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  "Most people don't understand the sacrifice of  being a vet.  Not just a 

lost limb from an IED, but PTSD, long family separations, low pay, and 

frequent danger.  I think the military is respected these days but the 

sacrifice they make is not widely recognized." 

  

Steve Wilson  
Vietnam and Gulf  War Veteran   

Responding to public radio station KPCC's question, "If  you 

served, what’s the one big thing you wish civilians knew about 

people who serve in the armed forces?” Raleigh, NC, May 28, 

2018 

 

"So how do we bring society and the military back into harmony? . . . For 

civilians, listen to the stories of  our veterans.  Instead of  

just saying  ‘thank you for your service,’ try to understand what the 

experience of  military service is like." 

  

Robert W. McFarlin, IV 
Naval Officer, 2013-2014 White House Fellow 

Commentary in The Hill, Jul. 15, 2016  

 

“The last decade of  war has affected the relationship between our society 

and the military. As a nation, we've learned to separate the warrior from 

the war. But we still have much to learn about how to connect the 

warrior to the citizen....We can't allow a sense of  separation to grow 

between us."  

  

Gen. Martin Dempsey 
Chairman of  the Joint Chiefs of  Staff 

2013 commentary 

Established in 1988, TPR is a listener-supported, 
nonprofit news organization. Operating seven radio 
stations in South Texas, the Hill Country and San 
Antonio area, TPR provides our communities with in-
depth local and international news and information. 
TPR.org  



Dozens Of  Veterans Are Running 

For Congress. But Does Military 

Service Prepare Them For 

Politics? 
Carson Frame, Aug. 28, 2018 

Dozens of military veterans – many of them 

with recent service in Afghanistan and Iraq – 

are offering themselves as an antidote to 

Washington’s partisan rancor… 

 

Experimental Air Force Pilot 

Training Program Means More 

Simulators, Less Time In The Air  
Carson Frame, Aug. 3,  2018 

The Air Force has been battling a manpower 

crisis for several years as it continues to lose 

pilots to the lucrative airline industry... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Military To Marketplace: 

Capitalizing On Cybersecurity In 

San Antonio 
Paul Flahive, Jun. 4, 2018 

With zero unemployment, and revenues 

projected in excess of $168 billion by 2020, 

every city wants a piece of the cybersecurity 

industry… 

 

San Antonio Named Country’s 

First Military Spouse Economic 

Empowerment Zone 
Carson Frame,  Feb. 21, 2018 

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce 

Foundation’s initiative Hiring Our Heroes 

announced San Antonio as the country’s first 

Military Spouse Economic Empowerment 

Zone… 

You should be  
passionate about   
Texas Public Radio. 

‘Fort Sam’s Own’ Army Band 

Plays On, Awaiting New Orders 
Carson Frame, May 7, 2018 

At a concert celebrating Military 

Appreciation weekend, the 323d Army 

Band played loud and strong at Joint Base 

San Antonio-Fort Sam Houston, despite 

being at a crossroads… 

 

VA Offers Onsite Food Banks, 

Hunger Screenings For Vets 
Carson Frame, May 16, 2018 

Pockets of the veteran population are 

experiencing food insecurity at unusually high 

rates, and the Department of Veterans 

Affairs is taking steps to understand and 

combat the problem... 

 

Decades After Secret Chemical 

Tests, Veterans Await Notification 

And Medical Care 
Carson Frame, Mar. 6, 2018 

For decades during the Cold War, the Army 

carried out chemical and biological testing 

experiments on more than 7,000 of its own 

soldiers at the Edgewood Arsenal in 

Maryland… 

 

Study Finds Evidence Of  Social 

Disconnect Between Veterans, 

Civilians 
Carson Frame, Dec. 20, 2017 

Less than half of one percent of Americans 

are currently on active duty in the military, 

compared with about 2 percent during the 

Vietnam era and about 9 percent during 

World War II… 

 

Closed Doors & Toxic Fumes: 

Veterans Affected By Military 

Burn Pits Grow Desperate 
Carson Frame, Oct. 27, 2017 

For years, veterans say they’ve been getting 

sick. They believe the culprit is open burn 

pits in Iraq and Afghanistan. A class-action 

lawsuit against Houston-based military 

contractor… 

The Blue Star Families 2017 Military Family Lifestyle Survey documents a troubling civilian-

military divide. 51% of military family respondents indicated that they did not feel a sense of 

belonging within their local civilian community; 53% felt that they were not valued members 

of that community. This disconnect is not surprising, given that less than one-half of one 

percent of Americans are currently on active duty in the military, compared with 9% during 

World War II. 

  

Military experience has also decreased among members of Congress, from more than 70% in 

the 1970’s to around 19% today. Congress has tremendous influence over the challenges that 

military families face daily, including frequent and long-term deployments, child-care 

arrangements, disabilities incurred in battle, mental health issues, dealing with the VA, and re-

entry into the civilian workforce. Bi-partisan appreciation for members of the military must be 

educated by a true understanding of the issues in order to identify and implement solutions to 

these challenges. 

  

One of the best ways to help achieve this understanding is by broadly sharing the stories of 

our military families with the civilian community. Statistics can be helpful, but real empathy is 

best achieved through thoughtful narrative.  As noted in the Blue Star report, "Increasing the 

civilian-military community connections that improve local integration is important for the 

overall health and well-being of military families." 

  

Digging deep and aggregating information across those serving in the military is also a proven 

catalyst for positive change.  For example, after hearing concerns from the offices of Texas 

Congressman Joaquin Castro about symptoms exhibited by some veterans returning from 

Afghanistan and Iraq, TPR's Military & Veterans’ Issues Reporter, Carson Frame, interviewed 

several veterans and correlated their lung diseases to exposure to burn pits during their 

deployments. Shortly thereafter, the Department of Defense allocated funds to research the 

impact of burn pits on our veterans' health. 

  

Meaningful coverage of the military is particularly important in San Antonio, home to one of 

the nation's largest populations of active and retired military, and to the Department of 

Defense's largest medical center. That kind of thoughtful coverage helps to raise awareness 

and bridge the civilian-military divide. TPR’s coverage is especially important, as it is one of 

only two non-military news organizations in Texas that has a reporter dedicated to this beat. 
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The Blue Star Families 2017 Military Family Lifestyle Survey documents a troubling civilian-

military divide. 51% of military family respondents indicated that they did not feel a sense of 

belonging within their local civilian community; 53% felt that they were not valued members

of that community. This disconnect is not surprising, given that less than one-half of one 

percent of Americans are currently on active duty in the military, compared with 9% during 

World War II. 

Military experience has also decreased among members of Congress, from more than 70% in 

the 1970’s to around 19% today. Congress has tremendous influence over the challenges that

military families face daily, including dealing with frequent and long-term deployments, child-

care arrangements, disabilities incurred in battle, mental health issues, dealing with the VA, 

and re-entry into the civilian workforce. Bi-partisan appreciation for members of the military 
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One of the best ways to help achieve this understanding is by broadly sharing the stories of 

our military families with the civilian community. Statistics can be helpful, but real empathy is 

best achieved through thoughtful narrative. As noted in the Blue Star report, "Increasing the 

civilian-military community connections that improve local integration is important for the 

overall health and well-being of military families."

Digging deep and aggregating information across those serving in the military is also a proven 

catalyst for positive change. For example, after hearing concerns from the offices of Texas 

Congressman Joaquin Castro about symptoms exhibited by some veterans returning from 
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several veterans and correlated their lung diseases to exposure to burn pits during their 
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