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Animal Care & Services | Grades K-3

Animal helpers are people who care for animals and help keep them safe, healthy, and happy.
They may train dogs, treat sick animals, or care for animals in homes, shelters, or zoos. These
careers are part of the Animal Care and Services pathway, where workers use patience,
observation, and problem-solving every day.

LEARNING GOAL: Understand how people care for animals and explore how helping animals
can be a future career.
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e What tools or supplies does a dog trainer use to
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https://pbskids.org/videos/watch/what-can-you-become/1414102/animal-lovers/843058
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Materials:
e Stuffed animals or toy animals
e Basic “care tools”:
e Bandages or gauze
e Small bowls (food/water)
e Leashor string
¢ Flashlight or toy tool

¢ Role cards (Dog Trainer, Veterinarian)

Steps:

1.Set the Story. The teacher introduces a simple scenario. In the scenario, identify the
problem. An animal needs help. What can an animal helper do? Students can select a
role card (Dog Trainer, Veterinarian), choose who they want to be, rotate roles.

2.Act It Out. Decide what the animal needs. Encourage students to choose a tool and act
out helping. Students role-play solving the problem.

3.Explain Their Thinking. Ask questions and talk through the process out loud. What was
the problem? How did you help? What tool did you use? What would happen if you
didn’t help? Is there another way to solve that problem?



https://pbskids.org/games/play/rosie-care/997636
https://pbskids.org/games/play/cats-and-dogs/135461
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