
WVIK Community Advisory Board 
Minutes from the Meeting of April 18, 2019 

 
Present:  Jay Pearce, Jared Johnson, Kathryn Allen, Betsy Brandsgard, 
Katheleen Kiley, Susan Kornreich-Wolf, Mary McNeil, and Gary Rowe. 
 
Jay Pearce called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. 
 
The minutes from the February 6, 2019 meeting were reviewed and 
approved. 
 
105.7 FM/WVIK HD2 
 
 Jay presented a draft program schedule for 105.7 FM, which will 
translate WVIK HD 2. The schedule is primarily made up of news/talk 
programing during the week and RME co-sponsored music on 
weekends. There was some discussion of how Morning Edition and All 
Things Considered would be simulcast on both channels and what that 
might sound like. Ask Me Another was listed on the draft and a few 
committee members suggested they did not particularly like the show 
and mentioned that it already airs in our market via Iowa Public Radio.  
 
News Awards 
 
 Jay shared that the WVIK newsroom won 14 awards in Illinois and 
Iowa.  Susan Wolf suggested this kind of story would be good to share 
with Augustana, particularly the awards won by student journalists. 
 
Podcasts 
 
 Jared shared that Love Girls: The Podcast would be launching this 
week in conjunction with the Love Awards. WVIK expects the podcast to 
be well received. Jared also shared a new podcast proposal focused on 
Workforce Development. This podcast would fit well in the Q2030 
initiative, but WVIK is currently facing a loss of production capability 
with Ben Payne leaving in July. WVIK is looking at ways to make this 
podcast work, but it may take longer than usual. 
 
Intelligent Conversations 



 On Thursday, April 11, WVIK hosted “A Path Appears” featuring 
Nicholas Kristof. The event was well received with around 300 in 
attendance. WVIK is in the works to produce a third Intelligent 
Conversation, with the only significant change in format to move the 
date earlier in the year. 
 
Development Update 
 
 WVIK continues to have a good fundraising year. WVIK is on track 
to have a record fundraising year, with every category except 
Membership ahead of average. Grants and Major Giving are doing 
particularly well. Corporate Support is a little ahead of average, 
Membership is a little behind average. Corporate Support and 
Membership are the two most listener sensitive areas of revenue. WVIK 
is hopeful that the launch of 105.7 FM will give a significant boost to 
these areas. Part of the reason they are essentially flat, rather than down 
like WVIK’s audience numbers, is due to the launch of the WVIK app and 
additional revenue collected through digital corporate support.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Next Meeting:  July 18, 2019 at 4 p.m. 
 
 
 
  


