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SUBTAT: Raeial Discrimination sad Violation of Troressed Wﬂrw Demrtnant

_"Policles.
(Reference: Lettnr AG 353, (5, Ma=s 43) OB—s—A;-M 10 Mar A3, gipet
U O ‘Letter I‘M/md 28, 939, Pentagonf 8 July 43, ; St
mry ' 'The  Inspector Geheral, War Depa~tment, Wa.s!lington, D, B, ¢

1. Orders #lyen by Colonel Charlks H. Dowmen, Base, Commander, Midlands, . ..
Texss, the wesk 20 Septembar 44 ﬁo dabe, are _ip, direct, ;¥iglation, of War. .
Deportment poticies as set forth in_the ~bove mentioned references. Thees'
orders are 1r#urther violation of snecific Army Regulations, and in disregard
of certzin of the oldest customs of the service. Further, these. grders are
in continusnée of ' - vicious moliey of discrimination, haseﬂ. solg}y upon
racial differshcé,~

2. At this'time’ hhe‘f‘e are thirty-four Negro of # c;ays ﬁnsqd at thie field
for Bomberdier training. TFive of this number are in eithe i’ afi advanced or a
final state of training. Twenty-nine officers are rated Neyigalows, awalting
the begirmim' ‘8f:their training., Direct orders have been  glyen bafring these
officers from emtrafice into the building vhich houses the Offfcér's Clubd
at this base, and compelling them to occupy a sagrsgated sschio& q:“::.the
Officer's® c&i‘etaria.‘ Ty s

et 7o,

3. This ofﬂcer grmm has been told that the fa il.:].j;i of the ] PX- -
Restaurap$ wodTd be denfed it becsuse, to guote the | a.gg G%&n%ﬁr, ihis
is a concessi®d éperatéd by civilians, and I cannot contrel 1 (g’ policies.
4, PAFES the oedignment of this officer groim,“g”"a ffexeﬁtiatien
was required Pf8r tHé seating of student offlcer's in the ¢aféferil, and
subsequent to the enunclation of this policy, this area has heen, ocgupled
solely by’ bolm"é'ffgeawi o G el

5, [Tre bment accgrded colored officers on this Bas 3 %%}_nged the
pattern Eeﬁ'n% ik v dn '&1% 4n¥ly by in the words of a rmﬁn&ﬁini&trstiu
officer who sffiothced %o the group, "I am a West-Texan, and I Tike the wa.y

things erg ,rugp oug_ he;‘g.ﬂqﬁ\ ot ?; "w- Y bpdt 3,“

6. Thig'! &‘mr&‘ﬂ‘nds the treatment accorded hhem, @he' “d.opriration
of 1imited recreationsl facilities to make it extreie] ﬁ : &
difficult to malntain morale., We further find, a4’ fe‘ : q ‘st-ed, it tb
lower our prestige in the eyes of other officers, in the eyes ‘of ‘enlisted ° .
personnel, snd with civilians, the latter, in certau% eaﬁeﬁh Qraaw bawgiva g
orders to mmmissinned offl aern. ) Ey

s The continuance of such a policv in forco
the struggls to which our nation hes committed itsel 3 %
a travesty of fthe four freedoms!, finding, as we do, that ttu })e a



ig Datter thon beine an Americ' n Wexro seekins decent treoatment in America. We
fin¢ it difficult to coneceive that an Amy Fost, as much a Federal Tstate s

anv Zeserve Bans o Post-office, will refuse o enforce » Federsl prlicy he-
cause it may be in disaereement Wd:h the mores of » backward snd berren communi tv.

I‘I‘ i } 3

?. Unless this situation is met firmlv, it +i 11 spread snd thrive. We ve-
cues* there”n-e, thot this mat er receilve immediate attentinn. It is our
feelins that, folling to recelve the common courtesies extended of ficers end
sentlemen, th~t w» be either trensferred to » statinn »t which we will be
accorded decent tresntment, or thnt we be =1lowed t0 recues* relief from active
duty with the armed forces. Under the nresent situntinn, it is Adifficult, ~lmost
i imrossible, to dlscharga tn the best of n~ur 2bilities,

9., This letter is r one hundred mercent expressinn nf oninion by the officors
nresent =t this time. Officers sbsent at this, e=ither on le=ve or dutyv will make
mila» exnression of feeling unon return.
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/s/ Walter Boagcs
2nd Lt., 4C

—

/s,

Zichad Jenninses
2nd Lt., AC

/s/ George E. £n-roll

¢/0., AC

/s/ Cwyril Burke, Jr.
2nd Lt., AC

/s/ Glenn L. Head
2nd Lt., AC

[¢/ Arthur 3. Bland
F/0., AC

/s/ Leonard ®. Willlams

2nd Lt., CAC

/8/ ®dward V. Hipps
2nd Lt., AC

/sl James C. Warren
¥/0., A.C.

[/ Robert Payton
2nd Lt., FA

/s/ Daniel Eeel
¥/0., AC

/s/ Coleman Young
2nd Lt., Inf.

/s/ Cerl 0. Roach
1st Lt., F.A.

/s/ Willard W. Savoy
2nd Lt., AC

/s/ Lewrence Hawkins
2nd Lt., AC

/s/ Sheldon Ye~ver
2nd Lt., AC

/8] Albert Gaines
2nd Lt., AC

/s/ Perry Lindsey
2nd Lt., AC

/s/ Roger V. Pines
2nd Lt., A

/s/ Ellis J. Bagley
2nd Lt., AC

/s/ Marcel Clyne
?/0., AC

/s/ Louls Anderson
2nd Lt., AC




