
WXPR Citizens’ Advisory Board 
Minutes 

June 25, 2020    6 p.m.   via Zoom 

Present: Rad Watkins, Brian Derber, Erica Brewster, Meredyth Albright and 

station manager Jessie Dick 

 

Station Manager’s Report: 

• Since the first week in March volunteers and some staff have been staying at 

home. The staff works at home and some in the office.  

• Ken Krall will retire on August 28, 2020. He will continue to host the polka 

show on a rotation. He dies not want a party, but Jessie reported that there 

will be some type of a celebration perhaps asking people to send greeting 

cards, and an on-air tribute.  (Brian suggested that a pledge drive should be 

named in his honor.) 

• Ben Myer had been hired with the thought that he would replace Ken as 

news director. Ben has decided to attend law school and be attending part 

time, so will work part time focusing on news features.  

• The position of news director has been offered to Katie Thorson, a former 

employee at WJFW. She will start in August spending the month training 

with Ken Krall. 

• Regarding programming, Jessie said that the children’s programming at 

noon, was well received. When the school year ended, went to a jazz 

programming. It will create a buffer between volunteer shifts for morning 

and afternoon programming, when it returns to volunteers in the studio.  

 

 

General discussion: 

  Conversation about programming during Covid-19. Undercurrents was 

termed as “getting stale” with same music day after day.  

          Positive feedback on children’s program.  

          Positive comments about hosts recording from home.  

          Conversation about going forward.  

- Concerns about how long this is going to last. If the health 

situation is the same in January, is the station prepared for the next 

level?  



- Jessie indicated that the set up planned for hosts returning to the 

station is to have four studios operating. She indicated that there is 

another level of the building that is not in use.  Staff and volunteers 

are increasingly learning to work from home. Nick is continuing to 

work with volunteers in developing ‘record from home’ 

opportunities. 

          Conversation regarding finances and funding sources. 

- Jessie reported that WXPR did receive a paycheck protection loan.  

- The station received a $111,000 Corporation for Public 

Broadcasting grant through the Cares Act.  

- Underwriting is at about half of budget, at $50,000. 

- Slight drop in membership. Is hopeful for July pledge drive.  


