori School

Early Owego Antique Center

Elderwood of Hornell

Ellis Brothers

Elmira College

Elmira Corning Regional Airport

Elmira Savings Bank

Emerson Resort & Country Club

Encore Players

ETM Solar Works

Experience! The Finger Lakes

Eye Contact by Kathy

Eye Plastic and Reconstructive Surgeons of
Syracuse

Family Planning of South Central New York, Inc.

Farmer’s Insurance - Karen Gorman
Ferrer and Monaghan Vein and Aesthetic Center
Festival of Women Writers

Finger Lakes Chamber Ensemble
Finger Lakes Land Trust

Finger Lakes Reuse Center

First Church of Christ, Scientist, Ithaca
First Night Oneonta

Five Star Subaru

Floyd’s Rent-All, Inc.

Fontana Shoes

Foster Custom Kitchens

Frank Lumia Real Estate

Franklin Stage Company

Freshtown

Friends of Ithaca College

VSRS edia staton

Friends of the Tompkins Public Library

Gaffney Foundation

Gallery Three-Two-One

Gateway Commons

Geneva Concerts

Glimmerglass Festival

Golden Artist Colors; Inc.

Gong Accupuncture Clinic

Grand Gorge Tire

Great American

Great Catskill Mountain BBQ Festvial

Greater Binghamton Convention and Visitors
Bureau

Green Toad Bookstore

Guthrie

Hanah Mountain Resort & Country Club

Handwork

Hanford Mills Museum

Hangar Theatre

Hartwick College Office of College Advancement

Hawkes Wealth Management

Hazlitt 1852

Health Alliance of Hudson Valley/Westchester
Medical Center Health Network

Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art

Hinman, Howard & Kattel, LLP

Historic Ithaca

HOLT

T'hank You to our Sponsors



Home Goods of Margaretville

Home Green Home

Honest Brook Music Festival

HUNT Engineers, Architects & Surveyors
Immaculate Conception School

Institute for Human Services

Ithaca Area United Jewish Community
Ithaca Ballet

Ithaca Catholic Worker

Ithaca Celtic Festival

Ithaca Child

Ithaca Coffee Company

Ithaca College Department of Theatre Arts
Ithaca College Educational Technology Day
Ithaca College Gerontology Institute
Ithaca College School of Music

Ithaca Community Chorus

Ithaca Community Recovery

Ithaca Festival

Ithaca Gay Men’s Chorus

Ithaca Public Education Initiative

Ithaca Rotary Club

Ithaca Shakespeare Company

Ithaca Times

Ithaca Underground

Ithaca Waldorf School

Ithaca Yacht Club

John Mack Foundation

Johnson, Lauder & Savidge, LLP

Just a Taste

Kitchen Theatre

Know Theatre

Kopernik Observatory and Science Center
Lesko Financial Services, Inc.

Levene Gouldin & Thompson, LLP

Little Delaware Youth Ensemble

Longview

Madrigal Choir of Binghamton

Mapes Auctioneers & Appraisers
Maplehurst Restaurant

Marchuska Glass, LLC

Margaretville Liquor

Margaretville Telephone Company
Meadows Golf Center and All American BBQ
Miller S. & Adlelaide S. Gaffney Foundation
Mimi’s Attic

Mountain Flame, Inc

Music at Grace, EImira

Music on the Delaware

Music’s Recreation

Myer Farm Distillers

NBT Bank, N.A.

New Directions Cello Festival

New York State Veterans’ Home at Oxford
Ninash Foundation

NYS Baroque
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NYSEG

O’Connor Investments

Old Stone Fort

Oneonta Concert Association

Open Eye Theater

Opera Ithaca

Orchestra of the Southern Finger Lakes

Otsego 2000

Out for Health

Palmer Industries, Inc.

Panther Creek Arts Festival

Pastimes Antiques

Peekamoose Restaurant & Tap Room

Phelps Mansion Museum

Phoenicia Diner

Phoenicia Playhouse

Pine Hill Community Center

Pires Flower Basket, Inc.

Planned Parenthood of the Southern Finger
Lakes

Preferred Mutual Insurance Company

Public Restaurant & Lounge

Puddledockers

Purity Ice Cream

Quantopix Technologies

Quilters’ Haven

Rasa Spa

Renovus Solar
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Retina Vitreous Surgeons of Central NY, PC
Rick’s Tire

Rico’s Pizza

RiverRead Books

Rockwell Museum

Roxbury Arts Group

Roxbury General

S.E.E.D. Planning Group, LLC
Savitch Agency

Sciarabba Walker
Scoville-Meno

SEED Financial

Serendipity

Sew Clever

Simmons-Rockwell Auto Dealerships
Six on the Square

Sluiter Agency

Smile Designers

Snug Planet

Socha Financial

Sock Out Cancer

Spillian

Spool Contemporary Art Space
St. Luke Lutheran Church
Summer Savoyards

SUNY Broome

SUNY Oneonta Dept of English
Tall Pines Farm

Taylor Garbage Services

Tetra Tech

The Central New York Business Journal
The Cherry Artspace

The Clay School of Ithaca

The CommonSpot

The Daily Star

The Dewitt Mall

The Hive

The Left Bank

The MARK Project

The McKinley

The Mountain Eagle and Schoharie News
The Riverhouse

The Smile Designers

The Tinderbox

The Wladis Companies, Inc.

Tioga County Tourism

Tioga State Bank

Tompkins County Chamber of Commerce
Tompkins County Public Library
Tompkins Trust Company

Tompkins Weekly

TRC Industrial

Tri-Cities Opera

Trinity Memorial Episcopal Church
Triphammer Wines and Spirits

Triple Cities Carousel
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Triple Cities Makerspace
Trumansburg Conservatory of Fine Arts
Turtle Island Creations

UHS

Ulster County Tourism

Union Grove Distillery

Valley Dental Pediatrics

Vergason Technologies

Voices Multicultural Chorus
Walton Theater

Water Street Brewing Co.
Watershed Post

Wayne Bank

Welsh Society of the Southern Tier
West Kortright Centre

Wild Birds Unlimited

Willow Drey Farm

T'hank You to our Sponsors






