
One of my favorite things about the State House is all of the amazing history in the building.
One of my favorite rooms in the State house is the Cedar Creek Room.

First, let's start with the massive 10’ by 20’ foot painting that gives the room its name. The
painting depicts the battle of Cedar Creek, an important battle that gave the Union control of the
Shenandoah Valley towards the end of the Civil War in 1864. It is important to Vermont as it was
the battle in which the most Vermonters fought in the entire war. My favorite part of the painting
is the amazing attention to detail the artist included. You can clearly read the belts and plates of
all of the soldiers and clearly see all of the expressions on their faces. The most amazing detail,
though, is that twenty-one of the faces seen in the painting are the faces of actual people who
were at the battle! The artist went around and found veterans from the battle, drew their faces,
and put them in the painting.

Another amazing thing in the room is the two stained glass skylights. Back in the 1970s, a lot of
people became concerned about oil and conserving energy. So they removed the skylights and
boarded them up, dropped the ceiling, painted the walls gray, and changed all the lights to
fluorescent bulbs, making the room really ugly. More recently though, the room was restored
and the restorers were able to find and fix everything pretty quickly but the sky lights. No one
knew where they had been put after the changes. One day, someone was looking in the Dome
for something they had been keeping up there and found a big pile of shards of stained glass.
They swept up all the glass and sent it to a restorer. It took two or three years, but the restorer
was able to fix both skylights and they are currently in the room to this day. For me, when I
stand in the room I really feel connected to the history and the soldiers in the painting, which is a
large reason why I love the room so much.
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