WVIA Community Advisory Board                                                 May 21, 2024       
                      
The Community Advisory Board met at noon on May  2024 at WVIA’s temporary offices at Benco Dental, 295 Centerpoint Boulevard, Jenkins Township, PA. Attending were Bill Hudon (chair), Tony Brooks, Nell Donnelly-O’Boyle,  Della Hutchison, Michele Kushmeder, Stephen Lindenmuth,  Jenny Gonzalez Monge, Ursula and Doug Myers,  Bob Savakinus. .  
Absent: Arthur Breese, Linda Keene, Maureen McGuigan, Ron Mackley, Erica Rogler, Omar Camacho, Jeanie Sluck, Francisco Torres-Aranda, and Tonyehn Verkitus.   Carla McCabe, Ben Payavis, Julie Sidoni,  and Chris Norton represented WVIA.

Chairman Bill Hudon called the meeting to order at 12 noon.  Minutes of the January 2024 meeting were approved.

Ben Payavis, Carla McCabe, and Chris Norton reviewed recent  programming highlights.  The  Keystone Edition season included episodes on NYC train service, biz pitch, domestic violence, adult isolation, arts and AI, jazz on film, and many others in the Reports, Business, Health, and Arts series.  During construction at the main studio, episodes are now originating from facilities at Luzerne County Community College.  Mind Over Matter   programs featured youth mental health (with CSIU),  Breaking Point, and Poverty and mental health.  The documentary Repairing the World was screened at Friedman Jewish Community Center and Scranton Jewish Community Center with discussion guests from the Mallinger family from Pittsburgh Tree of Life synagogue.  WVIA’s nationally distributed jazz documentary Wham Rebop Boom Bam was screened with discussion at Marywood University and the University of Scranton, and an additional screening is set for July 24 as part of the Pocono Mountain Music Festival. WVIA’s  spring TV broadcast of the Northeastern Pennsylvania Philharmonic concert included the world premiere of Palma, and a preview screening at the Dietrich Theater honored Abington Heights student musicians who performed in the concert. The WVIA News special presentation To Save the River, Save the Mountain detailed Lackawanna River conservation efforts.  The Education and production teams completed another season of Scholastic Scrimmage, with the championship game May 21.  WVIA’s production of the regional Poetry Out Loud competition featured state champion Sulette Lang from the Hazleton Area Arts and Humanities Academy.  Ben Payavis reviewed recent honors for WVIA, including numerous PAB and regional Emmy awards as well as extensive national exposure in Current , the public media newspaper.  

WVIA is working on 9 new episodes of Careers That Work, highlighting in-demand healthcare occupations. And coming this fall, a TV series NEPA@Work  will focus on 10 exceptional local business success stories in world-class manufacturing.

Julie Sidoni updated the CAB on the rapid expansion of the WVIA News team, now up to 11 journalists led by editor Faith Golay. We’re seeking a bilingual reporter , and a marketing campaign is coming with the theme “We Report to You.”  A News Listening Tour is being planned, visiting many communities for discussions of local news topics of importance.
Tony Brooks suggested stories on workplace environments, and many members mentioned the spread of warehouses and industrial parks in their respective regions.   Jenny Gozalez Monge mentioned World Refugee Day June 24 at Nay Aug Park.  Bob Savakinus expressed appreciation for the growth of WVIA News.    Tony Brooks said he enjoyed Roger DuPuis’ presentation to a 


Wilkes-Barre group on the state of journalism in our area.  Carla McCabe referred to a recent controversy alleging political bias in the NPR ranks and yet another call to defund CPB, reminding the board that WVIA’s local journalism is strictly non-partisan and independent of commercial influence.

Coming attractions include the PBS National Memorial Day Concert May 26, WVIA Waterpark Day June 18, and the broadcast of several documentaries by Bob Savakinus June 4,5, and 8, That Championship Season and Stories from the Block..  WVIA will again televise the Little League Challenger game in August, and WVIA’s next original documentary, The Forgotten Dynasty, celebrates the Scranton Eagles football team this fall.  The Luzerne County Arts and Entertainment Hall of Fame will induct WVIA’s George Graham and Erika Funke  November 8.  The 4-part Ken Burns documentary Leonardo da Vinci airs Nov. 18-19.  Aging Together in PA  is a year-long project detailing the commonwealth’s senior citizen programs, and WVIA will produce a kick-off town hall program in the fall.

Chairman Bill Hudon invited suggestions on his draft report to the Board of Directors.  Several comments have already been received, and the draft report was enthusiastically approved for presentation to the Board.  Chairman Hudon also urged CAB members to  contact legislators to urge support for pubic media.  

In CAB governance, 9 members’ terms are expiring, and member Ron Mackley has resigned.             8 members are eligible for additional 3-year terms, and Tiffany Jackson was nominated for a first term.  All 9 candidates were elected by unanimous voice vote:
Bill Hudon                              term 3                                                                                                 Della Hutchison                              2                                                                                                                     Stephen Lindenmuth                       2                                                                                                      Doug and Ursula Myers                  2                                                                                                              Erica Rogler and Omar Camacho   2                                                                                                   Tonyehn Verkitus                           3  
Tiffany Jackson                               1

Chair Bill Hudon and co-chair Tonyehn Verkitus were recognized for their leadership, as their term  as officers expire with this meeting.  Tony Brooks was nominated as the new chair, and Bill Hudon agreed to serve as co-chair.  Both were elected for 3-year terms.

The CAB chose upcoming meeting dates:   Sept. 18, 2024      Jan. 22, 2025     May 22, 2025
All 3 meetings will be at Benco unless otherwise notified.

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Chris Norton
